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i: | OVELS ſeem now to be 
1 N the general Taſte of the 
1 polite World, and if In- 
ſtruction can be convey'd to the 
Minds of Youth, in ſuch an 
agrecable Manner; forming their 
Ideas to the Love of Virtue 3 
and when they are wrote with 
A 2 that 


iv PREFACE. 


that proper Regard to Morality 


and Decency, which every Au- 


thor ought ſtrictly to adhere to; 
it cannot ſurely be deem'd as 


nuſpent Time. 


Rari quippe boni, is a Max- 


im ſo truly verified in this pre- 


ſent Age of Degeneracy ; that 


the Characters that are drawn, 
ſhould rather exceed Nature ; 
as it were ſtriving to make young 
Minds ambitious to attain every 
thing that is praiſe-worthy. 


In the following Work, the 


Editor has taken great Care that 
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PREFACH © 
nothing immoral], or indecent 
ſhould appear ; but has made 
Virtue, Honour, and Delicacy, 
the ſhining Characters of his 
Heroes. As the Judgment of 
the Public will always be the 
| moſt certain Teſt of a Writer's 

Merit, I throw 1t entirely up- 
on their Hands, and will chear- 


fully abide by their Deciſion. 
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French Lady of Dias 


BOOK I. 


* 
* 1 * 


KXKXKX KN the Province of Dauphing, 
in France, lived (in a pleaſant 
7 Retirement) the Count Julio; 
. NN A who after loſing what was the 
deareſt to him in this Life, 
his lovely Angelica; forſook all the Noiſe 


and Pageantry of a Court ; and retired 


with his Infant Daughter Amira, to a de- 
B lightful 


2 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 


lightful Villa, which he had on the Banks 
of the Rhone. Here the good Count 
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made it his chief Study, to implant the 4 
Seeds of Virtue and Religion in the £ 
Mind of the young Almira, It is im- | 
poſſible fully to deſcribe the Charms that 
bounteous Nature had with a liberal 
Hand beſtowed on the lovely Maid ; ; 
I ſhall make a faint Eſſay to deſcribe 5 
thoſe Charms ſhe was Miſtreſs of. / 

Her Stature was tall, with an exact | 


Symmetry, and Proportion in all her © 
Limbs; a fine poliſhed Fore-head, ſmall _. 
Mouth, Lips as red as Vermilion, and > | 
Arms like Wax : Her Complexion could 3 

ſcarce be equalled by any poetical 81 Ws: 
mile; her Eyes out-ſparkled the fineſt ® , 
Brilliant that ever was ſeen; and her 
jetty Locks fell in eaſy Ringlets on her 
falling Shoulders; but the Graces of her 
Mind equall'd, if not exceeded, the 5 0 
Beauties of her Perſon. of 


Theſe are the Beauties that will ner decay ; 
Such Charms as theſe, the willing Warld obey. 


Such 
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Such was the lovely Amira, who at 
the Age of Seventeen deſpiſed the Power 
of the invincible God of Love ; but ſhe 
ſoon found the inward Receſſes of her 
Heart, were not ſufficiently guarded 


againſt his Attacks. 


For it happen'd one Evening, after 
Sol had ſhot his fierceſt Beams, and ſunk 
into the Ocean, and Luna had begun her 
nightly Journey ; when the bright Face 
of Heaven was envelop'd- in Darkneſs, 
and the pale Moon, and glimmering 
Stars, which before difius'd a glorious 
Light on the Creation, retir'd behind the 
Clouds, and a violent Storm of Thun- 


der and Lightning ſucceeded. 


Deep thro the aerial Vault the 7 Dunders 


—_ 
And forked Lightnings dart from either Pole, 
Now (the dire claſh Elements begun, ) 


From the etherial Space, the Silver Moon, 


Cloud-wrapt retiring (ficken'd at the Sight, ) 
Refign'd all Nature up, to c. and to 
Night. 


+ 


B 2 The 


4 ALMIRA: Or, tbe Hiſtory 4X 


| The young Count Fancville, being 
fl upon a Journey, and knowing the Hoſ- 7 
1 pitality of Count Julio, ſent his Servant 

1 to beg of the Count, to receive him 

there for the Night, as the jarring Ele- 

ments would not permit him to go fur- 

ther. The Count anſwer'd his Requeſt 

with the greateſt Civility, and Francville 

and his Attendants were received with 

the greateſt Politeneſs imaginable. | 


Francville was formed with the moſt 
exact Proportion, was handſome, genteel, 
and agreeable, and was every way formed 
to captivate the fair Sex: A/mira, who _ 
had heard by her Maid of the agreeable- - | 
neſs of the Stranger, dreſſed herſelf in a 
centeel Diſhabille, her Gown was a pale 
Blue, with Silver Flowers, her fine black 
hair was combed with the greateſt Ex- 
actneſs, and fell with a graceful] Motion 
upon her Shoulders, her lovely poliſh'd 
Neck was vail'd with the fineſt Gauze, _ 
which did not conceal its delicate Tex- 

ture from the diſcerning Eye of a cu- 
rious Beholder : In this Dreſs, (with all 
her native Innocence and Sweetneſs, 
g 0 ; without 
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A French Lady of Diſtinction. 5 


without any ſtudied Airs, or without the 


leaſt AﬀeRation,) did the lovely Almira 


appear before the enraptur'd Francville. 

At the ſight of ſo much Youth, Beauty, 
and Sweetneſs, the poor Count was ſtruck 
with Aſtoniſhment, and with a faultering 
Voice paid the proper Compliments to 
Amira; the more he gaz'd, the more 
he admir'd the lovely Form, and ſuck'd 
in the Poiſon of Love; but when ſhe 
ſpoke ſhe diſcover*d the fineſt Set of 


Teeth that ever was ſeen ; ſhe maintain'd 


her Part in the Converſation, during the 


Repaſt, with Wit, Sprightlineſs, and 
Vivacity. In ſhort poor Francville re- 


tir'd. — but not to Reſt; he found his 


Heart was not Proof againſt the Charms 
of Almira. 


Sol had no ſooner chear'd the He- 


miſphere with his enlivening Rays, but 


Francville, who had paſs'd the Night in 
the utmoſt Inquietude, how to make 
known his Love to Almira, at length con- 
cluded to write her a Billet, which he re- 
ſolved, if Fortune ſhould favour him 


with an Opportunity, to deliver to the 


Charmer of his Soul; tho' to do this, 
= =» and 


6 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 

and not to offend her Delicacy, did not 
a little perplex him; but Love ever pro- 
pitious to his Votaries, brought it to the 
Eyes of Amira by an Accident which 
Froncville could not have dreamt of: 
The Contents of the Billet were tile. 


THE frft Moment my Eyes beheld your 

charming Perſon, my Heart became your 
Votary; nor can you blame my Preſumption; 
for to ſee you and not to love you, were im- 


Poſſible. 


At that Inſtant a Servant came to in- 
form him that the Count waited Break» 
faſt for him, After Compliments were 


pals'd, Count Julio ſent for his Daugh- 


ter, who beg'd to be excus'd Attendance 


that a violent Pain in her Head made her 


unfit for Company. Francville was great- 
I; diſconcerted at hearing Almira was out 
of Order, but ſent to beg the Favour ſhe 
would permit him in Perſon, before he 
left that Scene of Happineſs, to return 
his Thanks for her kind Entertainment. 


The old Count then deſir'd if his Time 
would permit, not ſo ſoon to deprive 
him 
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4 French Lady of Diſtin#ion. 7 
him of his agreeable Company, but that 


he would ſpend three or four Days with 
him. 


Francville you may imagine embrac'd 
the Offer with extreme Joy, in Hopes 
before his Departure to bring Almira into 
a favourable Opinion of his Love. 


As the Gardens were contriv*d in the 
molt elegant Taſte for the Entertainment 
of Almira, Þrancvilile, by the Defire of 
the Count, went to admire their Elegance 
and Beauty. 


2 He found Count Julio had not exag- 
gerated the Charms of his agreeable Re- 
tirement; the Ear was raviſh'd with the 
delicious Warbling of the airy Inhabi- 
tants, while the Eye was entertain'd with 
beautiful Eſpaliers of Orange-Trees, 
which kept out the moſt piercing Rays 
of the Sun: Caſcades falling into Baſons 
cut of ſolid Rocks, and forming a Ser- 
pentine River, meand'ring along the Bot- 
tom of the Garden, and fill'd with Va- 
riety of the Finny Tribe, upon its Sur- 
face a little Galley built after the Turłiſb 
B 4 mode, 
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8 ArmiRa: Or, the Hiſtory of I 
mode, beautiſied with Streamers of Roſe- 
colour'd Silk, which play'd upon the ©: 
Water, and with the Variety of the | 
Painting made a moſt pleaſing Proſpect. 
Jett d' Eau form'd in the moſt elegant 
Manner, delighting the Ear with their 
agrecable Murmuring ; on the Banks 
were placed the moſt beautiful flowering 

Shrubs, which perfum'd the Air with 
their delicious Odours; a Wilderneſs, 
where after many Turnings you aſcended 
a Flight of Steps to a Temple dedicated 
to Truth, at the upper End of which 
ſtood the Goddeſs, elegantly carved, with 
ſuch a Ray of Divinity about her Perſon, 
tht nothing but her Prefence could in- 
fpire; in her right Hand ſhe held a Scroll, 
with theſe Words, Truth is an Attri— 
* bute of the Deity.” At her Feet was 
the Image of Angelica, (the Mother of 
Almira, ) in a ſuppliant Poſture, demanding 
the Favour of the Goddeſs ; who with 4 
Look of the moſt heavenly Sweetneſs, 
ſeems beſtowing it upon her ; the whole 
moſt beautifully ornamented. On the 
other Side of the Walk was a Wilderneſs 
cut in the ſame Manner as the former, 
with a Temple dedicated to Virtue, where 

ſhe 
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A French Lady of Diflinfiom. 9 
ſhe ſat on a ſquare Stone, trampling on 
the Vices, repreſented by young Women, 


differently habited ; ſhe had a Crown in 
her right Hand to reward her Votaries, in 
| her Left a Scroll with theſe Words, 


« Virtue leads to Happineſs.” On her 
right Hand ſtood Religion, in a Silver 
Vail, with white Garments ; Afrea in a 
Crimſon Mantle trim'd with Silver; and 
Tnnocency in White: On her left ſtood 


Wiſdom in a white Robe and blue Man- 


tle intermix'd with Stars; Peace with a 
Branch of Olive in her right Hand, and 
in her Left a Cornucopia; and Honour in 


a Purple Robe wrought with Gold. 


In the Middle of the Walk was a moſt 
beautiful Summer-Houſe ; on one Side 
of which was finely expreſs'd the Figure 
of Venus, depicted in a Sky-colour'd 


Robe, fitting in a Chariot, enrich'd with 


Pearls, and drawn by two white Swans 


with the Graces her Attendants, while a 


Number of wing'd Cupids hovering in 
the Air, increaled the Beauty of the 
Scene. At the Entrance was a View of 
the Ely/an Fields, deſtin'd for the Re- 
ward of the Virtuous ; oppoſite to that 

was 


10 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
was Tartarus, with the Perſons tormented 


there; the Belides, who for their great 
Crueity were condemned to draw Water 


in bored Veſſels. Salmoneus, amidſt hor- 


rid Tortures, ſent there by Fupiter for 
daring to imitate his Thunder; which 
the Painter had ſo ſkilfully expreſs'd, that 


they appear*d as if they were animated 


with Life : At the upper End fat Saint 
Cæcilia playing upon the Organ, with 
Angels deſcending to crown her; the 
Roof painted with the Gods and God- 


deſſes in Council: In ſhort, both Art 


and Nature combin'd to make it the moſt 
complete Spot in the World. Francville 
could never have been tired in admiring 
this moſt charming Receſs, had not the 
Diſcompoſure of his Mind hinader'd him 


in a great Meaſure from enjoying its 


Beauties. 


To return to Amira; ſhe, poor Lady, 
at the firſt View ot Fyancville, admir'd his 
graceful Perſon, and a Sigh broke invo- 
lunrary from her; ſhe was not yet vers'd 


in the Language of the Eyes, yet ſhe 


thought ſhe diſcern'd .a melting Lan- 


guiſhment in thoſe of the Count: When 


ſhe 
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A French Lady of Diſtinction. 11 


ſhe retir'd, ſhe found the Image of Franc- 


ville deeply rooted ; ſhe was reſolved not 
to ſee him in the Morning, but to feign 
herſelf ill; that ſhe might if poſſible 
baniſh his lov'd Form from her Heart; 
the Fear that Francville had not been 
imitten as well as her, kept her from 
cloſing her Eyes all Night, or the Dread 
of her Father's not approving of it; for 
ſhe had heard by Liſetta, (which was her 


Maid's Name) that Francville, tho? of a 


noble Family, had but a moderate For- 
tune to ſupport his Dignity; and as ſhe 
was a rich Heireſs, her Father ſhe knew 
was concluding a Treaty of Marriage 
with the Son of the Duke de Narbonne, 
whom ſhe had not yet ſeen, but found no 
Place in her Heart for any but Francuille. 


On hearing that he was to ſtay a few 


Days, ſhe went to take the Air in the 


-Garden, as ſhe was turning into an 
Orange- Grove, ſhe ſaw ſomething lie 
folded up in the Form of a Letter; which 
Was what the Count had wrote in the 
Morning, and dropt in the Grove: She 


was very glad to find Francuille had the 
ſame Sentiments in her Favour, as ſhe 


had 


12 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſlory of 
had for him. She leſt the Paper in the 
ſame Place and retir'd, fearing leſt the 
Count ſhould mils it and return, and * 
her there. 


Francville in the mean time was in the 
Summer-Houſe, in an Agitation of Mind 
not to be expreſs'd, and feeling in his 
Pocket for the Letter, was in extreme 
Confuſion at the Loſs of it, he run with 
Precipitation through the Walks, and 


had the good Fortune to find it in the 


Grove; his Joy on finding it, was equal 
to his Confuſion: On his Return he ſaw 
the beautiful Almira ſitting upon a Bank 
of Turf, liftening to the enchanting 
Melody of the Feathered Songſters; 
at the Appearance of the Count, ſhe 
roſe and walk'd to meet him. After mu- 


tual Enquiries of each others Health, 


they retir*d to an Arbor at the further 
End of the Walk, to avoid the exceſſive 
Heat. When they were ſeated, he with 
a trembling Voice began. | 


The agreeable Manner in which the 


Count your Father has receiv'd me, and 


the * of his adorable Daughter, 
have 
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A French Lady of Diſtinction. 12 
have given me infinite Pleaſure : Yes, 
Madam! (with a Sigh, ſaid he, throwing 
himſelf at her Feet,) I could not behold 
your Charms without being ſtruck ; I 
adore you, pardon the Preſumption of a 
Wretch, whoſe only Happineſs is to die 
at your Feet ! Riſe, my Lord! faid 
Amira, with a Bluſh that made her ſtill 
more lovely ;——1 forgive your Preſump- 
tion, and were my Heart at my own Dif- 
poſal, I ſhould be unjuſt to refuſe it to a 
Perſon of your exalted Merit, but my 
Lord and Father would have me diſpoſe 
of my Heart to the Marquis de Merville, 
Son to the Duke de Narbonne; but what 
are Wealth and Titles without that Hap- 
pineſs which true Love alone can beſtow? 


This charming Pair came to ſo good 
an Underſtanding before the two Days 
were expired, that ſhe agreed to undergo 
the greateſt Hardſhips, rather than give 
her Hand where ſhe cou'd not beſtow 
her Heart. They parted with the pro- 
miſe of correſponding with each other, 
and for fear of any Diſcovery, they were 
to be incloſed in a Cover to Lzetta. 


14 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 


Their mutual Regard for each other, 
had not been ſo ſecret, but the diſcerning 
Eyes of the old Count ſoon found out 
that they were equally enamour'd. As 
his greateſt Fault was Ambition, he could 


not bear to think bis Daughter ſhould 


marry Francville, who, tho' a Perſon of 
Diſtinction, had but a ſmall Income; he 
was reſolv'd therefore to haſten her Mar- 
riage as quick as poſſible, that he might 
nip it in the Bud before it had taken too 
deep Root; for he did. not in the leaſt 
doubt of his Daughter's Obedience. He 
ſent for Amira to his Cloſet, (about ten 
Days after the Departure of Francville) 
who came, little thinking on what Ac- 
count ſhe was ſent for; when ſhe was 
ſeated, he Sega in:the following Man- 
ner. 


Tis not without extreme Pleaſure, my 
dear Almira, that I ſee the Effects of my 
parental. Care; the whole Study of my 
Life, ſince it was the Will of Heaven to 
call thy dear Mother from me, has been 


ſpent in inſtructing you in the Paths of 


Virtue, Religion, and all the Neceſſaries 


that 
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A French Lady of Diſtinction. 1 5 
that are requiſite to form a Perſon, deſ- 
tin'd to fill that Station of Life which 
your Rank as well as Fortune de- 
mands. (Almira, fat trembling to think 
where this long Harangue would end, 
when the Count thus proceeded.) As 
all the Pleaſure I ever can now expect to 
receive in this World, will be to ſee you 
happy; and as I am now far advanced 
in Years, I would willingly fee you diſ- 
poſed of before I die: I have therefore 
provided a Match which I am certain 
your Prudence will accept; beſides the 
additional Pleaſure which you will receive 
in being united to a Perſon of the Mar- 


quis's Senſe, Good-nature, and ſuperior 


Quality in Life; and as his Perſon is 
ſuch which no Woman can . ob- 
ject againſt. 


oats reſerv'd Behaviour rais'd a 


Cloud on the Count's Brow, and ſhe fore- 


ſeeing the Storm that was likely to fol- 
low, told him, that the great Obligations 
ſhe owed him would make her do nothing 
unbecoming her Duty to ſo good a Fa- 
ther; then making a low Curteſy, ſhe 
retir'd to her Chamber; where giving 

Vent 


16 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
Vent to her Tears which flowed in great 
Abundance, as every thing ſeem'd to 
conſpire to make her uneaſy ; her never 
hearing in ſo long a Time from Franc- 
ville, made her conclude that fome Ac- 
cident had befallen him; or that ſome 
other Female had robb'd her of her Con- 
queſt ; ſhe was giving way to theſe at- 
Aictiog Thoughts, when her Maid en- 
tering with a Paper, diſpell'd for the pre- 
ſent her Afflictions; it proved to be a 
Letter from the Count. 


Count FRANCVILLE, r ALMIR A. 
(under Cover to LIS ET TA.) 


3 HAT muſt my adorable Ami- 


a ra conclude from the Silence of 
her rancuille? After tearing myſelf 
from your dear delightful Preſence, I 
* had wandered a great Length of Way 
* in a profound Revery, my whole 
Mind being taken up with your Image, 
* it growing towards Night, my Ser- 
<* vants put me in mind of it; when my 


“ Horſe taking Fright at ſomething on 
the Road, threw me, almoſt without 
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A French Lady of Diſtindion. 17 


© my being ſenſible of it. When I came 


* to mylelt, I found I was upon a Bed, 


« with my Servants and ſeveral People 


about me in Tears; upon enquiring 


ce the Meaning, they informed me of the 
Accident, and that bringing me to 
© Brianſon, about twenty Leagues from 
ec you, where a Surgeon being ſent for 
4 to bleed me, and not bleeding freely, 
ce they concluded I was dead, or very 
near it; after expreſling their Joy at 
* my coming to myſelf, I enquired what 
* farther Misfortune had been the Conſe- 
&« quence of my Fall? the Surgeon an- 
dc ſwered, a ſmall Contuſſon in my Head, 
© which he did not doubt in a few Days 


«to cure; but that I muſt lie quiet, 


«© as he was apprehenſive of a Fever, 
« which might be attended with dange- 


e rous Conſequences : In ſhort the Per- 


ee turbation of my Mind threw me into 
&« a very violent one; and in my Deli- 
&« rium, I am ſince informed I raved 


& continually about you. Oh! my 4l- 


% mirg, What have I ſuffer'd at the 
« Thoughts of your being ignorant of 
muy Misfortune, and to what Cauſe you 


s could poſſibly attribute my * 
cc or 


. 4 hs 
SS. ap; 2 2 


18 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 

e for till now my Surgeon would not 
e ſuffer me to write; he is a very good 
« kind of Man, and takes great Care of 
& me. I am now ſo well as to take the 
Air in the Fields, for *tis a molt 
charming Situation; and what makes 
< it ſtill more agreeable, is the Thoughts 
* of its being at no very great Diſtance 


„from my moſt charming Almira. 1 


< ſhall wait here till I am ſo happy as to 
“ receive a Line from you; may my ever 
« dear Amira | never ceaſe to love her 


FRANCVILLE, 4 
 Alnird's Spirits not being able to bear 
ſo ſevere a Shock, ſhe fell into a Swoon. 
When ſhe was recover'd ſhe ſat down and 
wrote the following Letter, 


ALMIR 4, 70 Count FrRANCVILLE, of 
Brianſon. 


Hl my Francville, the Sight of 
your engaging Letter gave me 
<© the moſt ſenſible Pleaſure : I leave you 
to judge of the Concern J was under 
* for your unlucky Accident, it quite 
« depriy*d me of my remaining Strength, 
6 and 
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A French Lady of Diſtinction. 19 


ce and [I fell lifeleſs on the Ground: Poor 


& [i/etta was terrified to death at ſeeing 
ce me in ſuch a Condition, but had Pru- 
& dence enough to call no one to her 
A ſſiſtance: I informed her of your 
«© Misfortune, at which the poor good- 


© natur'd Creature burſt into Tears, and 
:20 Wo ſympathiz'd with me. 


& Oh! Francoille, how can I inform 
” you, my Father has inſiſted upon my 


< receiving the Marquis as a Man, whom 


she has deſtin'd for my Huſband; (how! 
4 do I deteſt that Name;) he is for this 
* Purpoſe, to pay us a Viſit next Week. 
« My Father has by ſome Means or 
tc other diſcover*d our Love; ſol think 
e it moſt prudent in our Letters to alter 
our Names; mine being Leonora, and 


CC yours Meleſander; depend upon it, | 
* Francville will ever reign in the Heart 
- © of his 


ALMIRA,?? 


« If you could conveniently make 
ac your Abode for ſome Time where you 


1 are, . 


2 
| 


; 20 ALM IRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 


« are, we might ſooner come to the 


Knowledge of each other's Sentiments.“ 


Adieu. 


MEI. ESAN DER, to LEONORA. 


(under Cover to LYSE TTA.) 


95 A Angels ever guard my dear 
9 Leonora] Your Letter, like a 
„Sovereign Balm, has been more effica- 
6 cious than all the Preſcriptions my Sur- 
„ geon has given me; why was I nat 
& near, when your tender Concern for 
* me depriv*d you of Senſe and Motion; 
« I would have breathed ſuch Kiſſes in 


« your Lips, as ſhould have warm'd you 


0 into Life. I greatly approve, my Dear, 
of the Change in our Names, as it 
may prevent all Suſpicion'z and as all 


Places in the World are equal when 


« you are abſent, I ſhall continue here. 


Oh! my Leonora, I wait with Im- 
<« patience to hear of your Interview with 
the Marquis; how much am I to be 
e indebted to my Leonora, for her Con- 
« ftancy to” 


MELESANDER.” 


„ 
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3 3 fo MELE SANDER, at Brianſon. 


H ! my Meleſander, how has the 
Mind of your Leonora ſuffer'd, 
« till the Day that ſhe was to receive the 
« Marquis; my Father ſent for me on 
% Tyeſday Morning to his Cloſet ; with 
«© trembling Steps and aching Heart I ap- 
e proached his Preſence; him that I was 
e uſed to fee with ſo great Joy, now 
« proved as great a Sorrow. 


Some Time ago ſaid he, Almira, I 
informed you of my Intention of mar- 
e rying you to the Marquis de Merville, 
« he is for this Purpoſe to pay us a Viſit 


c to-morrow, therefore prepare to receive 


ce him in a becoming Manner; In 
« Tears! Almira ? my Child, what can 
c be the Meaning of this Burſt of Sor- 
«* row? then falling at his Feet, my ever 


« honour'd Father, if ever your Almira, 


« whom you have ſo often ſworn to love, 
cc the fond Image of your once lov'd An- 
cc gelica, let me intreat you not to make 
« a Victim of your Child; my Heart 
e averſe to Love, can never hope for 
«© Happineſs : Sure, my Lord, you have 


too 


1 
| 
| 


re 


22 ALNMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
c too great a Regard for the Welfare of 


e your Amira, to inſiſt upon her giving 


& her Hand where ſhe finds fo irreſiſtible 
ce an Averſion. Rite, Almira ! if all my 
« Tenderneſs has not been thrown away 
on a Child unworthy of my Love, I 
& command you to ſee, to eſteem, and 


e if poſſible to love the Marquis. Sure 


& {mira has not diſpoſed of her Heart 
« without the Conſent of her Father ? 
% no, *tis impoſſible ſhe ſhould be guilty 
*« of ſo much Ingratitude to a Father 
ic who has loved her, has indulged her, 
e in every thing her fond Deſires could 
« aim at: A Father ſure has the beſt 
« Right to diſpoſe of his Daughter's Af- 


« fections ; then dry your Eyes, my 


„ deareſt Amira, and if you have any 
« Regard for the Happineſs of a fond 
« Parent that doats on his only Child, 
« can my Amira refuſe to grant the only 


« Requeſt I ever made her ? the Tears 
« ſtreaming from his Eyes, he cry'd, my 


* Child muſt make me happy in her 
Obedience; then kiſſing me tenderly, 
e ke led me to the Door and retired. 


« Oh! 
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A French Lady of Diſtiuction. 23 


„Oh! think, Meleſander, what I ſuf- 
« fer'd, my Father's Tears and Tender- 


e neſs gave me ſuch pungent Sorrow, too 


great to be expreſſed; for Tenderneſs 
<« to a generous Mind, makes a greater 
6 Impreſſion than the moſt cruel Harſh- 
« nels. Oh! Meleſander, there is ſuch a 
„ Flaviſhneſs in churliſh Rigour, and 
4 Servility in Compunction ; for ſure 
& that which cannot be compaſſed by 
e Reaſon, Wiſdom, and Condeſcenſion, 


can never be attained by Force and 


« Conſtraint; for bitter Words and hard 
« Uſage freeze the Heart into a kind 
&« of Obduracy, which mild Perſuaſion, 
ec and gentle Language, only can diſſolve 


5c and ſoften. 


Wednu. 4. O'Clock. 

< am in hourly Expectations of the 
« Marquis; in what Manner I ſhall re- 
de ceive him I can't tell. My Father has 
<« fent me Word, he hopes to fee my 


„ Countenance dreſt in Smiles. His 


„ Equipage is at the Door; Oh ! how 


my Heart flutters, I tremble ſo I can 


& ſcarce hold the Pen,—I am ſent for 
| | „down; 
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24 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 


c attend. 


Wen. to o'Clock. 

« Oh! Meleſander, my Heart is more 
de at Reſt ſince I have ſeen the Marquis; 
e worthy generous Man, to profeſs ſuch 


a Regard for his Rival: But attend to 


% the Circumſtances. 


* Upon my entering the Parlour, my 


Father led me to the Marquis, who 


ce ſaluted me with great Reſpect and Po- 


„ liteneſs; which I ſuffered with ſome 


« Conſtraint, and reaching a Chair, I 
« ſeated myſelt at ſome. Diſtance from 
ce them. After my Father and the Mar- 
« quis had convers'd together for ſome 
« Time, my Father retir'd, frowning 
ce fignificantly at me as he paſs'd. 


The Marquis approach*d me with a 
<« profound Reverence. Madam, ſaid he, 
« your Sighs and downcaſt Looks, (for 
e indeed I had not look'd up fince my 


coming into the Room, ) denote my 


* Pre- 


« down ;. what will be the Conſequence 
Heaven knows; my Fears tell me they 
« will be fatal; another Summons, 1 


ce 
dc 


A French Lady of Diſtincbon. 25 
& Preſence dilagreeable ; if fo, Madam, I 
ce will retire, ſaid he ſighing. I then 
c yentured to look up, when I ſaw a Fi- 
« oure not altogether fo graceful as my 
« Meleſander, but with fo much Sweet- 
« neſs and Benignity in his Looks, that 
« I muſt confeſs, it J had not been pre- 
« engaged to one ſo worthy of my Love 
ce as yourſelf, my Father's Commands 


& had not appear'd fo harſh. 
„ Children, my Lord, faid I, who are 


under the Government of their Pa- 
ce rents, are oblig'd, tho? ever fo much 
« againſt their Will, implicitly to obey 
them: *Tis by his Command, that I 
„ now unwillingly appear before you, 
and in ſo unpolite a Manner refuſe 
e your Suit; but, my Lord, you ſeem to 
ce have Good-nature enough to excuſe a 
& female: Weakneſs ; it was with theſe 
© Thoughts, that I have preſum'd to be | 
« ſo explicit with your Lordſhip.” 


ce Your openneſs of Soul, Madam, has 

* touched me more than any thing could 
& poſſibly do; and tho' I find it impoſſi- 
WD e ble 


26 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtery of 
ec ble to ceaſe adoring you, I will for 
ec ever give up a Claim to your Heart; 
ce but what Pangs it will coſt me, I fear 
] am not yet ſenſible of: I find I am 
not deſtin'd to be the happy Man; my 
« Rival, whoever he is, ſhall find in me 
%a Friend; then my dear Amira, 


(permit me to call you by that tender 


& Name,) who is the Man that has the 
« Happineſs to merit your Eſteem ? 
“ Jour Behaviour has charm'd me, my 
6 Lord, and if it be ſincere If Ma- 
dam, he cry'd, can any one be ſo 
ce great a Wretch to injure ſuch condeſ- 


ce cending Sweetneſs ? Truſt me not, if 


& you have the leaſt Doubt of my No- 


© nour: nh 
4 


* my Lord, to think I had the 


&« leaſt. Thought that was inconſiſtent 
& with your Honour ; but your unex- 
„ ampled Generoſity will excuſe me; his 
« Name (cry'd I bluſhing) is Count 
6 Francville; we have exchanged our 
* mutual Vows, but alas! I fear we are 
never to be happy.” | 

& I have 
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“J have long aſpir'd, Madam, to be 
& worthy of his Acquaintance, his Cha- 
e rafter I have long known, and he is 
ce the only Man in the World I can poſ- 
&« ſibly be pleaſed with as a Rival, Oh! 


„% Almira, how hard a Taſk is it to loſe 


e for ever the Remembrance of your 
« Beauties ? but Honour, Generoſity, all 


I  ** conſpire to make me forget you. — Then 


'© throwing himſelf at my Feet, while I 
„was all Aſtoniſhment. The Cruelty 
of my Fate, Madam, deſerves your 
* Pity ; I adore you, and yet muſt loſe 
«you: What Torments muſt J * 
© while another muſt poſſeſs you? Oh! 
* diſtrafting Thought! Here his Sighs 
* and Tears ſtopt his Speech, and he 


* ſeem'd no longer Maſter of his Paſſion; 


ce he preſs'd my Hand to his Lips with 
ce extatic Fervour ; nor had I the Power 
* to take it away. What do you, my 
„Lord, faid I ? why do you not make 
c uſe of your Reaſon ? Alas! conſider 
« that J am not worthy to be thus 
&« adord; I am ungrateful, and can 
= * make no Return. 7 go, Madam, faid 
C * Roy 
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28 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtery of 


* he; may Heaven ſhower down un- 
© number'd Bleflings on you! and may 


you be happy with your PFrancville ! 


%% May you prove as fortunate as fair, 
and let Zymen's choiceſt Gifts be all re- 
„ ſerved for you! Then riſing from his 
* Knees ; I ſhall wait on you on Friday, 


& Madam, to conſult the moſt proper 


“Means of ſpeaking to your Father; 
and with a Sigh from the inmoſt Re- 


„ ceſles of his Heart, he retir'd, —— 


% Sentiments ſo delicate, ſo refin'd and 


noble, raiſed in me an Admiration, |} 
that Silence alone could expreſs, 


86 I fear my long Letter has tir'd you, 
c tis now paſt Two o'Clock, I have ſat 


& till now to finiſh it, that it may go in 


& the Morning. Adieu, Meleſander, and 
continue to love 


« Your 


« LEONOR A. 


OY 
2 


> 
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MELESANDER fo LEONOR 4. 


(under Cover to LYSETT A.) 


Y Thanks are ever due to my 
dear Leonora, for her long Let- 
ter; how do I eſteem the Marquis, for 
his worthy, his generous Sentiments z 
© how few in his Circumſtances could 
have been ſo uncommonly g great? J fear 
I could not, in the like Caſe, have given 
* up a Claim to {0 125 a Form as 
* yours, 


C 


© What a Soul the Marquis muſt be 
* poſſeſs'd of: I bluſh to think, after 
* ſuch noble and refin'd Sentiments, I 
may have loſt ſome of the Eſteem of 
my Leonora. You praiſe him ſo much 
] cou'd almoſt be Jealous ; if I was not 
* ſenſible Inconſtancy 1 is not in your Diſ- 

* polition, 


© There has been an Affair here which 
© has occaſioned a great deal of Mirth. 
"SY - & 


30 ArmiRa: Or, the Hiſtory of 


A young Gentleman of Fortune, 
© who lives about a League from Brian- 
* on, whoſe Name is Villeroy, having an 
Affair upon his Hands that requir'd him 
to jecure himſelf at his Vila; he was 
ſurpriz'd on Tueſday laſt with the unwel- 
come Sight of an Officer of Juſtice; 
© he received him however, with Civility, 
and commanded his People to treat him 
* with great Reſpect. He invited him to 


dine, and preſs'd it in ſo polite a Man- 


© ner, that the poor Man was oblig*d to 
© ſtay; in fine, he behaved to him as if 


he had been a Perſon of the higheſt 


* Quality. Some Time after Dinner, 
Villeroy aſk'd him if he did not chuſe to 


© bathe himſelf ? by way of Refreſhment 


after his Walk, and the Weather ſo 


© hot; he preſs*d him fo, that it was im- 


© poſſible to refuſe: They were then 


© ſhewn into a Room, where there was 


©a great Bathing-Tub, then ſtripping 
him, they put him in, till he was up to 
the Neck : Villeroy taking a great Knife, 


© told him if he did not dive to the Bot- 


tom of the Tub, he would cut off his 
- + 
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© Ears : The poor Fellow, terrified to 
© Death at his Threats, and at the In- 
« ſtrument of his Puniſhment ; plung'd 
© above a Hundred Times over Head, till 
© he was almoſt ſuffocated : While Ville- 
© roy, who had diverted himſelf with the 
Man's Fears, and dreading to carry the 
© Jeſt farther, told him, he was at Liberty 
* to depart, which the poor Creature was 


very glad to hear; and huddling on 


* his Cloaths, retreated with great Expe- 
* pedition ; bleſſing his Stars that he had 
$ eſcaped ſo well. 


© Will my dear Leonora pardon this 
$ Digreſſion, and excuſe me for enter- 
© taining her with ſo trifling an Ad- 
© venture, 


As your Letters are all the Diver- 
© fions I have here, let me hear from you 


© ſoon, and as often as poſſible. This is 
© the Day that the Marquis is to wait on 
you; I dread the Conſequences. 


Os: Friday, 


— Ro 4 res A 3 


3 


22 ALMIRA: Or, the Hijtory of 


Friday, One O'Clock. 


© Oh! my Leonora, a Letter from my 
Steward brings an Account of, my Mo- 
ther being ſo ill, it is ſcarcely poſſible 
* ſor her to recover. Duty calls me, and 
Love forbids me; yet I know your 
Heart will not condemn me for obeying 


© the Dictates of Duty, I ſhall have 


your Letter directed for me at Limoges. 


Adieu, my dear Leonora; and may 
Heaven preſerve thee for the Arms of 
thy faithful 


MELESANDER,? 


LEONORA, o MELESANDERS; 
at Limoges, 


© T Have all this Day been expecting 
1 the Marquis, and he is not yet 


come; I can't tell on what Account to 
* impute his not being here; *tis naw 


* Four o'Clock, and he promis'd to be 


with me before this. My Father has 
| | been 
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© been in very good Humour ever ſince; 


© he is quite rejoiced, he ſays, to ſee me 
« ſo anxious for the Marquis's Return. 


©*Tis now Six o' Clock, and no Mar- 
quis; but what 1s infinitely more wel- 
come, my Meleſande;'s Leiter, Oh! 
you rightly judged of your Leonora's 
© Dipognen's I ſhouid not have forgiven 
you, if you had not flown to the Arms 

: of your expiring Mother. 


Oh! Meleſander, how nappy were 
* thoſe few Hours and Days I ipent with 


you, whom my Soul adores? I am 
« continually employ'd in reflecting on 
© paſt Pleaſures, and expecting thoſe En- 
* joyments I hope to receive with you. 


Sat. Morn. 11 o'Clock. 


© How fickle is a female Heart, —1 
* who ſo lately dreaded the Marquis, am 
* now under great Concern at my not 
* ſeeing him; how was. I prejudiced 
* againſt the worthy Man ; what Notions 

f 5 did 


—_ * 


© and now I go to receive him. 


24 ArmiRaA: Or, the Hiſtory of 


did not my Mind entertain of him, 
without knowing the Grounds and Rea- 
* {ons for them. —— He is come at laſt ; 


Sat. Two o' Clock. 


* Upon my entering into the Room, 
© the Marquis ſaluted me with a low Bow; 


put ſo pale, and appeared in ſuch Con- 


* fuſion that my Heart bled for him. 
J am concern'd, my Lord, ſaid I, to 


© fee you look ſo ill; I hope no Acci- 


dent has befallen you: No other, Ma- 


dam, anſwered he, ſighing, than my 


© Love for you; the Conflict of Love 
and Honour has been ſevere ; but J 


hope Honour has at length gain'd the 


Victory: It was this Reaſon, Madam, 
© continued he, that hindered me from 
paying my Reſpects to you-Yeſterday, 


II will acquaint your Father, Madam, 
« that your Heart is beſtow'd on an Ob- 
© ject more worthy of your Eſteem than 
* myſelf; and that my Honour won't 
* ſuffer me to make you unhappy by the 


Re- 


r 


Peary 


1 
* 
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© Renewal of my Paſſion : Does this, 


20 Madam, meet with your Approbation ? 


* I bowed Aſſent. Oh! happy, happy, 


* Francville ! (exclaimed he,) thou art 


going to be ſupremely bleſt; whilſt I am 
* doom'd to eternal Sorrow : The Tears 
* ſtreaming from his Eyes; while I was 
unable to utter a Word. I have a Re- 
* queſt to make you, Madam, but fear 
to offend? Worthy generous Marquis, 

your Behaviour ſo noble and diſinte- 
* reſted, charms me; take it my Lord, 
* faid I, holding out my Cheek, and 
* bluſhing, for by his Looks I could read 
his Requeſt. He ſaluted me in great 
* Confuſion, Adieu, Madam, he cry'd, 
* my Prayers ſhall be ever offered up to 
Heaven for your Happineſs : He then 


retir'd, unable to conceal the big Drops 


© that roll d down his manly Cheeks. 


© Oh! Meleſander, what Pity it is ſo 
© much Worth ſhould ever be made un- 
© eaſy : Why is it not in my Power to 


© relieve his tender Heart? he ſtill conti- 
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36 ALMIRA : Or, the Hiſtory of 
* nues with my Father, what will be the 
£ Conſequence, I am yet a Stranger to. 


Sat. Four o' Clock. 


The Marquis is this Inſtant gone; 
© and I hear my Father on the Stairs, — 


0 He enter'd with Fury in his Looks; 


« ſo Madam, ſaid he, I find the Marquis 


has had his final Anſwer. Sure you 
© have no Correſpondence with Franc- 
ville? if you have, it muſt be by the 


* Contrivance of Liſetta; but ſhe ſhall 


* ſleep no longer under this Roof; and 
© as for you, Madam, you ſhall go to a 
Convent, there to learn that Obedience 


© that is duc to a Father, ſo ſaying, he 


© retir*d. 


* Oh! Meleſander; what, am J doom'd 
© to a Convent? dreadful Thought! 


my Tears flow ſo faſt, I can write no 


more 


Cat. 
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Sat. Six o' Clock. 
c Liſetta is in Tears at the Thoughts 


© of leaving me; we have agreed, in 
© caſe I have no Opportunity of giving 


her this Letter before ſhe goes; ſhe is 
to come under my Window at Midnight 
© to take it. 


turned to hurry away Liſetia: He ap- 
© xrehended no Doubt, that I ſhould give 


© her a Letter for you; but this Provemd 


© caution arrived too late; ſo true it is, 
we ſhould not defer any thing to the 
* laſt Moment. 


Oh!] Meleſander; why came you 
here to diſturb my Quiet? I might 
© have made the Marquis happy had you 
© never intruded : Can Meleſander forgive 
< the Diſtraction of a Female Heart? for 
the greater my Sufferings the more dear 
you are to me. Oh! why am I torn 
© away to a Convent, and not to know 
© where ſituated? | 


It 


We had ſcarcely form'd 
© this Reſolution, before my Father re- 


— notes Coe 


38 ALmMIRA: Or, tbe Hiſtory of 


© Tt is twelve, and Liſetta is not come: 


* Sure ſhe is not found out! She has not 
© betrayed me! No, [ wrong the gene- 
© rous Girl ; ſhe is here. My Sor- 
© row is ſo great I fear it will kill me, 

Adieu, my deareſt Meleſauder; and re- 
„ member, 


Your wretched, 


LEonoR a.” 


Almira, after a Night ſpent inTears, 
roſe ſomewhat late in the Morning ; her 
Father ſent her word to get every thing 


in Readineſs by the Beginning of the 
Week. Nothing material happen'd till 
the Day before her Departure, when a 


Letter was brought her from the Mar- 


or in theſe Words, 


The 
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The Marquis pE MERVILLE fo ALMIRA. 


Left your Father, Madam, under 
the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, 
dat the Account I gave him of your 
Heart being engaged; he turned pale 
with Anger; my Lord, faid he, I do 
not in the leaſt doubt but J ſhall make 


that ſtubborn Girl return to her Duty. 
I told his Lordſhip that I would never 


© be the Means of laying any Reſtraint 


on your Inclinations : So making him 


© a low Bow retired, 


The Conſequences can prove fatal 
© to no one. but myſelf, as you enjoy ſuch 
* a Share of his Lordſhip's 'Tenderneſs, 


that his Anger will ſoon ſubſide. | 


The Hurry of my Spirits has thrown 
© me into a Fever, which I am told is 
attended with dangerous Symptoms: 
« What- 


40 ALMIRA :. Or, the Hiſtory of 13 
Whatever is the Cataſtrophe, I r 2 


pray ſor your Happinels 3 and am, | 5 
Yours, Sc. 1 | 


The Marquis pe MERVILLE, 


- ” 5 » 

4 S. 3 4 re 
FOES Tarn tas * 3 
e 


Amira was greatly concern'd at the | 
Marquis's Indiſpoſition, and not think- | 
ing it any Breach of Prudence to anſwer 
his Letter, as her Obligations to him 
were ſuch as made her overlook any ſcru- 
pulous Nicety ; and tho' it may be the 
Opinion of moſt of the Sex that it was 
not prudent to do it in her Circumſtances, 
as he was a declared E.over;. but if they 
recollect at the ſame time his Lordſhip's 
Delicacy, they will be apt to conclude, 
that Almira's Prudence ought not to be 
called in Queſtion : Her Anſwer was 
conveyed in the following Terms. 


ALMIAA 


y 
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Armira to the Marquis DE MERVILLE; 


OUR Lordſhip's Behaviour to 


me has been ſuch as to merit my 
* ſincere Eſteem. Oh! my Lord, my 
« Father's Anger is greater than I could 


© have imagined. In ſhort I am to ſet 


x 


© out to- morrow for a Convent. 


I am greatly concern'd for your Ill- 


= * neſs; and my Prayers, my Lord, ſhall 


* be daily offer*d up to Heaven to reſtore 
you, 155 your Health; and that every 
« Bleffing may attend your Steps, ſhall 


obe the conſtant Wiſh of 


AL MIRA.“ 


>) e 


42 Armira: Or, the Hiſtory, &c. 


— 


Alnira ſet out early the next Morning 
with her Father; where we ſhall leave 
them to purſue their Journey, and fo put 
an End to our firſt Book. 
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BOOK II. 


MMM M FT ER two Days diſagrees» 
* A — able Journey, being ſubject 
7 to many ſevere Reflections, 
. N MM. w they arrived at an elegant 

Building, which Count Ju- 
lio told her was the Convent where ſhe 


was to reſide ; that they were Benedictines, 
and 


44 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
and that the Name of the Place was 
Beurgen Breſſe. He then deliver'd hex to 
the Lady Abbeſs, and ſtrictly charged 
her to let Amira receive no Letter or | 
Meſſage without her firſt examining it. 
He then with Tears in his Eyes Kiſſed 
her, and bid her there learn that Obedi- 
ence that was due to a Father; her Stock 
of Tears was all exhauſted ; but ſhe fel! 
on her Knees and beg'd his Bleſling ; |. 
which he gave her, and retired with. Pre- 
Cipitation, leaving Almira unable to 
change her kneeling Poſture, till the Ab- 
beſs with great Humanity rais'd her, and 
kiffing her Cheek told her, that ſhe had 
ſome young Boarders of her own Age, 
to be her Companions ; upon their ap- 
Pearing ſhe ' ſaluted them round. The 
continual Diſquietudes ſhe had under- 
gone, harraſs'd her ſo much, that ſhe 
beg'd Leave to retire :. She threw herſelf 
on the Bed'; where ſhe abandoned her- 
ſelf to her Grief, When ſhe awoke in 
the Morning the diſmal Objects that ſur- 
rounded her, redoubled her Affliction ; 
for when the Mind's oppreſs'd, every 
thing affects it. 
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The Gloom of a Convent after a little 
Uſe began to wear off, and ſhe convers'd 
familiarly with the young Boarders ; one 
in particular, whoſe Name was Maria de 
Montalvan. 


They conceiv'd ſuch a Friendſhip for 


each other, that they were ſeldom aſun- 


der. Her Perſon was remarkably fine, 
with ſo much Sweetneſs in her Diſpoſi- 
tion, that charm'd Amira; tho' now 
and then a Sigh forced its way againſt 
her Will. Amira beg'd to be favour'd 


with her Hiſtory, upon Promiſe of re- 


lating hers afterwards. Maria in the 
moſt obliging Manner, and with a Voice 


moſt inchantingly ſweet, began as fol- 


lows. 


THR 
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46 ALMIRA: Or, the Hijtory of 
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MonNTALYAN. 


T will be neceſſary, my dear Almtira, 
before I enter my own Hiſtory, to 
give you that of my unhappy Parents. 


My Father the Marquis de Montalvan, 
at the Age of twenty- three, married a 
young Lady of equal Birth and Fortune 
with his own z her Temper was all 
Sweetneſs, and ſhe was every where el- 
teem'd for her Goodneſs; as ſhe was ne- 
ver ſo truly happy as when employed in 
good Actions; in ſhort ſthe was a Per- 
ſon that any Man in the World might 
have been happy with : But the Marquis 
being a Man of a gay Turn, and after 
hving with her near three Years, and 
having two Children by her, myſelf and 
a Brother, began to ſeek abroad for thole : 
Pleaſures he could not find at one. 1 
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The Marchioneſs conſtantly reſided at 
his Villa, while he uſed to divert Binn 
at Paris. 


He had ſcarce arrived upon one of 
theſe Excurſions, when he fell violently 
in love with Jabella, Daughter to a Man 


of the Robe: She was handſome, and 


had a Dignity in her Manner that was 


attracting, but was a finiſh*d Coquette ; 


her Beauty drew after her a Crowd of 
Admirers; but her Vanity was not tho- 
roughly ſatisfied without drawing daily 
Numbers of Captives in her Chains. 
Muſick, Balls, and Entertainments, were 
continually going forward on her Ac- 
count; but all the Joy they gave her 
was in the Hopes'of making new Con- 
queſts. 


Tig theſe that early taint the female Soul, 
Inſtruct the Eyes of young Coquettes to roll, 
Teach 


43 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
Teach Infants Checks a biddea Bluſh to 
know, 
And little Hearts to 2 at a Beau. 
Popz: 


Among her great Number of Admi- 
rers, the Marquis de Montaloan was not 5 
amongſt the leaſt; he had the good (or 
rather ill) Fortune to pleaſe her, and was 
received by her Father and Mother with 
great Civility ; to whom and to Jabella 
he made Preſents with extraordinary 

Magnificence: He promis'd her Mar- 
riage, but beg'd ſhe would keep it a pro- 

found Secret for ſome particular Reaſons 

which he invented; for he was afraid if 
his intended Marriage with Jſabella ſhould | 
tranſpire, it would ſoon be known that 
he had a Wife living. He ran a very 
great Riſque ; as a Perſon of his Con- 
ſequence could not remain long unknown 
in ſuch a Place as Paris: 


P 8 Ha. "Ip 


It :foon began to be the Talk of the 
whole Town, of the Amours of the 
Marquis de Montalvan and Jabella; in- 

3 | ſomuch 
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rude in their ſcandalous Conjectures. 


99 


The Marquis did not remain inſenſible 
of the clamour, and was reſolved ſome 
way or other to get rid of ſuch an Em- 
barraſment, which he found could be 
done no other way than by the deſperate 
Reſolution of killing his Wife. He left 
Paris with theſe horrid Deſigns, promi- 
ſing I/abeila and her Father to return 
ſoon;  Baggbat an Affair of the utmoſt 
Importanee "obliged him to go. 


The lovely Marchioneſs ſeeing him ar- 
Fi le; flew with open Arms to receive him; 
Brother and I attended her, to wel- 
come home our Father: She provided an 
Þlegant Repaſt, and he behaved with ſo 
8 much Tenderneſs to her, and laviſhed his 
Careſſes on his Children, that my poor 
deluded Mother began to think bend 
a bleft,, 
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ſomuch that People became downright 
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co ALMIRA: Or, the Fiftory of 


*Tis amazing to think 'with what 
Coolneſs and Deliberation he perpetrated 
the Murder; for after behaving in ſo 
kind a manner for a few Days, he one 
Evening deſired her to take a Walk in the 
Garden out of Sight and Hearing ; 
where without giving her the leaſt Notice 
of his barbarous Intentions, he ſtrangled 
her with a Napkin which he had pro- 
vided for that Purpoſe : He then cry'd 
out for Help, that his Wife was dying, 
but before any Aid could poſſibly arrive, 
my poor unhappy Mother had breathed 
her laſt. 


_ Mademoiſelle de Montalvan could not 
reſtrain her Tears at the Relation of her, 
Mother's unhappy End: When ſhe had 

dry'd her Eyes, ſhe reſumed her Nara 
rative. a 


Forgive me, Amira, for paying this 
ſmall Tribute of Tears to the Memory 


of my dear Mother. 
My 
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A French Lady of Diſtinction. 51 


My Father ſet no Bounds to his Af- 
fliction, but pretended to be under great 


> Concern. After the Marchioneſs's Fu- 


neral, he put his Affairs in order, and 


left us to the Care of an old female Ser- 


vant. He then returned to Paris, where 
after making an Apology to 1/abella and 
her Father, for making his Stay longer 
than he intended, he married Jabella: 


For ſome time nothing was ſeen but 


Magnificence, for never any Marriage 
made ſo great an Eclat. 


Some Time after the Nuptials, it was 


noiſed abroad that the Marquis was mar- 


ried, when he promiſed his Faith to Ja- 
bella, and that his Wife died in the laſt 


Journey he made her. This ſurprized 
every body ; but their Aſtoniſhment was 


much greater, when it was reported that 
the Marquis had killed his Wife, The 


Report ſtill gaining Ground, the Father 


of Jabella thought proper to conſult his 
Son-in-Law, but his Flight confirm'd 
the Report to be too true. 5 
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$2 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 


*Tis conſcious Guill's the Emphaſis of Hell, 
Mere all but Fables elſe the prieſthood tell. 


The Parents of the deceaſed puſhed 
the Affair with Vigour, reſolving to bring 
the Marquis to that Puniſhment his Wick- 
edneſs deſerved. While he in the mean 
time, without the leaſt Remorſe, partook 
of all the Pleaſures that Italy afforded. 
He was not in want of Money, having 
received great Sums on his Marriage 
with Jabella; when he had ſufficiently 


ſated himſelf with the Pleaſures of 7aly, 
(which were without Number, as it was 


the Seaſon for the Carnival,) he retired to 


the Borders of France; he had diſguiſed 


himſelf as he vainly imagined, impoſſible 
to be known ; yet notwithſtanding his 
Precaution he was known and ſtopt. 


Iſabella, who was going in Search of 


him, arrived ſome Time after. This 
ſad News afflicted her beyond Meaſure, 


= for 


his 


for 


A French Lady Diſtinction. 53. 
for ſhe had buoyed herſelf up with the 
Hopes of enjoying her Huſband's Com- 
pany, as ſhe loved him to Exceſs, I 
adore him, ſaid ſhe to herſelf ; why is 
he culpable ? but is he nat criminal for 
my ſake ? I look not upon his Crime 
with the ſame Eyes that others do, be- 
cauſe I love him! It was for me he com- 
mitted it; and tho* he appears culpable 
to all the World, he is not lo to me! 


She reſolved to Aiſguiſe herſelf as 

a Man for the ſake of ſeeing him in the 
Prifon She treated the Jailors very 
handſomely, that by it ſhe might gain 
Admittance,: She oy them ſhe was 
come to ſpeak to t _ de Mon- 
talvan; her Voice and Manner, together 


with her extreme Beat ſoon diſcover d 
her Sex ; ſhe inform d them of the Reaſon 


of her Diſguiſe, and was ſet at Liberty. 


The Marquis ſoon after confeſs'd his 
Crime and was executed, and poor Ja- 
bella could not conſole herſelf for his. 

D 3 Death, 


54 ArLMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
Death, but retir'd to a Convent, where 


Grief for the Loſs of her beloved Mar- 
quis ſoon brought her to the Grave. 


Thus end the Lives of my unhappy 


Parents, leaving myſelf and a Brother 


not ſix Years old, to the Care of a diſtant 


Relation, who took us home after the 


Marquis's Death. 


The Eſtate, which was very large, 
was confiſcated to the Government; but 
the King out of his Royal Goodneſs, 
not confounding our Innocence with the 
Guilt of the unhappy Marquis, reſtored 
us to our Eſtate and Honours. 


The Perſon under whoſe Care we were 
placed, was an Aunt of my Mother's; a 
Woman exceſſively ſour in her Diſpo- 


fition : She had the Cruelty to be for 


ever reminding us of the unhappy End 
of the Marquis: My Brother liv'd but 
two Tears under her cruel Tyranny, 


leaving me alone to the Reproaches of 
+3 the 


Fe, 
. 
* 


ler 


unt 


ut 


* ; * * p CY 5 e. r n N W 
TÜ 0 TIC oe le ES PPC OTE OO oy i 7 Sw — 
7 . n Ys . 0 % $4 * W 1 8 0 . "<4 N - 
PE ; F 7 3 1 Nl. ny A nes OE Ee oe CSS 
* Ry”, e . TOY) L On % a N c N 
e ll Ot 23 0 Se 7 i Par eh REPS A I RL ods OY NE 8 : 
% - IE in as . "A 3 rs e — Age" 1 1 „ "ko "3% 
N ec ge- 1 | , x ; e 


A French Lady of Diſtinction. 5 5 
the inhuman Wretch, She had been 
handſome in her Youth, and had been 
married to a very deſerving g young Gen- 
tleman, whoſe Heart ſhe "bros in lets 
than two Years after her Marriage ; and 
tho? ſhe ſtill continued handſome, no one 
wou'd ever aempt to gain her for a 


Me. 


J was obliged to attend my Muſick 
and Dancing-Maſters at a Houſe in the 
Village, as ſhe wou'd never ſuffer them 
under her Roof: She us'd when in a 


Paſſion, to throw at me whatever came 
in her way; in ſhort, her Behaviour was 


ſuch, that I have often thought I ſhould 
have died with Grief ; how happy would 
I ſay are you, my deareſt Brother, who 


are releas'd from my Troubles? 


The only Pleaſure I enjoy'd was in a 
fine Library, where I commonly ſpent 
moſt Part of my leiſure Hours, and 


gain'd ſuch a Reliſh for Reading, that 


in time it became a great Pleaſure, | 
D 4 I had 


56 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 


I had ſcarcely arrived in my ſixteenth 
| Year, before Heaven was pleas'd to re- 
leaſe me from her inſupportable Tyranny, 


for ſhe was ſeized with a violent Diſorder- 


In her Stomach, and tho? ſhe had all the 
Aid that cou'd poſſibly be procured, ſhe 
died in a few Days, leaving me an im- 
menſe Fortune. 


I was quite elated with the Thoughts 
of my approaching Happineſs : Soon 


after her Interment I flew to Parris, or 


rather into a new World ; my Eyes were 


dazzled with the Splendor and Magnifi- 
cence of every thing about me; I was 


tranſported at the Change of Scene, and 
was ever ready to aſk myſelf, whether 
my Exiſtence was real or a Dream? I 
took an elegant Houſe, ſet up a ſuperb 
 Equipage, hired a Number of Servants, 


was at all the public Diverſions, and was 


in love with every thing that was new. 
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A French Lady of Diſtinction. 57 


I was not in want of Admirers ; for 
in ſuch a Place as Paris, a Girl of a mo- 
derate Share of Beauty, need never to be 
at a loſs for them. I laugh'd at all their 
Impertinences, reſolving never to clog 
myſelf with a Huſband : I was in ſhort a 
downright Coquet ; as I was never hap- 
py without a Crowd of Adorers; I gave 
none of them any Cauſe of Complaint, 
as I diſpens'd no Favours on one, which 


the other did not RO of, While— 


A Thouſand youtBfat Hearts my Pow'r obey'd, 
And Homage to my ſoft Dominion paid. 


I had not yet ſeen the Man who had 
the Power of giving me a Moment's Un- 
ealineis ; and I was often. rallied by my 
Acquaintance, for what they called In- 
ſenſibility ; remarking to me the different 
Perfections of my Lovers: There is the 
Marquis de Bon Mein, ſays one, whoſe 
Perſon is ador'd by all the Women in 

D 5 Town, 


58 ArmiRa: Or, the Hiſtory of 

Town, but he-wants Wit; then ſays 
another, there is the Chevalier de Bearyen, 
who, tho? he wants Perfon, has the moſt 
briiliant Underſtanding, join'd to the 
mott poignant Wit: And the Count de 
Giſers, who, with a fine Perſon, and fine 
Senſe, is likewiſe the beſt bred Man in 
the World; but he is ſo conceited, that 
he imagines every Lady that ſpeaks to 
him is in love with his pretty Perſon : 
All theſe, ſays the Dutcheſs de Belle 
Eſprit, perfectly adore you, and yet your 
Inclinations plead in favour of none of 


them: But alas! my Heart was not long 


before it own'd Subjection. 


In the mean time Mademoiſelle de 
Beaujeu, the Siſter of the Chevalier, a 


young Lady who was infinitely dear to 
me, was continually pleading 1 in the Be- 


half of her Brother, who was a Man 
ſuperior in Underſtanding to any of my 


Lovers, but yet my Heart never {poke 


in | ts Favour, 


I had 
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I had continued thus diſnpating my 


Hours in Amuſements for more than a 
| | Year, when being one Night at the 
9 Opera, with my dear Friend Mademoi- 
| fille de Beaujeu, I was ſtruck with the 

' Figure of a young Gentleman in the 
next Box: I could not keep my Eyes. 
F from him during the whole Performance, 
and I found he regarded me with a fixed 
Attention. After the Concluſion, he 
came and beg'd to have the Honour of 
"> [© handing me to my Coach, which I had 


not Power to refuſe; as he led me from 
the Box, he beg'd to be admitted to wait 
on me the next Day, which I granted. 


F In our way home, Mademoiſelle de 
| Beaujen rallied me on my new Conqueſt; 
remarking to me the Agreeableneſs of his 
| Perſon and Manner; I told her I had 


} remarked nothing pleaſing in his Form, 
& but rather the Reverſe; but I was ſo ill 
[© = Diflembler, that ſhe ſoon found out my 

x true 


PPP 


60 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 


true Sentiments; ſhe then forbore to 
rally me, and knowing that in my Si- 
tuation Company was not very accepta- 
ble, ſhe kindly took her Leave. 


In ſhort I had now found the Man 
who was to pay me for all the Anxieties 
J had made his Sex ſuffer ; I diſcharg'd 


my numerous Admirers to keep conſtant 


to my dear Belville. 


4 Oh ! his charming Tongue 

Was but too well acquainted with my Weak- 
neſs ; 

He talk'd of Love, and all my melting 
Heart 

Diſſolv'd within my Breaf. 


In ſhort, we lov'd each other with a 


mutual Affection, when one Day I re- 


ceived a Letter to inform me, that Bel- 


ville was married to a deſerving young 
Lady, 
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A French Lady of Diſtinction. 61 
Lady, and had three Children by her ; 


the Tears ſtarted from my Eyes, on 


reading the Letter, but upon Delibera- 
tion concluded it to be only a Scheme of 
ſome of my Lovers, to make a Breach 


between us; I was reſolved however to 


tax him with it when next he came, 


which was not till the Day after, when 


he appeared with as much Gaiety and 
Vivacity, as if he had been innocent: 
The Letter run thus. 


Madam, 


Am an entire Stanger to your Pers 
| ſon, but not to your Fame; Bel- 


2 s Regard for you has reach'd me; 
beware how you entertain ſo baſe a 
Man, that could think of deceiving ſo 
* much Excellence. He is married, Ma- 
dam, to a young Lady of Worth and 
Fortune, and has had three Children 
by her; ſhe is now at a Villa of his, 
about fifty Leagues from Paris; and 
< little n ſhe think. of the Part her 

* Huſband 


62 Aranna: Or, the Hiſtory of 
© Huſband is playing to deceive a young 


Lady, whom if the knew ſhe could 
* not but eſteem: Break with him in 
time, if you have any Regard for your 
Character. 
* know him, that he is diverting himſelf 


dat your Expence: Adieu, Madam, and 


, believe me your Friend, 


-v. 


_ : 


T told him I had a Letter, which I 
beg*d his Sentiments of. As he read it, 
he turned pale, and ſeemed in great Con- 
fuſion ; *tis enough, cry'd I, perjur'd 
deceitful Wretch.——Nay don't deny it, 
(for he was beginning to open his 
Mouth,) your Looks condemn you: Can 
you, Madam, faid he, forgive a Wretch 
that adores you ? Tis true I am 


married. Married | How did you 
dare then, inſolent as you are, to affront 


me with your ſcandalous Love ? Fly! 
* "= od 
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4 French Lady of Distinction. 63 


avoid my Sight this Inſtant! Know, in- 


jurious Man, I deſpii: and deteſt you, 
as much as ever I hid: What could 
poſleſs me, ever to regard /o deſpicable 
a Traitor ? Why will you ſlay to triumph 
in my Misfortunes ? In ſhort my Spirits 


| were too weak to bear ſo levere a Shock, 


and I fainted awiy : How long I had re- 


mained inſenſible I don't know; but 


on coming to mylelf, he was upon his 
Knees, bathing my Hand with his Tears; 
this Sight almoſt mollified me : How 
weak are we when entangled with Love ? 
His Tears and humble Poſture made an 


Impreſſion on me; and my Heart thro* 


Prepoſſeſſion pleaded in Behalf of the 


Traitor; but offended Virtue, and a no- 


ble Pride, came that Inſtant to my Reſ- 
cue: I am ill, cry'd I, leave me. 
Hear me but ſpeak, Madam? by theſe 
Tears which flow in ſuch Abundance, I 
love you to Exceſs. Fiypocritical 
Tears, cry'd I, — Tis true, Madam, I 
am guilty ; the Pleaſure I receiv'd in your 
Converfation would not let me inform 
you of my Marriage, as that would for 
ever have deprived me of your Com- 


pany, 


64 ArMRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
pany, and my Wife's ill State of Health, 
whom] hourly expect to be no more, con- 


firmed me in theſe Reſolutions: But here 


at the Shrine of your offended Virtue, I 
implore your Forgiveneſs; let theſe 
Tears plead my Excuſe? No more, cry'd 
I, your peſtilential Breath is odious to 


begone! perfidious Traitor! and 


never more preſume to enter my injur'd 
Preſence ;—with theſe Words I retired, 
when he attempted to ſtop me; but with 


a Look of inconceivable Diſdain, I gave 
him to underſtand it would be to no 


Purpoſe. 


T then flew to my Cloſet, where I gave 


Vent to the Grief, that, before ſtiffled, 


had almoſt choaked me. Unfortunate 


Maria] thou art doom'd to all the Miſ- 


fortunes of the Family Married! 
What a Thought? - Curſe on the Hour 
I firſt loved Belville! and curſe on my 
Charms, that could captivate him !— 
Why did I ever leave my peaceful Re- 
tirement, to diſſipate my Time in Folly 

and 
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A French Lady of Diſtin&ion 65 
and Diverſions ? Had I never known 


Paris, I might have known no Mit- 
fortunes? 


For rather wou' d J in ſome humble Cell, 

Diſtant from all that's gay, for ever dwell, 

Than waſte my flying Hours, and thus 
divide 


My Time *twixt Folly, Vanity and Pride. 


Still trifling thus debaſe the Gift of Senſe, 
And live the Slave of dull Impertinence. 


Theſe were my raving Thoughts all 
that Night, in the Morning I gave Or- 
ders to be denied ta every body ; and it 
Belville came to ſay I was ill, and re- 
ceived no Company, I have immedi- 
ately diſpatched a Servant for Mademoi- 
ſelle de Beaujeu When ſhe entered my 
Cloſet, ſhe found me in an Agony of 
Grief, which excited her Compaſſion ; 
ſhe embraced me tenderly, and beg'd to 
partake of my Sorrow ; when I had a 


little recovered myſelf, I related to her 
the Hiſtory of my Life; ſhe ſincerely 
pitied me, was greatly exaſperated againſt 
Belville, 


| 
| 
| 


66 AT MINA: or, 22 je Hife of 


Betville, and could not blame my Reſo- 
lution of retiring for ſome Time. My 
dear Maria, ſaid the ſighing, you are not 
the only one who has met with Misfor- 
tunes ; I have experienced them in a 
great Degree ; and as you have plac'd 
ſo much Confidence in me, *tis but Juſ- 
tice to return it, by informing you of the 
Cauſe of my Unhappineſs ; which ſhe 
did in the following Manner, 


THE 
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O F 


Mademoiſelle de B E A v JEU. 


12 not more than ſix. Years old, 
when I had the Misfortune to loſe 
the beſt of Fathers, but had the Hap- 


pineſs of being left to the Care of a Bro- 


ther, whoſe Goodneſs to me is impoſſi- 


ble to be deſcribed ; he placed me in a 
Convent ſome Leagues from Paris, tor 
my Education, where I grew up with a 
ſmall Share of Beauty, at leaſt I fancied 
ſo, as I was continually flatter'd by every 
body on the Charms of my Perſon z in 
this manner I arrived at my ſeventeenth 

Year z, 
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68 Aria: Or, the Hiſtory of 


Year ; when being one Day at the Grate 
with n oiſelle de Vermandois, when 
ſne was ſent for to receive the Marquis 
her Brother, who was remarkably hand- 
ſome in his Perſon, but had an Air of 
Haughtineſs, that render'd him entirely 
diſagreeable to me. "The Converſation 
became general, which he took care to 
feaſon now and then, with many Com- 
pliments on my Beauty; which was re- 
ceived on my Side, with a Reſerve, which 
ſeem'd to give him Concern : When he 

retir*d, he told his Siſter that he ſhould 
return again in a few Days, when he 
hop'd I would honour him ſo far as to 
accompany her; I made him no Anſwer. 
When we retir'd, Mademoiſelle de Ver-. 
mandoise aſked me my Opinion of her 
Brother, and I was free enough to tell 
her of the Diſlike I had conceiv'd againſt 
him: She ſeem'd under great Concern 
at what J had ſaid; as ſhe told me, her 
Brother had accidentally ſeen me, and 
was deſperately in love with me ; that 
it was by his Deſire that ſhe had engag'd 
me to attend her ; I could not help ex- 


preſſing ſome little Reſentment againſt 
ber. 
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her. She beg'd my Pardon, but pleaded 


ſo ſtrongly in behalf of her Brother, that 
J was oblig'd to tell her my Averſion 
againſt him was ſo ſtrong, that I could 
never overcome it. 


In ſhort my Heart was beſtow'd on a 
young Gentleman who ſometimes viſited 
a Relation which he had in the Convent, 
whom I commonly attended to the 


Grate ; he was call'd the Chevalier de 


Soiſſons; there was ſomething ſo capti- 
vating in his Form, that my Heart yield- 
ed to the ſoft Intruder: He had no Op- 
portunity of revealing his Paſſion, tho? 
his Eyes conveyed to me the Secrets of 
his Flare, © 


E was in this Situation, when J was in- 


formed of the Love that the Marquis de 


Vermandois had conceiv'd for me. Ma- 
demoiſelle his Siſter importun'd me great- 
ly to go with her to the Parlour, when 


her Brother came, but ſhe found it im- 


poſſible ro make me change my Reſolu- 
tion, 
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tion of never more being ſeen there: 


She brought me ſeveral Letters, which I 
had never the Curioſity to look into, 


but return'd them all unopen'd ; ſhe at 


laſt grew ſo importunate, that J was ob- 
liged to read one, which was filPd with 


his violent Love for me, and at the ſame 


Time upbraiding me for my Cruelty ; 
but was wrote with an Air of Inſo- 
lence and Pride, which he could not 
hide, tho' he had taken great Pains to 


do it. 


Some Time after, there arrived a Poſt- 
Chaiſe at the Convent, with a Letter di- 
rected for me, informing me that my 


Brother had fought a Duel, and had re- 


ceived a Wound in his left Side, which 


was look' d upon as mortal, and deſired 
to ſee me immediately ; I never gave 
mylelf a Moment for Reflection, but 
hurried into the Chaiſe ; the Thoughts 
of my dear Brother's Danger, made me 
regardleſs of my own Safety. 

We 


o 
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We continued going at a great Rate 
for more than an Hour, when I began 
to be apprehenſive of Danger, as I knew 
we ought to have reach'd Paris long be- 
fore. On putting my Head out of the 
Chaiſe, to enquire the Reaſon of it, when 
the firſt Obje& that ſtruck my Sight, 
vas that of the Marquis de Vermandois; 1 
{cream'd violently, and fell into a Swoon ; 
upon coming to myſelf he was in the 
Chaiſe with me: I upbraided him in the 
moſt bitter Terms, and with Tears for 
bis Behaviour; his Anſwer was, that I 
deſerv'd ſuch Uſage for my inſupportable 
Pride, that he once had Intentions of 
making me his Wife, but ſince I had 
refuſed his Addreſſes with fuch Scorn, he 
would fatisfy his Paſſion, and leave me 
to repent of having dar'd to refuſe a 
Man, whom Ladies of the higheſt Diſ- 
tinction at Court, would look upon as 
the greateſt Honour, I wearied Heaven 
with my Prayers, but all to no Purpoſe ; 
in the Evening as we were going thro' a 
thick Wood, he ordered the Chaiſe to 
| ſtop, 
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ſtop, and dragging me out more dead 


than alive, ſwore he would there make 


himſelf Maſter of my Perſon. He was 
very near perpetrating his brutal Purpoſe, 
when Heaven ſent me a Succour that J 
leaſt expected, which to my great Com- 
fort was the Chevalier de Soiſous, with 
two Servants. Hold, infamous Monſter, 
cry*d the Chevalier, and take the Reward 
due to thy Villainy. The Marquis draw- 
ing his Sword, cry'd out with his ac- 
cuſtom'd Haughtineſs; Who are you? 


that dares control my Will? She ſhall 


be mine in ſpite of thee ; but let me 
chaſtiſe thee for thy Inſolence, audacious 


Youth, who has preſum'd to interrupt 


the Pleaſure of the Marquis de Verman- 
dois; ——retire | before thou feel'ſt the 
Puiſſance of my Arm: But the Cheva- 
lier was not to be frighten'd in that 
manner, he attack'd him, and they 
fought with great Fury, when by a lucky 
Chance, the Marquis received a Wound, 
which inſtantly deprived him of his 
Life. 
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In the mean time I was upon my Knees 


invoking Heaven for the Preſervation of 
my dear Chevalier ; who as ſoon as the 
Marquis had breathed out his laſt, run up 
to me, and placing one Knee upon the 
Ground; I ſhall look upon this, Madam, 
as the happieſt Hour in my Life; as I 
have had an Opportunity of preſerving 
you from the Brutality of that Wretch, 
whoſe Life is the Price of his Preſump- 
tion. I could return no Anſwer to the 
Chevalier, I was ſo overpower'd with 
Shame and Conſuſion: In the mean time, 
his Servants had put to Flight thoſe of 
the Marquis ; I then gave him my Hand, 
and he placed me in the Chair, making 
one of his own Servants ride as Poſti- 
lion. 


In this manner we arrived at Paris, 
without any further Accident: My Bro- 
ther was greatly aſtoniſhed to ſee me, at 
ſuch an Hour; but when he heard the 
W I had been in, and the Obliga- 

E. tions 
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tions I was under to the Chevalier, he 
was ſo confounded that he could not 
ſpeak ; when he had recover'd himſelf, 
he return'd the generous Chevalier 
Thanks for the timely Preſervation of 
his dear Siſter ; he adviſed him however 
to retire to a Place of Safety, as the 
Marquis's Family had very * Intereſt 


at Court. 


The next Day there was a Lettre de 


Cachet iſſued out for apprehending him. 
He ſent me a Letter to inform me of it, 


and of the Love he had conceiv'd for 


me; and the little Concern he ſhould be 
in for his Life, if my Heart was averſe 
to his Hopes. I read this Letter to my 
Rrother, who ſoon perceiv'd the Regard 
I had for him: In ſhort, I anſwer'd his 
Letter in Terms which made it eaſy to 
conceive he was not diſagreeable to me: 
He retired into Italy, where he has re- 


fided theſe two Years; and tho? the 


greateſt Solicitations have been uſed at 
Court, we have not yet been able to gain 


his Pardon. 
J teſti- 


0 


AF rench Lady of Distinction. 6 


I reſtified the great Concern I felt at 
her Misfortunes, and comforting her 
with the Hopes of one Day enjoying the 
Company ot her dear Chevalier. 


I then gave Orders to pack up every 
thing, for I was determin'd to leave 


Faris with as much Expedition as poſſi- 


ble: In about a Week every thing was 
ready; I diſcharg'd my Houſe, and the 
creater Part of my Servants ; and after 
embracing Mademoiſelle de Beaajeu, and 
taking an affectionate Leave of her, I 


retir d to my Villa; but as Belville had 


the Inſolence to ſend me a Letter there, 
took Refuge in this Convent, which 
no- body knows but my Steward and 
Mademoiſelle de Beaujen ; and tho' Bel- 
ville has made many Attempts to gain 
the Knowledge of my Retirement, they 


continue to their Truſt. 


IJ have refided here almoſt a Year, 
here the only Happineſs I have hither- 
to enjoy'd, is in the Pleaſure of hearing 

1 tom 


76 ALmMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 


from my dear Friend de Beaujeu; never. 


theleſs I began to be tired of the melan- 
_  choly Life we lead, as not ſuiting with 
the Vivacity of my Temper, and if your 
coming had not detain'd me, I believe I 


ſhou'd have once again launch'd into the 


World, tho' I ſhould have been plagu'd 
with Belville's deteſted Love: I ſtrive to 
forget him, but his Image ſtill returns to 
my Fancy. His Wife is ſince dead, ſo 
that I might now love him without a 


Bluſh, but his Behaviour and my Pride 


will never ſuffer me to reward his 


Paſſion, 


Thus my Amira, have I given you 
the Hiſtory of the unfortunate de Mon- 


talvan, and her more unfortunate Pa- |# 


rents; if you ſee any Levity in my Con- 
duct, be kind enough to excuſe it; a 


young Girl, who had been bred up under 
the Tyranny of an old Relation, and had 


never ſeen any thing of the World, to 
launch out into all the Follies of it 
without a proper Guide, was certainly 
imprudent; but I have told you my 


Follies without the leaſt Diſguiſe, + 
: - | Here 


— 


1 
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Here let me dwell, nor turn one careleſs Look 
On yonder hated World, 82 IE 


A * * * * * * 


It cannot be ! Mortality returns !_ 

Je radiant Skies adieu ! Ze Starry 
Fad 

1 muſt fulfil my Day, and wait the Tour, 

7 hat brings eternal Liberty and Reſt. 


Amira thank'd her in Terms expreſ- 
ſive of the Pleaſure ſhe had received. 
She then related to Maria de Montalvan 


her Hiſtory, not forgetting to cxtol in 


the higheſt Terms, the Behaviour of the 
Marquis de Merville. Theſe two young 


Ladies vow'd to each other eternal 


Friendſhip; and by the Sprightlineſs of 
their Converſation, they made the Gloom 


ok a Convent inſenſibly wear off. Ma- 
demoiſelle de Monlalvan did all ſhe could 


to forget Belville, and was for ever talking 


to Almira of the Worth of Count Franc- 


ville, and the heroic Behaviour of the 


Marquis: How would ſhe often ſay, 


ſhould I adore a Man of the Marquis's 
E 2 — 
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Sentiments ? Something in him 1o noble, 


fo every way deſerving of a Lady's 
Love. 


There was a Span; Nun in the Con- 
vent, remarkably fine in her Perſon, and 
had many excellent Qualities ; but ſhe 
always kept hcrſelt fo retir'd, that they 
had no Opportunity of converſing with 
her; her Name was Lindamira, but ſhe 
Was always called the Belle Eſpagnol. Sil- 
ter Thereſa, a Nun whom they were inti— 
mate with, related to them her Flory 
in che following Manner. 


ay ooh hugs 
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O F 
LIN DA 1 1 


(or the Belle Espagnol.) 


NE of the beſt Kings that ever 

; ſat on the Throne of Spain, having 
* reign'd happily almolt forty Years, and 
governed with the greateſt Prudence; in- 
ſomuch that his Subjects lov'd him as a 
Father. He died regretted by all his 
People, and left a Son behind him no 
more than two Years old, to the Care 
of a Princeſs of more than common Me- 

rit : She was married to Frederick Bro- 
ther to the King, who after his Death 


7 took upon him the Government. 
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This Prince had many excellent Qua- 


lities, and eaſily acquir'd the Friendſhip 
of the Spaniards. He was declared Guar- 
dian to the young King ; and could he 
have ſet any Bounds to his Ambition, he 


had acquir'd immortal Glory; but he 
cou'd not taſte the Sweets of abſolute 


Command : He looked upon his Ne- 
phew with inconceivable Hatred ; for 
knowing, if it was poſſible to take the 
Authority from him, his Name wou'd be 
thoroughly eſtabliſhed, 


What Diſorders will not Ambition 
create in the Mind of Man? He ſoli— 
cited his Friends, he ſuborn'd his Crea- 
tures, and laviſh'd the Treaſures of the 
Crown to gain their good Opinion; and 


when he was ſatisfied of their kind In- 


tentions, he aſſembled the States. 


The Pretence for this Aſſembly was to 
take Counſt! about ſome Diſorders in 


The 


Galicia. 
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The Nobles and People chan d with 
his Modeſty, while he anſwer'd nothing 
to the loud Applauſes that were given 
him ; but his Friends and his Creatures 
had the Boldneſs to make the Propoſi- 


tion, 


One of the firſt Noblemen of the 
Kingdom ; after having ſpoke to the 
Prince in a ſtudied Harangue; ſaid that 
as the King was ſo young, and not of 
an Age to command, that it was im— 
poſſible he could put a Stop to theſe Dil- 
orders: That the Name of Guardian, 
which they had beſtow'd on Fredericæ 
was grand, but that it did not make 
him formidable to his Neighbours, and 
of no Conſideration to the Spaniards. 


This Propoſition was received by the 
Noble with great Applauſe; and they 
forced Frederick (in Appearance) to re- 
ceive the Crown; hut that it ſhould re- 


turn to the Prince after his Death. Ve- 
E 3 , derice 
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derick diſſembled his Joy, and thank'd 
his new Subjects with great Modeſty. 


He took upon him the Title of King, 
with the Deſign to carry 1t to his Grave ; 
and was in hopes to leave it to his 
Children. 


He began with every thing neceſſary 
to keep the Crown in his own Poſleſſion ; 
for he concluded as ſoon as Sigiſinond ar- 
rived at a proper Age, he would make 
many Attempts to regain his Kingdom; 
and recollecting at the ſame time the 
Inconſtancy of thoſe who had put the 
Sceptre in his Hands; that on the leaſt 
Occaſion they would take the Part of 
their legitimate Maſter,” as they would 
never want Pretexts to change ; he there- 
fore took all the neceſſary Protections to 
keep the Crown tor his own Poſterity. 


Great Troubles to a Throne, the Way 
prepare, 
And greater Troubles muſt preſerve when 


there, 
Yet 
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Let the ambitions envy thoſe that reign, 


They know the Pomp of Crowns, but not 
the Pain, 


In the firſt Movements of his Heart 
he was tempted to murder his Nephew, 
but a {mall Sentiment of Humanity pre— 
vail'd over the Cruelty of his Reſolu— 
tion, He ſent him into the Province of 
Andaluſia, with a Perſon that he could 
truſt, never to reveal to him the Secret 
of his Birth ; but gave him a Retinue fit 
for a Prince. Fe was punctually obey'd, 
for at the Age of Seventeen, the Prince 
was entirely ignorant of his Birth, and 
of every thing that could be of any Ad- 
vantage to him. 


But it happen'd that fome Strangers 
by adverſe Fortune arrived there, They 
were ſo happy as to fee him, and to en- 
tertain a great Regard for him; they 
taught him all the Sciences in a ſhort 
1ime, as he had a Capacity to attain 
any thing: It ſeem'd as it Heaven had 
always protected the Prince; for to them 

he 
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he entirely ow'd the Progreſs he mace 


in the polite Sciences. 


He found the Movements of his 
Heart, inclin'd him to War, as the 
Baſis of his Fortune; he ſtudied 
daily, and every Day augmented his 
Merit. It was with great Uneaſineſs he 
brooked the Behaviour of the Governor 
of the Province, who was the Perſon he 
was intruſted with; but he dying, and 
revealing to him his Birth and Misfor- 
tunes, he then began to be known by 
all the People of Diſtinction in the Pro- 
vince ; they not only deplored his Mis- 
fortune, but agreed to ſettle the Crown 
upon his Head. 


He receiv'd the News of his Birth, 
with a Moderation worthy of him. He 
had in his Retirement ſtudied Philoſophy, 
that Guide of Life, and Diſcoverer of 
Virtue; the moſt eftectual Leſſon to 
calm one's Paſſions: His Heart was not 
puffed up with the Thoughts of mounting 


the Throne; he told them in the moſt 
obliging 
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obliging manner, that when his Uncle's 
Death had left him the free Poſſeſſion, 
he would then reign over them. 


The Noiſe all Ardaluſia made about 

the Merit of the young Prince, arriv'd 
at. Court; which greatly chagrin*d Fre- 
derick : He ſaw in a Moment all his Pro- 
jects ruined ; he repented that when it 
was in his Power, he had not taken away 
his Life; and by that means have kept 
the Crown in his own Poſſeſſion : He 
corrupted Aſſaſſins to poiſon him; but 
all their opprobrious Schemes proved 
abortive ; and the King after a Number 
of fruitleſs Attempts, contented him- 
ſelf with the Aſſurances he had receiv'd 
from the Nobles of the Province of An- 
delufia, that they wou'd never attempt 
any thing in favour of Sigiſinond; that 
he led a retir'd Life, free from all the 
Noiſe and Tumults of the World. The 
Nobles however kept up an Intelligence 
with the young Prince; and only waited 
for a proper Opportunity to place him 
on the Throne. 


In 
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In the mean time the Court lived at 
Madrid in the greateſt Tranquillity ; only 
Frederick was continually tormented with 
the fear of being depoſed, He had go- 
verned hitherto with great Sweetneſs and 
Moderation; but he now began to be 
guilty of Acts of Injuſtice ; Crimes 
which are generally the Attendants on 
Uſurpation. It had been happy for him, 
if he cou'd have behav'd with the ſame 
Prudence that he did upon the Death of 
the King, and on the firſt beginning of 


his Reign. 


He had about his Perſon a young Spa- 
zb Lord, whole Name was [enriques ; 
who had gain'd his good Graces by ſome 
ſignal ces that he had done him; and 
by an agreeable and engaging Manner, 
which had gain'd him the Eiteem of the 
Court. He was a Favourite, and what 
is more extraordinary, he was not 


envicd. 


Henrigues was become paſſionately en- 


amour'd of Lindamira, who was looked 
upon 
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upon by the whole Court with Admi- 
ration, and every body applauded his 
Choice, He was young, well made, 
and had a fine Face; with an Air of fo 
much Majeſty, that would not have diſ- 
grac'd a Crown; he was of a ſweet 
Temper, was brave, and at the Age of 
Twenty-two had fignaliz*d himſelf by 
Actions which made a great Eclat. 


J. a could be equall'd by none, 
neither for her Beauty, nor the greatneſs 
of her Mind; ſhe had a Dignity in her 
Manaer which commanded Reſpect ; in 
fine ſhe was admir'd by all the Men, and 
envied by all the Women: She was 
courted by Men of the higheſt Diſtinction 
and Fortune ; but they had none of them 
Merit enough to win her; and were all 
jealous of Henriques, whoſe good Perſon 
and fine Qualities they fear d would . 
the Preference. 


TLiindamira had neither Father nor Mo- 
ther; but liv'd with an Aunt who was 
Siſter to her Father, her Name was Li- 

diana; 
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diana; ſhe was a Woman of great Me- 
rit, fine Senſe, and many excellent Qua- 
lities : She was Maid of Honour to the 
Queen, who had a great Regard for her, 
and an Affection for Lindamira as great 
as if ſhe had been her own Child. 


Henriques had been long enamour'd, 
but durſt not venture to declare his Paſ- 
ſion, leſt by his Temerity he ſhould gain 
the Anger of his Miſtreſs. Tho' he had 
been long in Love, he had never given 
the leaſt Hint of his Paſſion; but by the 
faithful Intelligence of his Eyes, which 
convey'd to Lindamira the Secrets of his 
Heart, he took all Opportunities of ad- 
miring her, which he did without 
ceaſing. 4 | 


The Queen, who perceiv'd that they 
were not diſagreeable to each other, faid 
to them one Day, when her Apartments 
were almoſt empty, I am willing to 
unite you in Marriage, as I am confident 
it will give the ſame Pleaſure to the one 


as to the other, 
3 | It 


* 


others, 


violent and reſpectful Paſſion. 
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It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Joy 
that appear'd in the Face of Henriques, 
while Lindamira cover'd hers with her 
Fan, that he might not by it ſee the 


Movements of her Heart. 


Henriques thanked the Queen in Terms 
which made it ealy to conceive the Plea- 


ſure that it would afford him. Soon at- 


ter the Court increaſing, the Lover took 
occaſion to carry Lindamira to a Window 
where they were alone, and ſpoke to her 
in this Manner. 


After being witneſs to the Intentions 
of our gracious Queen, I beg Leave to 
tell you, Madam, that I have a long time 
ador'd you with all the Admiration which 
is due to your Beauty and exalted Merit; 
and with Sentiments very different from 
-I have dar'd to expreſs my 
Love, as the Queen has authoriſed my 
Paſſion ; but I conjure you, if it is not 
agreeable to you, to puniſh me for my 


Preſumption, by rejecting the Man who 


has dared to adore you with the moſt 


It 
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It is difficult to determine what paſs'd 
in the Heart of Lindamira; ſhe lov'd 
Henriques, tho' ſhe was not willing ſo 
ſoon to let him ſee the Conqueſt he had 
made : She was about to anſwer him, 
when Lidiana ſeeing what a Dilemma 
ſhe was in, came up to her ; for ſhe ea- 
ſily gueſs'd on what Account they were 
mid ; and as the Queen had given her 
Conſent, ſhe look'd upon Henriques as 
her Nephew. The Eyes of Lindamira 
however told him that he was not diſ- 
agreeable to her. 


w 


They had every Day an Opportunity 
of declaring their Love for each other ; 
the King applauded the Choice of Hen— 
riques, and all the Court followed his 
* f 


The Ladies were fir'd with Jealouſy, 
they envied Lindamira the Conqueſt ſhe 
had made ; but daily found out new 


Perfections in the Perſon her Lover. 
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Intrigues and Cabals were continually 
going forward; if poſſible to break the 
Intelligence between the two Lovers; 
but they were of no Conſequence, and 


their Enemies found all their Knaveries 


overturn'd, for they produc'd no other 
Effect, than to make Heir igues more than 
ever adore his charming Miſtreſs. 


Thus triumph'd they over all the Ma- 


lice of their Enemies ; when an Adven- 
ture happen'd which was the occaſion of 


great Grief to our two Lovers. 


At a grand Feaſt which the King gave 
to a Foreign Prince, all the Court were 
invited. Lindamira appear'd that Day 
more than commonly attracting; the 
King who was ambitious, was likewiſe 


the moſt amorous Man in the World. 


He found greater Charms in Lindamira 
than ever he before remark'd, the more 
he gaz'd, the more he lov'd ; and was 
aſtoniſh'd to find how quick a Tranſition 

the 
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the blind Deity had made in his Heart, 
for all things are inſeparable from Love. 


Her faultleſs Shape appear d with ev 9 


Grace ; 
While Beauty ſat triumphant in her Face: 


Her Hair, the paleſt Brown, in Ning less 


flow'd, 
And Charms beyond the Reach of Art 
 beſtow'd : 
Her Forehead white as Snow, her radiant 
es, 


The bright 22 Blue that paints the 
Sies: 

A guiltleſs Bluſh ker blooming Cheeks diſcloſe, 

The native Tinfure of an op'ning Roſe : 

Her Aſpect open, artleſs and ſerene, 

Reveal d the bull Mind that dwell 
within. 


The Feaſt being finiſh'd, he retir'd in 
great Diſorder ; the Night was too ſhort 
for his Repoſe ; the Agitations of his 
Mind not allowing him his needful Reſt, 
his Thoughts were continually employ'd 
on Henriques and Lindemira. 


Siſter 
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Siſter Thereſa had proceeded thus far in 
her Hiſtory, when they were ſummon d 
to the Refectory to Dinner. 


AL MIRA. 
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BOOK III. 


—— 


After Dinner Siſter Thereſa reſum'd 
her Narrative in the following Manner. 


The CONTINUATION of the Fliſtory of 
LixDaMIRa, (or the Belle Efpagnol ) 


NN N REDERICK form'd a 


thouſand Reſolutions, and 
forgot them the next Mo- 
KEE» ment: His firſt Thought 
__ veas that of diſpatching his 
Favourite; he then repented he had 
-- form'd 
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form'd ſuch a Deſign : His moſt impo- 
licick one was that of informing Hen- 


rigues of the Love which he had conceiv'd 
tor Lindamira, in hopes that he wou'd re- 


ſign her to him: But he baniſh'd theſe 


Reſolutions for one more likely to ſuc- 
ceed, 


He forgot in a Moment all the Friend- 
ſhip which he had for him ; his Promi- 
ſes, his Vows were all forgot. 


He was determin'd to ſend him to 
Andalufia to kill his Nephew ; as there 
was a profound Tranquillity reign'd, he 
apprehended it was the beſt Time to exe- 


cute ſo grand a Reſolution. He was 


convinced he ſhould get rid of his Ri- 


val, and likewiſe of his Enemy : He 


found this Scheme the moſt agreeable to 
his Inclinations, and his Spirits became 


more calm. The more he thought of 
this Enterprize, the more he admir'd it; 


to get rid of two Rivals at once; the 
one the Rival of his Crown, the other 


3 of 
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of his Love, was a Stroke in Politicks 
to be equall'd but by few. 


There paſs'd ſeveral Days before he 
made his Intentions known to his Favou- 
rite ; but communicated his Deſign to 
an old Miniſter, who was one of Hen- 


riques's greateſt Enemies, and Jealous of 


his being in Favour with his Prince. 


One Day when the Queen had a great 
Court, Frederick appear'd extremely gay; 
he propoſed Plays and Entertainments, 


in order to paſs the Winter with greater 


Pleaſure. 


Henriques was at this Time entertaining 
his dear Lindamira at the, ſame Window 
where he had at firſt declar'd his Paſſion, 
The King behaved to them with an ex- 
traordinary Gaiety; and was pleas'd to 
rally them on their Love for each other; 
but aſſur'd them that he took Part in 
their Fortunes, and that he wou'd ſee 


their Marriage celebrated in a ſhort time; 


and thoſe Diverſions that he had ſpoken 
. | of, 
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of, ſhould be deſtin'd to make their 


Nuptials more ſhining and more mag- 
nificent. 


The extreme Satisfaction that appear'd 
in the Faces of the two Lovers cannot 
be deſcribed: They thank'd the King, 
in Terms ſo expreſſive of their Joy, and 
with ſo much Submiſſion for his Royal 
Goodneſs, that he almoſt repented him of 
his Deſigns. After having ſpoke to ſome 
other Ladies, the King retir'd, and or- 
derad HHenriques to attend him to his 
Cloſet; when he came, he ſpoke to him 
after this Manner. 


I believe, my dear Henriques, it is not 
neceſſary by Words to inform you of the 
Regard I have for you; the particular 
Diſtinction I have always treated you 
with, muſt make you {ſenſible of it ; 
and to do you Juſtice, no one ever ſhew'd 
more Zeal for the Service of his Prince: 
You have hazarded your Life for my 
ſake, which makes me pay a particular 


Regard to your Merit. 
F The 
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The Lover of Liudamira was going 


to reply, when the King put a Stop to 
his Words, by throwing his Arms about 
his Neck, and embracing him with a 
Tenderneſs that charm'd the podr Che- 
valier. My dear Henriques, ſaid he, 


/ hatever you do is great, but to render 


my Repole laſting, you muſt take away 
the Life of my Nephew ; my Throne, 
nay my Life, is not ſafe while he lives. 
lenrigues trembled at ſuch a Propoſition, 


and kept Silence, which made the Ring 


murmur at his Virtue ; but was reſolv'd 
to uſe all his Rhetorick to bring him to 
his Purpole. You ſee what Confidence 
I repoſe in you; you have in your 


Hands the Repoſe of your Prince; 


and by doing it, you make me for 
ever your Friend; nay the entire Hap- 


pineſs of my, kingdom depends upon 


it, which you ſhall ſhare with me. 
Henrique 


ues 
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Henriques was greatly aſtoniſhed, and 
did not know in what Manner to an- 


ſwer the King. What have I done, my 


Lord, that you ſhould entertain ſo bad 


an Opinion of me? Why do you chuſe: 


me for an Aſſaſſin ? You know I will 
fight againſt your Enemies, but I can- 


not commit ſo baſe an Action. 


The King did not change his Sen- 
timents; but knew the only way to 
bring him to his Purpoſe, was to make 


an Intereſt in Lindamira he anfwer'd 


him as follows : You wear a Sword 
that has made my Enemies tremble, 
let them again feel the Weight of 
your Arm; go! fight the Prince 
and acquire immortal Glory, and Liu- 
damira ſhall be the Reward if you 
vanquiſh Sigi/ſmend. I know I expoſe 
you to many and great Dangers, as the 


Prince is remarkable for his Valour ; 


F 2 but 
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but I know likewiſe that no one can 


reſiſt Henrigues. Without Doubt, my 


Lord, reply'd he, no one can reſiſt an 
Arm, that has the Intereſt of his So- 
vereign and Lindamira at Stake; I go 


according to your Command, and I 
will return a Conqueror, or die in the 


Attempt. Let us part, reply'd Frede- 


rick, and remember every Moment 


that you lole retards your Nuptials, 
Henriques made no Anſwer, but went 
to find his Miſtreſs, to whom he related 


the Converſation that had paſs'd with 


the King; ſhe was ready to die with 
Grief, when ſhe heard he was oblig'd 
to go for Andaluſia that N ight: Before 
his Departure, ſhe repreſented to him 
the Danger of the Enterprize; for this 
amiable Perſon was afflicted beyond 
Meaſure. Oh, my MHenriques | cry'd 
ſhe, nothing can conſole me for your 
Abſence; you go, and you leave Lin- 
damira ! the King never eſteem'd you. 


I have a foreboding of ſome dreadful 
Adven- 
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Adventure; I fear we are to be unhappy 3; 


for if you ſhould be ſlain, what would 
become of Lindamira ? The Price you 
propoſe is great, but what Surety have 
you that you will come off a Conque- 
ror ? You are brave, and no one can 
reſiſt you in an equal Combat; bur it 
you are beſet by Numbers, for perhaps 
the Prince may be informed of your 
Deſign, and purpoſes your Death; Hea- 
ven I hope, my dear Henriques, will not 
ceaſe to favour you; my Trouble is 
inconceivable; and I begin to look on 


the King with Horror, O Fortune! 


curſt Fortune; that, like a Bee with a 
ſharp Sting, has always ſome Miſery that 
follows ſo long a Chain of Felicity ! 


In the mean time the Queen enter'd 
to them; ſhe told Lindamira that ſhe 
was greatly concern'd for the Reſolu- 
tion that the King had taken, as you 
know he is abſolute in his Commands ; 

1 but 
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but my Prayers ſhall not be wanting 


for the happy Return of 7ſepriques. 


Liudamira could return. no Anſwer, 


ſhe was ſo oppreſs'd with Grief. It was 


now time that Fenrigues ſhould make 


Preparations for his Departure : He 


took Leave of his Lindamira with an 


heroic Reſolution : He took two Men 
with him on whoſe Valour and Fidelity 
he cou'd depend, and Gold and Jewels 
ſufficient to furniſh him with Neceſſaries 
for his Journey. 


It was now two Days ſince the De- 


parture of Henrigues ; when the King 


who was impatient to ſee Lindamire, 
under Pretence of conſoling her for the 


Abſence of her Lover; for it was re- 


ported that he was gone to France to 
negotiate an Affair of the utmoſt Im- 
portance. | 


Upon 
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Upon entering the Apartment, he 
ſound her reclin'd on a Pecher Mortel, 
giving Vent to her inconſolable Afflic- 
tion, which excited his Pity, and al- 
moſt made him lay aſide the Reſolution 
of declaring his Love to her till her 
Grief was ſomewhat abated ; but his 
Paſſion was too great to ſtifle it. After 
ſome Diſcourſe of the Departure of 
Henrigues; and after praiſing his Merit, 
and informing her what Honours he 
wou'd raiſe him to upon his Return; 
he aſk'd her why ſhe did not appear as 
uſual; that, ſince the Departure of 
Henriques, ſhe had as it were ſecluded 
herfelf from the World; that the Court 
had appear*d a Defart not being bleis'd 
with her enlivening Preſence : Before 
ſhe had Time to make him any An- 
ſwer, he thus proceeded. It is ſome 
Time, Madam, that my Heart has kept 
a Secret, that I am now willing to in- 
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form you of, I love you, Madam, it is 


a Prince that ſpeaks to you, whom you 
have inſpir'd with ſuch tender Senti- 
ments: Does not Ambition work in your 
Heart ? Is there nothing due to a Per- 
lon of my exalted Dignity ? It is true, 
J have thought myſelf capable of over- 
coming this Paſſion, as Ambition is a 
Divinity, to whom I have always ſa- 
crificed : But I daily find my Affection 
for you increaſes. Yes Madam ! and 


this alone caus'd the Departure of 


Henriques ; it is true that he loves you, 
it 1s true that I owe him many and great 
Obligations; but if I don't poſſeſs Lin- 
damira I muſt die: I will. elevate you to 
a Fortune that ſhall make you ſhine 
brighter than any Star at Court. 


Then on my Knees let me intreat 
you, the moſt perfect of all human 
Perfections, to have Compaſſion on a 


Prince that adores you: Let thoſe 
bright Eyes with their celeſtial Influ- 
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ence reflect one Ray of Love, to chear 
my Soul : Feed me with a Lover's 
Hopes, and let me cheriſh in my Breaſt 
the Expectation of one Day reigning 
unrivall'd in the Heart of Lindamira. 
Alas! thoſe Tears are ill Omens of 
Succeſs | But, O Lindamira, my Love is 
not of that Nature to be kept alive 
without Hope ; for I have too much 
Pride in my Nature, to bear being re- 
fuſed by any Woman. I have diſpos'd 
of my Heart to you before you aſk'd 
it; then ſure yours is due to me in Re- 

turn. T would have you know my Inten- 
tions that you may acquieſce with 
them; but do not pretend to reſiſt 
them, for I declare to you if I do not 
poſſeſs you, the Conſequence will be 
fatal to myſelf. 


Love the moſt gen'rons Poſſion ef the 
Mind, 
The ſofteſt Refuge Innocence can finds, + 
F 5 The 
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The ſafe Direfor of unguided Youth, 
Fraught with kind IJ iſoes, and HO 

by Truth, 


Imagine what a Condition the poor 
Lady muſt be in at ſuch a Declaration; 
The anſwer'd the King no otherwiſe than 
by a Torrent of Tears ; but theſe in- 
ſtead of affecting, fir'd him the more, 
Is Tears, Madam ! all the Anſwer you 
can return to my Paſſion? Ah! theſe 
4 Tears are ſhed for your dear Henriques, 
| for whom you never ceaſe to ſhed 
them; but if you are reſolv'd not to 
fatisfy me, your Lover ſhall not long 
have the Pleaſure of being prefer'd to 
his Prince, Behold ! I have given you 
two Days, ——if then you do not 
ſatisfy my Love? Prepare to hear the 

| | News of Henriques's Death. 


He faid no more, but throwing his 
Eyes upon her in a Rage, he retir'd. 
* | 5 On 
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On going out, he met the generous 
Lidiana: And tho' he was in ſuch Con- 
fuſion; he was ſo great a Maſter of 
Diſſimulation, that he compoſed his 
Features ſo well, that the Lady did 
not remark any thing extraordinary in 
them. Go] Madam ſaid he, Go, and 
conſole your Neice; and diſpoſe her to 
follow thoſe Counſels which I have 
given her. Lidiana made no Anſwer 
to the King, but by a profound Re- 
verence. "= | 


When ſhe enter'd the Apartment of 
her Neice, ſhe found her in a State 
which excited her Pity z ſhe could not 
imagine the Cauſe of this new Afflicti- 
on; but began to blame her for the 
Exceſs of her Grief; but when ſhe 
was appriz'd of the Reaſon of it, her 
Tears for a while put a Stop to her 
Speech , the was greatly embarraſs'd, 
but at length ſhe recover'd Spirits 

enough 


108 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiflory of 
enough to ſpeak in this Manner to the 
bautiful diſconſolate. OR 


It is not a Time, my dear Neice, to 
waſte in fruitleſs Tears; forget the 
Fury of your barbarous Lover, who 
will certainly put his Menaces in Exe- 
cution; who, becauſe he is a King, 
imagines it is in his Power to perſuade 
you to any thing. We muſt not inform 
Henriques of it, as every thing muſt be 
conducted with the greateſt Prudence 
| and Secreſy. You. muſt go into France, 
I will facilitate your Departure, and will 


give you all the Aſſiſtance in my Pow- | 
er: I will likewiſe inform the Queen 
of it ; who no doubt will be in our 
Intereſt 3 not only from the Regard ſhe | 
has for you, but from a Pique, which 
| no Woman can bear > that of ſeeing - 1 

V 
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another prefer'd before her: And I 
know you want no other Governor in 
this Aﬀair than your own Prudence, 

„ Madam, x 
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Madam, ſaid Lindamira, I am almoſt 
perſuaded that the King intends to put 
his Deſigns in Execution ; and as he 
has given me two Days, my Affliction 
will be a good Pretence to retire, and 

by that Means, you will not be look'd 
upon as acceſſary to my Eſcape,” I will 
go to find my Lover, and we will take 
a Reſolution worthy of us. 


Lidiana wou'd have oppos'd her Neice's 
Deſign, but when ſhe found it impoſſi- 
ble to make her change her Reſolution, 
ſhe conſented, and gave her her Gold 
and Jewels neceſſary to undertake ſo 
dangerous a Journey, with a Man ta 
conduct her whoſe Fidelity ſhe was aſ- 
ſured of ; this Man was joined by twa 
others, who were ignorant of the Af- 
fair, and who knew not but that Lindamira 
was a Man; for ſhe had diſguis'd her- 
ſelf in that Habit. This generous La- 
dy, after having cut off her Hair and 


took upon her the Habit of a Cavalier, 
took 
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took with her a Girl whom ſhe dearly 
lov'd; and who knew all her Secrets: 
She took Leave of the virtuous Lidiana, 
and ſet out about Midnight in Search of 
her Lover; ſhe left Madrid with great 
Joy, and continued travelling two whole 


Days without ſtopping. 


After the two Days were expir'd, the 
King went to the Houſe of Lidiana, 
and was ſurpriz'd to find it all in Con- 


fuſion, and Lidiana in Tears. Ah! my 


Lord, faid ſhe to the King, what 1s be- 
come of Lindamira ? Alas! why 
do I rave? Frederick was ſo ſurpriz'd, 


that it was ſome Time before he could 


ſpeak ; when Lidiana ſaid, is it you, 
my Lord, that has order'd Lindamiru 
to be taken from me ?—— Where is 
ſhe gone? — And on what dangerous 
Adventure? The King, who had by this 
Time recover'd his Speech, made not 
the leaſt Doubt of the Loſs of his Mit- 


treſs, but cou'd not conceive where ſhe 
| Was 
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was retir'd; he had not the leaſt Thoughit 
that ſhe was gone to Andaluſia: as it 
was much eaſier for her to go into France, 
tho' he was not very good Friends with 
that Monarch. His Anger was ſo great 
that he cou'd not conceal it from Lz- 
diana; tho' ſhe appear'd fo much griev'd 
that he cou'd not imagine, that ſhe was 
an Accomplice with her Neice. I will 
be reveng'd, ſaid he, on Lindamira, 
who cou'd dilappoint my Paſſion by 
her Flight. 


| He went away at theſe Words, and 
return'd to the Palace ; where when he 
was arrived he ſhut himfelf in his 
Apartment, and ſending for the old Mi- 
niſter, who was an Eneny to Henriques, 


to conſult about proper Means to ſtop: 
the Fugitive. He gave Orders for all 


the Ports to be ſhut, and to all the Pro- 
vinces and Soldiers deſcribing her Per- 
ſon to ſtop her - and likewiſe to Aſſaſ- 
fins of the Rout of enriques, 


All 
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All theſe Orders made a great Noiſe, 
and the Court ſoon found out the In- 
tentions of the King : Every body pi- 


tied the Lovers, and thoſe that formerly 
envied Henriques, had Compaſſion on 


him ; and the Rivals of Lindamira for- 
got their Jealouſy ; they threw all their 


Reflections on the King; every one de- 
teſted his Cruelty ; and wiſh'd the two 
unhappy Lovers a proſperous Iſſue out 


of their Afflictions. 


The Queen feigned Ignorance of all 
theſe Matters, tho' ſhe had been ap- 


priz'd of them by Lidiana: In private 


ſhe bewail'd their Misfortunes, but 
thought it prudent. to take no Notice of 


them; for fear of irritating the King: 


She cou'd offer nothing to Lidiana in her 
melancholy State, but her Prayers to 
Heaven in favour of her Neice. 


The 


French Lady of Diſtinction. 113 


The Rage of the King was by this 
Time ſomething abated, as he did not 
deſpair by the ſtrict Orders which he 
had given, to find Lindamira, or that 
his Rival would periſh. 


Henriques not inform'd how Affairs 


went on at Madrid, continued his Jour- 
ney with all poſſible Diligence ; but he 
was oblig'd to ſtop a few Days by the 


overflowing of a River that he was ob- 


lig'd to paſs; which afflicted him 
greatly. 


When the Waters were ſubſided, he 


ſet forward again on his Journey in 
Company with ſeveral Gentlemen whe 
had been ſtopt by the ſame Accident ; 
they left him the next Day, and went 
another Road: He then found himſelf 
in a narrow Way at the Entrance of a 


Wood ; he ſaw before him a Man with 
his 
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his Sword drawn, who cry'd out; thou 


dieſt perfidious. Henrigues was aſtoniſh'd 


at the Temerity of the Man, who at- 

tacked him ſingly, tho' he had two 
with him ; be had ſcarcely drawn his 
Sword to defend himſelf, when he 


heard a great Noiſe behind him, and a 


Voice that cry'd out. Henriques take 
care of yourſelf, you are betrayed ; 
they aim at your Lifez the Sound of 
this Voite was not unknown to him, 
he turned his Head, and ſaw ten Men, 
who rode up and took the Part of him 
that attack'd him : He ſoon remem- 
bered them to be the ſame Perſons that 
had travelPd in Company with him, 
All theſe aim'd at the Life of the brave 
Henriques, while he and the two Men 


that were with him, rang'd themſelves 
on one Side, reſolving to ſell their 


Lives dearly. 


In the mean time ſive Cavaliers ar- 
rived to his Succour; this Reinforce- 
ment 
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ment made them take Heart, tho' they 


were not equal in their Numbers; but 
Henriques being well ſeconded, puſh'd 


among the Murderers, kill'd four, and 
took one Priſoner ; the reſt finding they 


were not likely to come off any better, 
_ clapt Spurs to their Horſes, and were 
ſoon out of Sight. The Fellow he had 
taken, upon Promiſe of his Life, told 
him that it was by the Order of the 
King that they had ſet upon him in 
that Manner. Henriques was greatly 
aſtoniſned, but how much more ſo was 


he, when turning to the Cavaliers that 


had ſuccour'd him, he knew Lindamira; 
he cry'd out with Amazement, is it 
you? Don't be alarm'd, Henrigues, at 
what you have ſeen and heard; the 
King loves me, and wou'd have begun 
by your Death, the more eaſily to have 
gain'd the Poſſeſſion of me: I was in- 
formed of his Deſign two Days after 
your Departure; but my Love for you 
was ſo great, that I ſet out in the Equi- 
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page that you ſee me, by the Conſent 
of Lidiana, and am arrived in a happy 
Hour to your Succour : I will follow 
your Fortunes, and abandon an un- 
grateful King; but let us be reveng'd 
on him for his Perfidy. 


The amorous Cavalier anſwer'd her 
only by Sighs, and throwing himſelf 


at the Feet of Lindamira, he ſaid many 
tender and paſſionate Things to her ; 
but ſhe deſired he would remount his 
Horſe, and leave to a more convenient 
Time his Proteſtations; and let us, ſaid 
ſhe, make haſte and retire from this 
Scene of Horror. 8 


After permitting the Aſſaſſin to make 


his Eſcape, according to the Promiſe 


he had made him, they ſet forward: 


It is not neceſſary to inform you of their 


Converſation by che Way, as it may be 
eaſily gueſs d. 
| They 
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They made great Speed, and arriv'd 
ſoon after at a Caſtle where the young 


Prince reſided: They conſulted with 


each other whether they ſhould aſk 
Entrance; which after ſome Conference 
they concluded to do; and to offer 
Sgiſinond the ſetting him on the Throne. 


This Deſign being form'd, after dif- 
mounting from his Horle, Henriques 
advanced to the Gate; he told the 
Guards that he attended with a few 
Friends to ſpeak to the Prince : Who 
never refus'd Admittance to Strangers, 
The Guards took their Horſes, and they 
went together into an Apartment, where 
the Prince was aſſembled with his Court. 


Henriques was ſurpriz'd at the Grandeur 


of his Mien, by which he ealily diſ- 
tinguiſhed him. He approached him 
with all the Submiſſion that a Subject 
' owes to his Prince; he was the firſt 
| that 
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that offer'd him Homage, by offering 
to put the Sceptre in his Hands which 
had been ſo long kept from him ; he 
then related to the Prince the cruel In- 
tentions of Frederic; and after pre- 
ſenting Lindamira to him, who in the 


Habit of a Cavalier was the moſt 
charming Figure his Eyes ever beheld, 
He then beg'd to know the Prince's 


*entiments on what he had offer*d, be- 


ieeching him at the fame Time not to 
refuſe his Offer, but to free his Sub- 


jects from the Oppreſſion of a Tyrant 
and Uſurper. 


The Prince accepted of it with ſo 
much Spirit and Reſolution, that con- 


vinced Henriques that he was worthy of 
the Crown 3 and was concern'd at all 
the Attempts which the Uſurper Fre. 
derick had made againſt his Perſon. 


PY 


The Prince took Henrigues with him 


to his Cloſet, and ſent for the Gover- 
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nor of the Province, who was at his 
evotion, and for thoſe Nobles that 

were his Friends, to conſult about the 


proper Means of eſtabliſhing him on 
the Throne. 


Henriqucs had Apartments in the 
Caſtle, and every thing neceſſary was 
provided to make his Stay agreeable, 
with proper Habits for Lindamira: in 

which ſhe appear'd lo incomparably hand- 
tome, that the Prince could not help 
admiring her, for he had never ſeen 
any one ſo charming ; in fine he lov'd 
her, and was never eaſy but when he 
was in her Company. 


The Nobles took the proper Reſolu- 

tions to place Sigiſ/mond on the Throne 
of his Anceſtors ; they were joined by 
the whole Province, who chearſully le- 
vied Contributions for the carrying on 


the War. 


Henriques 
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Henrigues who conducted this Enter- 
prize, was oblig'd to go ſecretly to 


Madrid, to inform his Friends. The 


Thoughts of parting once more with 
Lindamira, made him unhappy ; tho 
they did not part with ſo much Regret 
as they had at firſt experienced ; but 


both the one and the other was aggriev'd 


paſt Imagination; tho' as it was thought 
neceſſary for him to go, they ſwore 
mutual Fidelity, and that nothing but 
Death ſhould diſunite them. 


When Henrigues arrived at Madrid, 


he found the Court all in Confuſion ; 
Frederick was quite furious at the Flight 
of Lindamira, and at the Return of 
the Aſſaſſins, who were to have brought 


him the Head of Henriques. 


He now began to deſpair, and was 
in continual Dread, leſt as Henriques 


was 
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was in continual Dread, leſt, as Henriques 
was greatly belov'd by the People, he 
ſhou'd join with Sigi/mond to recover his 
Kingdom. Thoſe Nobles whom he 
moſt ſuſpected, he order'd to be impri- 
ſon'd. that they might have no Oppor- 
tunity to raiſe Factions amongſt the: 
Populace. 


Nothing is meaner than the Wretch of 
Slate, 
The happy only are the truly great. 


All Madrid were inform'd of his 
Crimes, and the Nobles and People 
deteſted a Prince whom they had once 

lov'd fo well as to place the Crown 
upon his Head, and they now look'd 
upon him as nothing but an Uſurper. 


Henrigues was delighted to find every 


body in ſo proper a Diſpoſition to fa- 
8 2 vour 
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vour his Enterprize z he ſaw his Friends 
ſecretly, and all who durſt, were glad 
to be of the Party : He likewiſe ſaw 
Lidiana, and communicated to her his 
Deſigns, after informing her of what 
paſſed in the Palace, This good Lady 
cou'd not blame him, tho* her Regard 
for the Queen made her appear to do 
ſo; but he inform'd her, that it was 
the Intention of the young King, to eſ- 
pouſe the Princeſs who was Frederick's 
only Child: This Lady was no way 
inferior to Lindamira; ſhe had a noble 
Soul, and was of a Diſpoſition ex- 
tremely ſweet and engaging. After this | 
Promife Lidiana enter*d readily into his 
| Meaſures. When every thing was in 
Readineſs, he ſet forward on his Re- 
turn to Audaluſia: But in his Abſence 
the following Affair happen'd. 


The young Prince being paſſionately 


in love with Lindamira, and notwith- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding all his Efforts to conquer his 
Paſſion, he found it was impoſſible. He 
was reſolv'd to inform her of it; but 
ar innate Modeſty withheld him. One 
Day when they were together, he having 
receiv'd a Letter from Henriques to in- 
form him of the happy Turn of his 
Affairs: He throwing his Eyes on Lin- 
damira, with a Tenderneſs which ſpoke 
his Paſſion. How happy, Madam, faid 
he ſighing, is Heuriques, you are the 
Reward of his Trouble: I value not 
his placing the Crown on my Head, 
without I have the Poſſeſſion of Linda- 
mira. Such a Diſcourſe, you may 
imagine, gave her great Concern ; ſhe 
was ſome Time before ſhe could give 
him a proper Anſwer. This Diſcourſe, 
my Lord, ſaid ſhe, would give me great 
Offence, if J did not look upon it as 
the Effect of your Gallantry, and 
what you think you are oblig'd to be- 
ſtow on every Lady; but I believe you 
are a Prince that loves Virtue, and can 
Ss have 
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have no Deſign» contrary to the Repoſe 
of a Cavalier who has placed ſo much 
Confidence in you; nay who is at this 
Time employ'd ſo far in your Intereſt, 
that if he were diſcover'd his Life 
would be ſcarce ſufficient to ſatisfy the 
furious King, | 


— — — 0 Ade 
Perſue the ſacred Dieates of your Soul, 
Which lead you on to Virtue , let not 
Danger, 

Nor the incum 'bring World make Kain, your 
Purpoſe, 

Aſſiſting Angels ſhall record your Steps, 

Bring you to _ and crown your End 
with Peace.” 


Sigiſinond look'd upon her with Eyes 

in which Deſpair was ſtrongly painted, 
and anſwering her with the greateſt 
Reſpect; O Lindamira.! you have charm'd 
me into Virtue, how do I adore the 

lacred 
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ſacred Dictates that fall from thoſe 
Lips, and give me a Joy too great 
for Expreſſion ; and here to Heaven 
I ſwear, never more to give you Un- 
eaſineſs by the Renewal of a Paſſion ſo 
contrary to your Liking; I will pre- 
ſerve my Faith entire to Henriques, and 
never loſe my Reſpect for you : I will 


ſet my Heart upon the Recovery of my 


Kingdom; which J hope one Day to 


poſſeſs : Then ſhall Lindamira ſee the 
Effects of her Charms, that the Love 


which has Merit for its Object, is the 
nobleſt Incentive to Virtue ; the ſureſt 
Guard againſt Guilt, and the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful Enemy of Vice, 


Lindamira was ſo tranſported with 
Joy at the Diſcourſe of the Prince, that 
ſhe threw herſelf at his Feet, and em- 
braced his Knees, which he ſtrove to 
hinder : She told him, that ſhe hop'd 
he would never entertain other Senti- 
ments for her, but what were founded 

G3 : upon 
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upon Friendſhip. He rais'd her with 
oreat Politeneſs, and ſhe retir'd to her 
Apartment, 


Jou cannot conceive the Trouble of 
the young Prince, who found in a Mo- 
ment all his Hopes vaniſh'd. He ſhut 
himſelf in his Chamber, but his Breaſt 
was a Stranger to Tranquillity ; he 
throw'd himſelf on his Bed, but could 
find no Repoſe; he ſtrove to baniſh 
the Idea of Zindamira from his Mind, 
in hopes that Reaſon might once more, 
with its brighteſt Influence, regain her 
Empire o'er his Heart. Thus if our 
Reaſon like a River calmly runs, the 
Banks are fruitſul, and the Water clear; 
but when it is by Paſſion ſwell'd and 
overleaps its Bounds, it requires ſome 
Art to keep it in its Channel, or elſe 


it deſtroys the Field it was meant to 
bleſs. E WE | 


Some 
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Some Time after Henriques arriv'd : 
he had put the Affairs of Sigiſmond in 
ſuch good Order, that in leſs than a 
Month he ſaw the Prince at the Head 
of a puiſſant Army, who all recogniz'd 
their King; he was conducted to Ma- 
arid, where he was receiv'd with great 
Joy. Frederick took the Field with a 
Handful of Men, but even thoſe de- 
ſerted him, for he was look'd upon as a 
Tyrant : And thoſe whom he thought 
he could put the greateſt Confidence in 
were the firſt to abandon him; he re- 
tir'd to an old Caſtle where he was be- 

ſieg'd and taken, But Sigiſnond not 
willing to begin his Reign by an A& 
of Cruelty, not only gave him his Life 
but his Liberty, with great Penſions 
from the Revenues of his Kingdom. 


G 4 Abaſh'd 
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. AIbaſb'd he flood, 
And felt how awful Goodneſs is, and faw 
Virtue how lovely in her native Shape ! 


He retir'd into the Kingdom of Mur- 
cia, where he might have paſs'd the 
Remainder of his Days in Happineſs; 
but aſhamed of his paſt Actions, and 
grie ved at the Loſs of his Throne, with 
his Sword he put an End to his Life, 
about three Months after his Retire- 
ment. 


Here, quick Relief, 

70 all thy vain imaginary Grief ! 

Fer thou ſhalt fleep, and never wake again, 
Aud quitting Life, ſhalt quit thy living 


Pain. 


Sentiments like theſe are properly * 
adapted to the End of ſo bad a Man: 
for 
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for his Notions did not extend to an 
hereafter. Religion he look'd upon as 
a mere Illuſion, as a Fable, or an In- 
vention of Prieftcraft: The Joys of 
Heaven, and the Torments of Hell, 
as an enthuſtaſtick Dream, not worth 


regarding, but that it ought to be ex- 


ploded by Men of Reaſon and good 
Senſe ; for the Hopes of the one, and 
the Dreads and Fears of the other, 
hinder*d them in a great Meaſure from 


enjoying the Pleaſures of Life in their 


full Extent. Yet even thoſe Men who 
believe in a future Exiſtence, live in a 
total Neglect of every neceſſary Virtue 
they ſeem to have drunk deep of the 
Stream of Lethe, and engender'd its 
forgetful Quality; they imagine no 
Doubt, that the all-ſceing Eye oi 
Heaven will bury in Oblivion all their 
Iniquities: But when the Fumes of 
their diſtemper'd Imaginations are gone 

off, how will they curſe their Folly, and 
mourn too late their miſpent Life; they 


G5 will 
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will then be convinc'd that tho they 
are not Atheiſts in Principle, they cer- 
tainly are ſo in Behaviour. 


The King upon his mounting the 
Throne immediately ſet at Liberty thoſe 
Nobles whom Frederick had impriſon'd. 


The Queen all this Time remain'd at 
Madrid with the Princeſs her Daugh- | 
ter, and they were as much honour'd and 
reſpected as when Frederick was King. 
The two Princeſſes were greatly griev'd 
at his Death, but Time ſoon put an 
End to their Afflictions. The young 
King eſpouſed the Princeſs, and gave 
to her all that Love, which he thought 
it impoſſible to beſtow on any but Lin- 
damira. The Day that the King was 
married made Henriques and Lindamira 
one: For a whole Month nothing was 
ſeen but Balls and Entertainments, every 
one ſtriving to outvie each other in the 


3 Mag- 
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Magnificence of their Treats. . There 
was likewiſe a grand Tournament where 
the two chief Competitors were Don 
| Alphonſo and Don Pedro; both of the 
Blood Royal ; the King and Queen 
were placed on Scaffolds built on pur- 
poſe, and cover'd with Tapeſtries and 
Velvet richly embroider'd with Gold; 
the whole Court magnificently dreſſed 
at their Feet, When the Knights en- 
ter'd the Liſts, Don Alphonſo appeared 
in Gold Armour beſet with Emeralds, 
his Helmet cover'd with Green and 
Roſe-colour'd Feathers; on his Shield a 
Venus preſenting a Golden Apple, with 
this Device, For the Faireſt. Don Pe- 
dro, in Silver Armour enamell'd with 
Blue; on his Helmet a large Plume of 
Blue and White Feathers; his Shield 
the ſame as his Breaſt-Plate, in the 
Middle a large Ruby ſhap'd like a 
Heart, with this Device, To Her J 
weld. 
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Theſe two Princes were extremely 
amiable : they paid their Addreſſes to 
two young Ladies of the Court, who 


returned their Love; they wore that 


Day the favourite Colours of their Miſ- 
treſſes; but Fortune gave the Prefe- 
rence to Don Pedro, who won the 
Prize, and receiv'd it from the Hands 
of the Queen, which was her Picture 
enrich'd with Diamonds. He had many 
Compliments made him on his Victory, 
and on the great Skill he ſhow'd in the 
Encounter; he had the Pleaſure cf 
reading in the Eyes of his charming 
Miſtreſs what Joy his Conqueſt gave 
her. 


Henriques and Lindamira now ſaw 


themſelves, after all their Troubles, 


bleſt in the Enjoyment of each cther: 
He continued to love his deareſt Lin- 
damira to his Death; which happen'd 

2 about 
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about two Years after their Marriage, 
by a Fall that he got in hunting. It 
is impoſſible to deſcribe the Deſpair that 
ſeiz'd Lindamira in the firſt Agonies of 
her Grief, She was tempted to make 
away with herſelf ; her Affliction was 
ſo great, that if a Shower of Tears had 
not reliev'd her, ſhe muſt have died. 
Time that Aſſuager of Grief could 
never make her forget her dear Henri- 
ques : She could no longer bear to re- 
main in a Place that called to her Re- 
membrance the Idea of her Huſband ; 
and tho* Youth, Beauty and Fortune, 
al! conſpir'd to make her happy, ſhe 
deſpis':] them; tho? courted by many 
of the greateſt Nobles in Spain. She 
retir'd to this Convent; where in a 
calm Remembrance of a Life ſpent in 
Quiet, Innocence and Virtue, ſhe waits 
her final Diſſolution, in hopes of being 
once more eternally Join'd to her ever 
deareſt Henriques. 
Thy 
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Thy Force alone, Religion, Death diſarms, 


Breaks all bis Darts, and ev'ry of 


charms. 


Soften'd by thee, the oriſh Form appears 


No more the horrid Object of our Fears. 


We unndiſmay'd this awful Pow'r obey, 
That leads us thro* the ſafe, tho gloomy 


2 
Thich * 40 Life. 


Siſter Thereſa had ſcarcely finiſh'd the 
Hiſtory of Lindamira, when the Bell 


ſummoning them to Veſpers, they le- 


parated for the Evening. 
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* NM N N the Morrow after Matins, 


* 


* O * this little Society met, and 
M return'd the agreeable Nun 
KKK Thanks for the Pleaſure ſhe 
had afforded them by the Hiſtory of 
the 
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the charming Lindamira. Siſter Thereſa 
ſeem'd about Forty, had been handſome 
in her Youth, and was ſtill the agree- 

able; ſhe paſs'd in the Convent for a 
worthy religious Perſon, had a great 
Share of guod Temper, with an Air fo 
ſweet and engagirg, that they were fond 
of her Company; after again expreſſing 
their Thanks for the Trouble they had 
given her, they were deſirous of hearing 
her own Hiſtory, which with the utmoſt 
Condeſcenſion and Good Nature fhe 
complied with in the following Terms. 


THE 


O F 


SISTER T HERES A. 


S the Adventures of him that gave 
me Being, are rather entertaining; 
without further Apology I ſhall introduce 
them, before I enter upon my own. 


He was the only Son of a Gentleman 
of Diſtinction in the Province of Lan- 
guedoc, whoſe Fortune was impair'd by 
expenſive Law-Suits; he was introduc'd 
into the Army when he was very young; 
where his Figure and engaging Manner 

| gained 
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gained him many Admirers ; amongſt 


the reſt was the Daughter of the Mar- 


quis de Fannell, who was violently ſmit- 
ten with his Perſon ; the firſt View ſhe 
had of him was at Reims, where he was 
ordered into Winter-Quarters, after 


nobly diſtinguiſhing himſelf with the 


glorious and immortal Prince de Conde. 


She was a Lady of great Family and 
Fortune, and her Father was looked 
upon as the moſt haughty Man in the 
Province; he had a Deſign of getting 


her introduced at Court, as an Atten- 


dant on the Queen. 


Mademoiſelle inherited a great Share 


of her Father's Pride, inſomuch that 
ſne check'd herſelf for giving way to 


Sentiments ſo much beneath her Figure 
in Life; and could not conceive by 


what powerful Means he had gain'd 
Poſſeſſion of a Heart, hitherto inſenſible 
to all the Youths of Quality and For- 

tune 
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tune in the Province: But that Polite- 


neſs, Delicacy and Good-Breeding, 


which had ſo often gained him the Ad- 
miration of the Fair, was of as great 
Uſe to him as formerly. 


His Perſon was tall, eaſy, graceful, 
and genteel ; his Eyes were black, 
ſtriking, and full of Fire, his Noſe ra- 
ther inclined to the Roman ; his Teeth 
were beautifully white and even, with 
the fineſt Mouth in the World ; add to 
all this, his Attitude was inimitably 
graceful, and he danc'd to a charm. 


Mademoiſelle could not behold fo 
many perſections unmoved, her proud 
Heart confeſſed the powerful God, and 
her Eyes, thoſe faithful Interpreters of 
the Heart, informed him he was not 
diſagreeable to her. 


He was infinitely pleas'd to fee the 
Conqueſt he had made; for ſhe was 
beautiful 
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beautiful beyond Deſcription, and was 
Heireſs to an immenſe Fortune ; for 
though he was a Gentleman by Birth, 
and though Nature had been ſo liberal 
in beſtowing her Favours on his Perſon, 
yet Fortune, like a churhſh Niggard, 
had withheld her Bounties, inſomuch 
that at the Death of his Father he 
found himſelf poſſeſſed of little elſe 
beſide his Commiſſion ; which the 
Prince de Conde had beſtowed on him 
as a Reward for his great Merit. 


As there was Dancing, the Chevalier 


@ Peronne (for that is the Name of my 


Father) begg'd to have the Honour of 
being her Partner; which ſhe accepted, 
but behav'd to him with ſuch Reſerve, 


that it put him into Confuſion : He 
could not imagine he had been miſ- 


taken in the Confeſſion her Eyes had 


made; for as he was very converſant 


with the Fair- Sex, he had many Oppor- 
tunities of remarking the different Agi- 
tations 


t. 


h 
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tations of their Minds ; he therefore 
was at a Loſs to account for her Be- 
haviour. 


All the Rhetorick that he had be< 
fore made ule of, was now unavailable 
ſhe turned a deaf Ear to every thing 
he ſaid, and her Pride kept her from 


owning a Paſſion which her Heart 
felt. 


He entertained her the whole Even- 
ing with great Gallantry, but all to no 
Purpoſe ; and the only Satisfaction he 
received from it, was his gaining Per- 
miſſion to wait on her the next Day. 


| He accordingly waited upon her, 


but had no Opportunity of making a 


Declaration of his Paſſion, as the old 
Marquis never ſtirred from his Sight, 
and he was obliged to retire, alter 
making his Viſit of a convenient Length, 

L without 
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without having the Pleaſure of another 
Invitation. 


Her Behaviour was quite a Myſtery 
to bim, and he now began to fancy he 
had been miſtaken in ſuppoſiag ſhe had 
any kind Thoughts in his Favour ; and 
he was for once foil'd at his own 
Weapons : He who had lo often found 


out the Methods of pleaſing, now fan- 


cied he had loſt thoſe Charms which 
made him ſo agreeable to the Fair- Sex: 
Thus did he torture himſelf without 
Reaſon, for Mademoiſelle was not 
without her Inquietudes ; ſhe loved the 
amiable Chevalier, yet her Pride was 
ſo great, that though ſhe was ſenſible 
he ador'd her, ſhe could not bring 
| herſelf to reward the moſt faithful Pal- 
ſion in the World. , 


Thus ſhe choſe rather .to ſuffer her- 
ſelf, than to give her Pride ſo ſevere 4 


Shock as confeſſing a Paſſion for one 
whom 
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whom ſhe looked upon as ſo much her 
Inferior. 


The poor Chevalier, who doated upon 
her even to Madneſs, and having no 
Opportunity of converling with her, 
brib'd her Servant to convey to her 
Hands the following Letter. 


The Chevalier de PrRONNE, 1% Mademoi- 
ſells de FANNELL, 


= ILL not the divine de Fan- 
cc 
c higheſt Preſumption that can be of- 
&« fered to her? but when ſhe reflects, 
© that it is owing to thoſe bright, thoſe 
c heavenly Perfections, which no Mor- 
& tal can behold without adoring. 


Such is my Caſe, Oh! too amiable 
© Je Fannell ! Then blame me not for 
&« loving you; but blame your own ir- 


reſiſtible 


nell look upon this as the 
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cc reſiſtible Charms, that were impoſſi- 


< ble to be withſtood by him who would 
ce die to ſerve the moſt beautiful of her 


8 Sex! 


&« The Chevalier de PzronNE,” 


Mademoiſelle was ſtrangely agitated 


upon the Receipt of this Letter, ſhe 


pretended to be very angry with her 
Servant for preſuming to bring her 
Letters from any Man, and throwing 


it to her, commanded her in a ſevere 


Manner, to carry it back to the inſo- 
lent Wretch that had employes —_ 


The Maid who was an arch Jade, 
eaſily ſaw thro' this Feint, and perceiving 
for all her Miſtreſs's anger, ſhe wou'd 


be deſirous of reading it, ſhe took it 


up, and pretending to put it in her 
Pocket, inſtead of which ſhe ſlipt it 


uon 


10 
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upon the Toilette, and immediately left 


the Room. 


Mademoiſelle could not help reflecting 
on the Chevalier's Preſumption, ſhe be- 
gan to wiſh ſhe had given the Letter a 
Reading, as there could poſſibly he no 
arm in that, ſhe was ſorry ſhe had 


treated her Maid with ſo muck Hlarſh- 


neſs, and going to ring her Bell, to 
make her ſome ſlight Submiſſions, when 
paſſing by the Toilette, the firſt Object 
that met her Eyes was the Letter, 
which ſhe broke open with great Impa- 
tience, and could not refrain from cry- 
ing out — Ah!] my dear Chevalier! 
Why is it not in my Power to reward ſo 
tender a Lover? 


In ſhort ſhe found it was impoſſ'ble 


vw deny any longer giving up her Heart 


to ſo accompliſhed a Chevalier; yet 


ſhe was determined to deny him the Sa- 
— tis faction 


* 
. 
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tisfattion of knowing how dear he was 
to her, for ſome time. | 


She therefore rung her Bell, and 
after ſeverely chiding the poor Wench, 
| ſhe commanded her to inform the Che— 
valier, that ſhe forgave this Impertinence ; 
but if ever he preſumed to offend her in 
the like Manner, ſhe would acquaint 
the Marquis her Father, who would 
put it out of his Power to behave o 
for the future. 


In ſhort ſhe kept the poor Chevalier 
in this cruel Uncertainty, till the com- 
mencement of the Campaign, when he 
had Orders to prepare for the Field by 
the Beginning of the Spring. When 
the Chevalier wrote to her as follows. 


The 
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The Chevalier de PERONNE; to Mademoi- 
| fſelle de FannerL. 


\ HIS, Madam, will be the laſt 

Trouble you will ever receive 
„from one, whom you have treated 
e with ſo much Rigour. 


Pardon my Complaints, Madam, 
& loſing Gameſters have a juſt Right 
© to bewail their ill Fortune. I go to 
& releaſe you from a hated Lover, by 
<« ſeeking an honourable Death, and to 
rid myſelf of thoſe Pangs which your 
e Cruelty has cauſed in the Heart of 
&« the unhappy 


ce Chevalier de PxRONNE,"? 


The Pride of Mademoiſelle ſunk 
upon reading this Letter, and after a 


M2. creat 
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great Number of Struggles, ſhe thought 
proper to anſwer it in the following 
Manner. 


Mogemoiſelle de FANNELL, 10 the Chivalier 
de PERONNE. 


SIR, 

F you will be two Miles from 
Town, on that Side next the 
Grove, at Twelve o' Clock at Noon, 
& you will there find one whom you 


„have accuſed wrongfully of Cruelty 
and Rigour, 


(e 


«< DE FANN ELI.“ 


The Chevalier was tranſported be- 
you FExpreſlivn, at ſuch an luitance of 
ber Regard, and you may depe upon 
it did not make the Lady wait. The 


A cf ITS 
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Raptures that he received her with, is 


impoſſible for me to deſcribe; ſuffice it 
to ſay, that ſhe confeſs*d to him her 
Pride had been the only Obſtacle to her 
owning of her Paſſion, and that ſhe 
had loved him from the Inſtant ſhe had 
ſeen him at the Houſe where they firſt 
met; telling him ſhe thought this Con- 
ſeſſion due for his Conſtancy, in not 
being daunted by all thoſe Refuſals 
which were dictated by her Pride, and 
that her Heart had no Share in the 
Pangs he had ſuffer'd. 


Such Excuſes you may imagine were 
entirely unneceſſary, he fell upon his 
Knees, and thanked her in the moſt 
tender manner for her kind Confeſſion, 


ſwore he could never by all his Servi- 


ces merit ſo much Compaſiion, gaz'd 
upon her lovely Face, claſp'd her Hand 
to his impatient Boſom, then imprinted 
it with burning Kiſſes, and was in ſuch 

H 9 Extacies 
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Extacies that ſcarcely fell ſhort of 
Madneſs. 


Mademoiſelle raiſed him tenderly from 
his Submiſſive Poſture, and they enter- 
tained each other in the moſt agreeable 
manner, till Prudence obliged them to 
part; agreeing to meet in that Place 
till he was obliged to join the Army. 
Their Parting was tender on both Sides; 
Mademoiſelle fainted away in the Arms 
of her dear Chevalier, {wore never to 


ſurvive his Inconſtancy, then blamed 


herſelf for ſuſpecting his Truth, but 
concluded that not all the Severities of 
her Father ſhould unite her to' any but 
him. 


_—_ 


The Chevalier had not left his ador'd 


de Fannell more than a Month, when 
he had the Misfortune to be deſperate- 
ly wounded in the Head, inſomuch 
that his Life was for many Weeks 1n 


rea. 0 
preat Danger. 
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Mademoiſelle de Lannell when ſhe 
heard this News, was like one diſtracted 
ſhe fainted upon the firſt Recital, and 
was obliged immediately to be put to 
Bed, where ſhe fell into a high Fever, 
and continually raved about her dear 
Chevalier; {wearing {he never would 
ſurvive his Death. It happened very 
luckily for her, that her Father never 
| heard of theſe Ravings; for her Maid 
was cautious to admit no-body but in 
ber Intervals of Reaſon ; at length, by her 
Youth and a good Conſtitution, ſhe over- 
came her Diſorder; but how great was 
her Joy, when one Morning ber Maid 
informed her, that the Chevalier was 
conſiderably better, and arrived over 
Night for the Benefit of the Air. I 
have been with him ſaid ſhe, and in- 
formed him that your Concern for his 
Wound, had ſuch an Effect upon you, 
that you fell into a high Fever, and 
chat you were ſcarcely recovered. The 


4 poor 
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poor Chevalier changed Colour upon 
hearing of your Illneſs, and I was ap- 
prehenſive that he was going to faint, 
upon which I ran and got him ſome 
Drops, which inſtantly reſtored him ; 
he continues very weak and ill, but he 


would nevertheleſs have wrote you a 
Letter, but I obliged him to deſiſt, 


telling him, you would be ſatisfied in 


knowing he was better, without indan. 
gering his Health, 


| Mademoiſelle was delighted above 
Meaſure, to hear her dear Chevalicr 
was out of all Danger, and was ſo near 


her; it was the beſt Reſtorative that 


could poſſibly be communicated, and 
ſhe was preſently able to leave her 
Chamber ; ſhe preſented her Maid with 
a Diamond Ring of ſome Value, in 
Return for the good News ſhe had 
brought her, 


They 
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They heard of each other daily, 
and in leſs than a Fortnight they were 
able to meet at their uſual Place. 
Their Meeting was moving and tender; 
ſhe upbraided him in the moſt gentle 
Terms, for hazarding his Life in ſuch 
a Manner, when he muſt be ſenſible 
how dear it was to her. Oh! my 
_ adorable de Fannell, it was in the Hopes 
of making myſelf more worthy of your 
Love, that made me deſpiſe Danger. 
Honour and Love are compatible; I 
fought for Honour, in the midſt of the 
Foe your Charms inſpir'd me, and gave 
my Arm freſh Vigour, till ſurrounded 
by a Hoſt of Foes, they bid me yield 
or die; but I deſpiſing Life upon ſuch 
Terms, boldly fought my Way thro' 
their thickeſt Ranks, when an unlucky 
Stroke upon my Head levelled me 
with the Ground, I was taken up for 
dead, but perceiving ſome ſmall Signs 
of Life in me, I was carried to the 

Hs General's 


154 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 


General's Tent, where they poured a 


Cordial down my Throat, which re- 
call'd my fleeting Spirits: I daily mend- 
ed by the Care of a ſkilful Surgeon, but 


was under greit Concern, that I cou'd 


no way inform you of my returning 
Heaith ; when our glorious Leader gave 
me Permiſſion to retire hither till my 
Wounds were heal'd, and J had gained 


Stren th. Judge of my Joy, thou moſt 


lovely of thy Sex! Which nothing cou'd 
abate, but the Information of your III. 
nels, which gave me ſuch Concern, that 
it was near proving fatal to me, by 
throwing me into a ſlight Fever, but 


the Sight of my adorable Farnell, has 


entirely reſtored me to my Health: 


Our two Lovers had not continued 
their daily Meetings more than a Month, 


before her Father was by ſome Means 


or other made acquainted with it; *tis 


impoſſible to expreſs the Rage he was 
in, his firſt Care was to lock up his 
Daughter, 
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Daughter, and to deprive her of the 
Uſe of Pen and Ink; he then wrote a 
moſt inſulting Letter to the Chevalier, 
wondering at his Preſumption to offer 
Love to his Daughter, and in the moſt 


imperious Manner commanding him to 


leave Reims immediately ; but the Che- 


valier not regarding his Menaces, con- 


tinued by every Means in his Power, 


to get to the Sight or Speech of his 


dear Miſtreſs, But the old Argus 
watch'd her ſo cloſe, that he found it 
impoſſible to ſucceed. 


The Marquis de Fame was fo in- 
cenſed againſt the Chevalier, that he 
employed Bravoes to murder him; and 
one Night, when he was returning 
home, he was ſet upon by three deſpe- 
rate Villains; he defended himfelf no- 
bly, and though he had not recovered 
his Strength, he found Work for them 
all. At length growing weary and 
taint, he was on the Point of falling a 

* Victim 
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Victim to the infernal Malice of the 
M..gu's; had not a young Chevalier, 
ſeni by Providence, arrived to his Suc- 
cour, who ſurpriz'd to ſee one Man, 
nobly defending himſelf againſt three, 
and ſeeing him weak and faint, imme- 
_ Gaatc'y Grew in his Defence. This Suc- 
cour gave ireſh Force to the Arm of 
cur drooping Hero, and by the A ſſiſ- 
tance of this generous Youth they put 
their Adverſaries to flight. 


He returned the noble Youth Thanks 
for his kind Interpoſition, and informing 
him where he reſided, he leant upon 
his Arm, and thus ſupported, he arriv'd 
at his Lodings, 


By that time they had reach'd the 
Chevalier's Chamber, he grew ſo weak 
with his Loſs of Blood, that he fainted 
away, but upon examining his Wound, 
they found it very ſlight, and of no 
dangerous Conſequence, 

_ Upon 
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Upon further Converſation with the 
young Gentleman, he found he was ex- 
tremely unhappy, and being deſirous 
of knowing his Hiſtory, which he com- 
plied with in the following Manner. 


—— — — 


THE 


158 ALMIRA: Or, te Hiſtory of | 


The Chevalier DE GopDEAu. 


A Y Father is a Gentleman of ſome 
= Diſtinction, in a Province not 
far diſtant ſrom Paris, where he has a 
good paternal Eſtate. I am his only 
Son, by a Lady to whom he had been 
married ſeveral Ye rs; and for what. 
Reaſon 1 never could find out, but from 
my Infancy, he bore an invincible Ha- 
tred againſt me. 


My 
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My Mother did all in her Power to 
root from his Heart any Sceds of Ma— 
lice againſt her darling Child, and while 
ſhe liv'd he did not ſhew any great Diſ- 
like to me, but Heaven was pleaſed to 
take her to himſelf, when IJ was no 
more than fourteen Years old; it was 
then I began tv experience all the Ri- 
gour of my Father's Temper, which is 
not to be conceived; and were I to tell 
you every Inſtance of his Cruelty, you 
would ſcarcely think it poſſible a Man 
could be guilty of ſo much Barbarity to 


his own Bowels. 


* 


My Mother had not been dead more 
than a Year, before my Father brought 
a Woman into the Houſe in Quality of 
a Miſtreſs ; if it was bad before, it was 
now if poſſible much worſe. I had 
not only my Father's IIl-temper to bear 
withal, but the Pride and Haughtineſs 
of 
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of a Woman whoſe Soul was capable 
of the blackeſt Miſchief. 


She had not been in the Houſe long, 
before ſhe was brought to Bed of a Son. 
It was then ſhe began to ſhew the Im- 
placableneſs of her Temper ; ſhe at- 
tempted to get rid of me by Poiton, 
that her own Son might enjoy the Eſtate, 
but Heaven preſerved me from her 


Cruclty. 


I was once taken extremely ill, and 
my Father had the Inhumanity to take 
no Care of me in that Condition; and 
had not an old Servant in the Family 
been kind to me, {which was as much 
as her Place was worth) I muſt have 
died. Theſe are ſome few Inſtances, out 


of a great Number, of their implacable 


Malice. 


It is {ix Years ſince I was fo un- 
happy as to loſe my Mother, I bave 


been 
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been to viſit a Relation, in hopes of 
getting a ſmall Sum of Money to en- 
able me to buy a Commiſſion ; but 
alas! he is too much a Man of this 
World to comply with my Requeſt, 
my laſt Reſource is interceding with 
my inhuman Father, 'and retiring for 
ever from his Sight. Here Tears ſtopt his 
Speech, The Chevalier was ſo mov'd 
with his melancholy Recital, that he 
could not forbear mingling his Tears 
with thoſe of the unhappy Youth. 


After taking an affectionate Leave 
of each other, the young Chevalier ſet 
forward on his Return, in hopes of 
making ſome Impreſſion on the Heart 
of his obdurate Father. 


In the mean time the Marquis de 
Fannell was exaſperated beyond Meaſure, 
that the Chevalier de Peronne had eſca- 
caped with Life; he however was re- 


ſolved 
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tolved to ruin him by ſome Means or 


other. For this Purpoſe he ſent a Letter 
ro the Prime Miniſter, informing him 
that the Chevalier was a diſſaffected 


Man, and that he was employed by 


the Enemy as a Spy. 


His Malice had the deſired Effect, ſor 
the poor unhappy Chevalier was ſeized 
one Morning by a Company of Ar- 
chers, who hurried him into a Coach 


that was waiting for them; he was 


aſtoniſh'd above Meaſure, at their Be- 
haviour, as he was ignorant of any Crime 
that he had committed, he fancied that 
they were miſtaken in his Perſon; but 
though he made uſe of many Intreaties, 


nay even offered to bribe them to di- 


vulge the Meaning of his being ſeiz'd 


in that Manner, but they would not ſo 
much as open their Lips to anſwer any 


Queſtion that he put to them. But 
what was his A ſtoniſnment, when on 


bis Arrival at Paris he was clapt into 


the 


t 
Y 
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che Baſtile ; he was not now at a loſs 
to ſeek for the Author of his Impriſon- 
ment, but concluded it to be a Scheme 
of the Marquis de Farnell, to get rid 
of him. | 


How did he curſe this barbarous 
Treatment of the haughty Marquis ; 
but knowing it would be of no Service 
to him to complain, he made himſelf 
as happy as he could. His chief Amuſe- 
ment was in Reading, for the Keeper 
was kind enough to ſupply him with 
whatever he ſtood in need of; in this 
Manner did he paſs away two Months; 
when one Morning, as he was muſing 
on his unhappy Fate; he heard the 
Voice of a Perſon complaining in the 
next Room, which he fancied he was 
acquainted with. When the Keeper 
came to bring him his Allowance, he 
enquir'd of him who the Perſon was in 
the next Room, whom he had heard 


making ſuch Lamentations. 
The 
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The Keeper informed him that it was 
a young Gentleman that had been there 
but two Days on a Suſpicion of Trea- 
fon ; that he had ail the Marks of Me- 
lancholy imprinted on his Countenance, 
and that he believ'd him to be a very 
unhappy Youth, 


The Chevalier ſeemed very deſirous of 
ſeeing the Priſoner, which the Keeper 
with a Humanity not common in thoſe 
Sort of Men, told him he might con- 
verſe with the young Man it he thought 
proper; the Chevalier with a Bow ex- 
preſs'd the Satisfaction it would give 
him. 


The Keeper then led him into the 


Room where the Priſoner lay, and 
judge the Chevalicr's Aſtoniſhment, 


when he ſaw upon the Ground, with all 


the Marks of extreme Mclancholy in his 
Face, 
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Face, his generous Preſerver the Cheva- 


lier de Godeau. The ill-fated Youth ſoon 


called to Mind his fellow Pritoner. Oh! 
my unhappy Friend! cry'd he, this is a 
double Portion to my Afiction!-—T he 


Marquis's Cruelty has no doubt brought 


you here? and the Barbarity of a Fa- 
ther has placed me in the ſame Situation. 


The Keeper, who found they were 


acquainted, left them to indulge their 


mutual Grief. 


Oh! my Friend, cry*d de Godeau, Fate 


has now done her worſt !—this is my 


laſt Trial !-—and Death is now my only 


Comfort My Father with his uſual 


Severity refuſed my ſmall Requeſt, and 


was continually upbraiding me for my 
Preſumption. 


T now began to take his ill Uſage ſo 
much to Heart, that I daily waſted my- 


ſelf _ 
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ſelf by continual Fretting ; when this 
laſt Act of his Barbarity was to place 
me here by bribing a Perſon to ſwear I 
held a Correſpondence with ſome of his 


Majeſty's Enemies, and in Conſequence 


of which I was committed a Priſoner 


here; where I wait for my final Diſſo- 


lution, with the Impatience of a longing 
Bridegroom! — Theſe Eyes have never 
ſeen one happy Day, no Beam of Joy 
to fill the horrid Spaces fince Reaſon 
taught Reflection! 
the Remainder of my Youth in ſullen 
Obſcurity ; within theſe unfriendly 
Walls !——dreadful Thought !\—un- 
fortunate de Godenu / 
dence in thy good Time'relieve thy un- 
worthy Servant from all his Miſeries 
Tears followed the Concluſion of theſe 
Words, and I could not forbear mixing 


mine with thoſe of the poor unhappy 


Sufferer ; and curſing the inhuman Bar- 
barity of his brutiſh F ather, who could 
| uſe 


— [| muſt here waſte 


Kind! Provi- 


elty. 


They had every Day an Opportunity 
of condoling their Misfortunes. De Go- 
deau often told my Father, that the 
cruel Treatment he had met with, had 
oftentimes tempted him to be guilty of 
ſome Act of Deſperation; but thoſe 


Principles of Religion which had been 


early inſtill'd into his Mind by his pious 
Mother, check'd the Impiety of thoſe 


Reſolutions. The poor unhappy Youth 


languiſhed for about two Months, in 
all which Time he continually offered 
his Prayers to Heaven to forgive his 
inhuman Father; after taking an eter- 
nal Farewel of his Friend, he expired 


in his Arms, and died of no other Diſ- 


order than a broken Heart. 


The poor Chevalier was ſincerely af. 
flicted at the untimely Fate of his gene- 


rous Preſerver: His own Misfortunes, - 


together 
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uſe his Son with ſuch unbeard of Cru- 
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together with his Concern for Godeauu, 
threw him into a Fever, which was 


greatly augmented by the Keepers in- 
forming him, that the Marquis de Fan- 
nell had in the moſt cruel Manner be— 
ſtowed his Daughter on the Marquis 
da Angier ; that upon the Lady's refu- 
ſing, he had drag'd her to the Altar, 
and holding a Dagger in his Hand, 
ſwore if ſhe did not comply with his 
Intentions, he would ſtab her to the 


Heart; the poor unhappy Lady vas 
xerrified to Death at her Father's Threats, 


and fainted away; when the barbarous 
Marquis commanded the Prieſt to per- 
form the Ceremony, which was accord- 
ingly done. The Marchioneſs who ſtill 
continued in that Condition, was carried 
home; where ſhe was no ſooner reco- 
vered of her Fit, but ſhe fell into others 
ſucceſſively ; that they had very ſmall 
Hopes of her Life ; and ſince that, ſhe 
had been ill of a Fever, and was ſcarcely 
recovered. ; 


4+ 'The 
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The Chevalier fainted away at hear- 
ing this News, and was with great Dif— 
ficulty brought to himſelf; he continued 


for more than a Month, before he was 
able to regain his Strength. 


He deplor'd the Fate of the unhap- 
py de Fannell, and curs'd his own; rav*d 
| at the Cruelty of the Marquis, and .—- 
| vow*d to revenge himſelf for the Wrongs 
he had fuſtain d. 


When he was quite recover'd, he 
ſent to inform his generous Patron, the 


ll Prince de Conde, of his whole Story, | 
d and interceded with his Highneſs to pro- | 
J- cure his Diſcharge. 

rs 

i The Prince who was fully convinced 

Ne of the Innocence of the unhappy Che- 

'y valier, procured his Enlargement. His 

ks firſt Care, when he was releaſed, was to 


L throw 
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throw himſelf at the Feet of his noble 


Benefactor, to return him Thanks for 
his generous Aſſiſtance, | 


The Prince received him with an 
amazing Degree of Affability, and was 
pleas'd to expreſs great Concern for 


his Misfortunes, and an utter Deteſta- 


tion of the barbarous Behaviour of the 
Marquis; but inſiſted that the Chevalier 
ſhould take no Revenge on him, but 
jeave him to Heaven, and to the Stings 
of his own Conſcience. 


My Father aſſured the Prince, that, 
as it was his Deſire, he would not think 
of calling him to an Account ; though 
he confeſs'd he had fully intended to 
have ieat him a Challenge, to repair by 


his Death the Injuries he had received 
from him. 


The Chevalier after this Interview 
with che Prince, went to the Theatre, 
to 
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to ſee a favourite Piece that was to be 
performed that Night: He was ſcarce- 
| ly ſeated in the Box, when his ador'd 


Fannell enter'd, led by a Gentleman of 


an engaging Form, whom he concluded 
to be the Marquis 4 Angters. She had 
no ſooner caſt her Eyes on her beloved 
Chevalier, but ſhe fainted away; the 
Marquis was in great Confuſion, and 


could not conceive the Meaning of this 


Accident ; the poor Chevalier was like- 


wiſe in great Diſorder, but as he happily 
had not on his Regimentals, and was 
entirely unknown, he aſſiſted the Mar- 
quis in reſtoring the uniortunate Fair to 
Life. The Marquis was very liberal in 
his Thanks to the Chevalier, for his 
Aſſiſtance. 


The Lady when ſhe was recover'd, 


beg' d to retire, for ſhe found herſelf 
greatly diſorder'd. 


In the mean time, the Marquis 
d' Angiers and the Chevalier had often 
I 2 Oppor- 
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Opportunities of meeting and com- 
mencing an Acquaintance with each 
other; the Marquis thought himſelf 
very happy in having an Intimacy with 
a Man of fo much Wit and Politeneſs; 
he invited him to Dinner one Day when 
he had much Company, the poor Che- 
valier was in great Confuſion, and beg'd 
he would excuſe him, but the Marquis 
would admit of none. 


| 
{ 
| 

The Chevalier thought it adviſeable ! 
to convey a Letter to the Marchioneſs, I 
© inform her of it, that ſhe might not g d 
be ſurpriz'd into a Confuſion that would N 


betray them both. At the appointed { 
Time he ſet forward for the Marquiss Y xy 
Hotel, in a Perturbation of Mind not | ſh 

co be expreſs'd, The Marquis was ſo | J 

: buſily employed in receiving his Friends, pr 
4 that he had no Opportunity of remark- h 
ing the different Agitations that appear'd _ 

in the Faces of his Wife and Friend. fr 

They behaved with ſuch an extraordinary ch 


Preſence 
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Preſence of Mind, that aſtoniſh'd them 


both. The Chevalier took notice that 


the Marchioneſs avoided his Company 


as much as poſſible, without appearing 
particular, which concerned him greatly, 
as he was defirous of having ſome Con- 
verſation with her in private. He 
waited a great while for an Opportu— 
nity, which did not offer itſelf till ſome 
time after, when on paying a Viſit to 
the Marquis, he had the Pleaſure of 
hearing he was gone out to ſpend the 
Day with ſome Company; he imme- 


diately flew to the Apartment of the 
Marchioneſs. He found the fair diſcon- 


folate in a melancholy Poſture, reading 


with great Attention ſome Papers which, 


ſhe held in her Hand; ſhe was ſo deep- 


ly engaged, that he was upon his Knees 


preſſing her Hand to his Lips, before 
ſhe perceived him: When ſhe had re- 
cover'd herſelf from the Confuſion the 
firſt Sight of this beloved Object had 


thrown her into, ſhe intreated him, if 


a9 „ _ 
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he had the leaſt Remains of Tenderneſ; 
tor her, (which ſhe much doubted, after 


having violated her Faith,) that he would 
retire that Inſtant, and leave her to her 


own evil Deſtiny. Here her Grief over- 
powered ſo, that ſhe burſt into a Flood 


of Tears. The Chevalier ſtill continued 
upon his Knees, and bathing her Hand 


with his Tears, he beg'd her in ſo mo- 


ving a manner, that ſhe would permit 


him to ſtay a ſhort time with her, that 
ſhe complied with his Requeſt. Fatal 
Compliance! —— Unfortunate de 
 Fannell | moans 


The Chevalier had ſcarcely time te 
thank the lovely Marchioneſs for her 
Condeſcenſion, before the Door was 
thrown open, and the Marquis, (who 
had been diſappointed of his Party) en- 
tered the Apartment : He could not at 


ſirſt believe his Eyes; but when he was 


ſatisfied that what he ſaw was no Fiction, 
he drew his Sword, and before the 


aſtoniſh'd - 


—_ ea eo 4 oe: av 66 


= 
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aſtoniſh'd Chevalier had time to ward f 
the Blow, he had plung'd it into the } 
Breaſt of the ill-fated Marchioneſs, who _ | 
caſting her dying Eyes on her dear Che- 
valier, then cloſed them for ever. — 
Such was the Fate of this lovely but 

_ unfortunate Lady. Treacherous Wo- 
man! cry'd the Marquis, thou haſt 
paid the Price of thy Infamy ; and thou 
perfidious Friend draw, and receive from 
my injured Hand the juſt Reward of 
violated Friendſhip, 


The Chevalier, who had by this 
time drawn his S word; cry*d out, 
hold, my Lord, and ſuffer me firſt to 
clear this injur'd Lady's Conduct from 
every Imputation of Diſhonour. Know 
that ſhe was mine, my Lord, by the 
| ſtrongeſt Ties of her Affection; when 
her inhuman Father, with a Cruelty 
ſcarce to be parallel'd, made her receive 
you for a Huſband, _ 
_=_ "= >&< it 
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It is impoſſible you ſhould be a 
Stranger to the Name of the Chevalier 


de Peronne, whom the Father of this 


fair unfortunate has injur'd in the 
groſſeſt Manner, firſt by bribing Men 
to take away my Life, then with the 
blackeſt Malice to aſperſe my Character, 


and brand me with the odious Name 
of Traitor; in conſequence of which 


T have ſuffered a lingering Impriſonmeng 
in the Baſtile. 


Alas! my Lord, you were little ac- 


quainted with the refin'd Sentiments of 
your unhappy Wife; her Notions of 
Honour were too ſevere ever to have 
wrong' d you in ſo nice a Point; for my 
own Part, had not her Confidence in 
my Honour been great, ſhe would not 
have truſted herſelf with me: Her De- 
fence was not alone in her unſpotted 
Virtue; ſhe knew likewiſe that nothing 


could make me capable of injuring a 
Man 
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Man who had honoured, me with his 
Friendſhip. You might have ſafely 
confided ſuch a Treaſure to my Keep- 
ing; I ſhould have looked on her as a 
Jewel within a Caſket, for my Inſpection 
only ; while you was to have been the 
Wearer. x 


Then, my Lord, add my Death to 
the Crimes you have already committed, 
for it is impoſſible for me to paſs the 
Remainder of my Days in Happineſs, 
when her, for whom I wiſh'd to live, 
is now no more, it was only her Pre- 


ſence made Life deſirable. 


Oh! Perenue, cry'd the Marquis, 
pardon the extravagant Raſhneſs of a 
Wretch, whoſe Jealouſy was the Cauſe 
of his Misfortunes ? Farewel! — fly this 
deteſted Place, where nought but Mi- 
lery dwells. Oh my Friend! thou 

cqud'ſt not love, this dear departed 
I s Fa. 
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Fair- one, more than I did 3 my Jealoy- 
ſy proceeded from the height of Love: 


Oh! thou dear murdered Fair! pardon 


the curs'd Jealouſy of thy wretched Huſ- 
band, who, to appeaſe thy Manes, will 
thus revenge them; then falling on his 
Sword, he pierc'd his Heart, and expi- 
red by the Side of his unhappy Wife. 


My Father was ſo confuſed, that he 
had not time to prevent the fatal Effects 
of the Marquis's Raſhneſs. After giving 
a proper Account of this unhappy Affair, 
he reſign'd his Commiffion, and retir'd 
to a ſmall paternal Eſtate, which he had 
in the Province of Languedee, 


The Marquis de Fannell, upon hearing 


the melancholy Recital of his unhappy 
Daugghter's Fate, fell into a State of 
Deſperation, and not being able to bear 
Life, under ſuch an Exceſs of Torture, 
drank Poiſon, and n i in the moſt 


2 Pain. 
About 


= — — — 


A French Lady of Diſtindtion. 179 


About three Years after this unfortu- 
nate Cataſtrophe, a Widow Lady of a 
large Jointure fell in love with him; he 
was loth to change his Condition; but 
out of a kind Regard to the Lady, be 
married her, and by her he had two 
Children, myſelf and a younger Siſter. 


My Father by ſo many Misfortunes 
had his Temper much ſoured, that 
Madame de Peronne, not being able to 
bear with his Ill-humours, took it fo 
much to heart, that ſhe fell into a Me- 
lancholy, which in leſs than five Years 
deprived her of her Life. Her Jointure 
which was very confiderable, after her 
Death devolved to her Family ; and 
my Father was obliged to retrench his 
expenſive way of Living, as his Income 
was too ſmall «to ſupport him, in fo 
grand a Manner, he however gave us 
an Education ſuitable to our Birth; 

thinking 
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thinking with great Accompliſhments, 
and a moderate Share of Beauty, it 
was not impoſſible we might make our 
Fortunes ; for this Purpoſe he took us 
to Paris, where a young Gentleman of 
Birth and Fortune, fell in love with 
me; every thing was agreed on for our 
Marriage, when I beg*d my Father on 
my Knees, with Floods of Tears, not 
to inſiſt on my marrying Bertrand, 


(which was the Name of the Gentleman) 


he however inſiſted on making me a Sa- 
crifice for the ſake of his Fortune. 


Thus was I drag'd an unwilling 


Victim to the Altar, and gave my Faith 


to a Man that I deteſted : Love was 
an entire Stranger to my Heart, and 
had I never experienced that Paſſion I 
had been happy : But who can know 
the Will of Heaven ? . 


The bright, the bleſt Divinity is known, 
And comprehended by himſelf alone. 
Beerirand 
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Bertrand was young, and what the 
World called handſome, but in my Eyes 
he was quite the Reverſe ; every thing 
he did to pleaſe me gave me Pain. I have 
often lamented with Tears, that it was 
not in my Power to give my Heart to a 
Man of ſo much Worth: By the continual 
Reſerve which I always appeared in his 
Preſence, he concluded that ſome other 
Perſon had rob'd him of my Love, but 
finding that I was inſenſible to every 
one, he was uſed to ſay, I had ſome- 
thing in my Nature that was an Enemy 


to Love, and called me his Dear In- 
ſenſible. 


Time at length wore away my Sor- 
row ; and by my Huſband's continual 
good Temper, I began to look upon 
him with more Pleaſure, which I fool- 
iſhly imagined was Love; but he found 
in me none of thoſe Ardors, thoſe ſtrong 
deſires, that Love is apt to feel. 

| As 


— —— — 
—— n = . 


—— 
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As I was viſiting one Day at a Re. 
lation's of mine, for I had my free Li- 
berty; for he was wont to fay, My 
dear Thereſa, Reſtraint is an Enemy to 
Love; therefore take every Liberty a 
virtuous Woman may, without Re- 
proach ; for if you cannot love me 
by Conſent, you never will by Reſtraint, 
Worthy generous Bertrand ! Why did 
my curs'd Stars make me wrong ſuch in- 
nate Worth ? Forgive my Tears, La- 
dies, at the Remembaance of my paſt 
Follies : When ihe had recovered her- 


ſelf, ſhe thus proceeded. 


At the Houſe of this Relation, there 
was a great deal of Company; amongſt 
the reſt, there was a young Gentleman 
whoſe Name was Melfont; he was gen- 


| tee] and agreeable, with an infinite Share 


of Wit : In ſhort by an unaccountable 
Fatality, I gaz'd away my Fieart. 


When 
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When I roſe up to take my Leave, he 
beg'd to have the Honour of handing 
me to my Coach, which he performed 
with ſo much Eaſe, Delicacy and Po- 
liteneſs, that quite charm'd me; TI ſelt 
ſomething that I could not account 
for; I ſigh'd at the Remembrance of 
Melfont; but as I was an entire Stranger 
to Love, I little dreamt the Occaſion 
of my Diſturbance, but believ'd myſelf 
ill, and inſtead of paying a Number of 
Viſits, as J at farſt intended; I ordered 
the Coach home, and went to bed, in 
hopes the next Day to be quite reco- 
vered. I gave Orders to my Maid to 
inform Bertrand that I came home a 
little out of order, and beg'd not to be 


diſturbed : In ſhort Sleep was a Stranger 
to my Eyes, my Thoughts ran contt- 


nually on Melfont. 


In the Morning my Huſband came 
with great concern, to enquire how I 
did, and how I had reſted. He now 

appeared 
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appeared more diſagreeable to me than 
ever, when in my Mind I compar'd 


him with Melfont ; all his obliging En- 
quiries I look*d upon as Impertinence, 


I told him I was much better, and 
would get up; but he beg'd I would 
try to compoſe myſelf; ſaluted me 
with great Tenderneſs and retired. I 


now began to ſuſpect that what I felt 


was Love, but Pride which bore a great 
Sway in my Heart, check'd thoſe Emo- 
tions, for Melfont appearing ſo indiffe- 
rent, made me ſcorn the Thought of 
loving without Return, And had I 
not been ſo unfortunate as to have in- 
ſpired him with a Paſſion, Pride would 
ſoon have eras'd his Image from my 
Heart. Thus, — 


Winds loſe their Force that unrefiſted fry, 


And Flames unfed by Fuel, and die. 


In a few Days after my Interview 


with Melfont, my Servant brought me 


a Billet 
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a Billet from him, my Heart trembled 
at the Sight, and Jeſt the Maid ſhould 
perceive my Confuſion, I ordered her to 
retire. The Billet ran thus. 


MELroN r, to the adorable THERESA, 


Ka HE Pains and Anxieties my 
= Mind has ſuffered, ſince I had the 
« Happineſs of ſeeing you are many; nor 
need you be ſurprized at that, ſince 
e thoſe bright languiſning Eyes were 
never made but to be ador'd. I love 
* you, Madam, with a Paſſion as violent 
« as is poſſible to be inſpir'd ; yet 
e tremble to think the Conſequence of 
e my Preſumption; for if you are ſo 
* cruel as not to reward my Paſſion, 
« Deſpair will certainly be the Death of 


„% MELFonT.” 


The Sight of this Billet exhilarated 
my whole Frame, and I was ſo impru- 
dent 
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dent as to anſwer it in the following 
Terms. 


THER ESA fo MEL FHPONT. 


Cannot recollect any Behaviour of 


mine that could poſſibly draw upon 
me the Report of your audacious 
<6 Paſſion, for ſuch it is, as I am mar- 
© ried to a Man, whom the great Obli- 


© gations I lay under to, will not ſuffer 


** me to wrong in ſo nice a Point as 
* that of his Honour. I am not fo 
* cruel as to defire your Death, but 
you muſt not think of loving 


© THE RESA.“ 


As this Letter was not of a Nature 


to make him deſpair; he purſued me 
with great Ardor. 


I now gave myſelf up to all the Im- 


petuoſity of my Paſſion, I was quite 
delighted 


V. 
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delighted at the Thoughts of being 
loved by Melfont, my Heart fluttered 
with Pleaſure : I never gave myſelf a 
Moment to refle& what ill Conſequences 
might attend this criminal Amour; in 
ſhort I ran headlong to my own Per- 
dition. 


I found it was neceſſary to diſſemble 

with my Huſband, that he might not 
remark any thing extraordinary in my 
Behaviour; which was no eaſy Taſk to 
perform, as his Preſence was ſo diſagree- 
able to me, and his Careſſes ſo odious 
and ſhocking, that I have been ready to 
ſwoon at his Approach. 


Our Place of Meeting was at a 
Houſe in the Fauxbourg de Saint Honoré, 
where I met the dear Deſtroyer of my 
Peace very. often, and gave him every 
thing his ſond Wiſhes could deſire; 


while I liſtened with Pleaſure to his 
Tales 
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Tales of Love, and my fond believing 
Heart drunk every Word he uttered from 


his charming Lips ! But he was all 
Perjury, all Deceit. How has he 


ſwore his Soul was wrapt up in mine, 


and that his Happineſs conſiſted in my 
Love. 


All this time my Husband never 


ſuſpected me of Infidelity, but a lingering 
Diſorder was waſting his Louth; which 
Was chiefly owing to my paying ſo 


little Regard to his unbounded Love 
for me, 


In the mgin time Melfont by De- 
grees began to grow ccol in his Ar- 
dors, till at length he. quite deſerted 


me, which my Pride reſented, though 


I ſtill continued to love him with the 
ſame Affection as at fir. 


Homan 


Keg % _ I» 
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WVoman is ſoft, and of a tender Heart, 

Apt to receive, and to retain Love's Dart. 

Man has a Breaſt robuſt and moſt ſecure, 

It wounds him not ſo deep, ner hits ſo 
ſure.” 


I had him watch'd, and found he 
_ conſtantly viſited another Lady: Re- 
venge glowing in my Heart; I was re- 
ſolved to ſtab the perjur'd Villain; for 
after ſending a Number of Letters to 
him to appoint a Meeting, which he 
never complied with, nor had even 
good Manners enough to anſwer them. 


I was now reſolved that nothing 
ſhou'd ſcreen him from my juſt Reſent- 
ment. I ſome time after ſent him a 
Billet -in the following Words, 


Turkksa, 
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Tarrzsa, to the ungrateful MzLronT, 


«SIR, 


N Have deſired to be favoured with 
% your Company ſo often, which 
„you have had Cruelty enough to re- 
« fuſe me: If you will be at the Faux- 
Bourg de Saint Honore, at Six o'Clock 
„this Evening, to take an eternal Fare- 
« well, 


« Of the abandoned 


c THERESA,” 


The Traitor came, after making me 
wait for him above an Hour, with 
ſuch an Air of Inſolence, that provoked 
me. Rage and Reſentment now took 

entire 


1 
1 
4 


manly Inſolence? 
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entire Poſſeſſion of my Soul, and rous'd 
all the Woman in me. Villain cry'd I, 


how do you dare to approach my Pre- 
| fence, but with the greateſt Submiſſion ; 


after the Affronts I have received from 
you ? Is it not enough that you have 
abandon'd me? Which to a Wo- 
man of my Spirit is worſe than Death! 
—— but you muſt treat me with un- 
Doſt thou not 
dread the Rage of an offended Woman? 

— Why doſt thou not anſwer, ſtu- 


pid inanimate Wretch ?—— Here Tears 


ſtopt my Words, 


Madam, ſaid he with an inſulting 
Air, (and not in the leaſt moved at my 
Tears, nor at the Condition he had re- 
duced me to, by his Cruelty,) I cannot 
afford Leiſure at preſent to attend to 


your Reproaches, as I have an Engage- 


ment upon my Hands, which I am ob- 


liged to comply with, Cruel Melfont ! 


(cry'd I) cannot you ſpend one Hour 
| ; Et with 


[ : 
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. 
1 
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contending Paſſions of my Heart, Grief 
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with Thereſa ? Is all your Moments 
taken up with Mademoitelle de Main- 
ville ? - Go! fly to her Arms! 
- and publiſh my Shame ! She, 
no doubt, will exult in my Ruin !—— 
but firſt take the Reward due to thy 
Perfidy, audacious Monſter; begone! 


but never boaſt thou hat undone The- 
reſa ! Then drawing a Poniard, I 


ſtab'd him, for my Rage gave me 


Strength. I then thought it was proper 


to retire, which I did in great Diſorder, 
informing the People of the Houſe, 


that the Gentleman above required their 


Aſſiſtance. 


1 made what Haſte I could home, 


where every thing was in Confuſion, 


my Husband being taken extremely ill, 
I flew to his Chamber, his Illneſs was 


a good Pretence for my.Tears, which 


flowed in great Abundance ; for the 


and 
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and Rage overpowered me ſo; that J 


was almoſt choak'd ; tho' my greateſt 


Concern at that Moment, was the 
Thoughts of being unfaithful to e 


good a Man. 


Upon my entering the Room, he 


cry'd; I die, my dear Thereſa ; I die, 


without the Satisfaction of being be- 
loved by you 5 yet let me not upbraid 
you as the Cauſe, as I am ſenſible Love 
is an involuntary Paſſion. Yet I carry 
with me to the Grave the Pleaſure of 
knowing that no one rival'd me in 
your Affections. Tears were the only 
Anſwer I could make. 


He languiſh'd for ten Days, in all 


which time I never left him, but con- 


tinued deploring his approaching Diſſo— 


lution, Adieu, my deareſt Thereſa ! 
am ſenſible of the Regard you pay 
me in theſe my laſt Moments ; and 

K Oh! 
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Oh! had you ſhewn uit before, I had 
been happy, but I will not complain, 
Death makes its low and fileat Ap- 
proaches; and Nature ſhrinks at the 


Thoughts of the gloomy Conqueror 
Oh, Death ! thou Period of 


my Hopes ! —— Once more farewell; ; 
my ever deareſt Wife ? —— Live, and n 
be happy! then with a diſmal 1 


Groan he expir'd in my Arms, leaving 1 
me quite diſconſolate. 


My Eyes were now open to the Me— 
rit of the Man I had loſt. I was for 
ſome time in ſuch a State, that it was 
little inferior to Madneſs. 


Oh! ſtay, my deareſt Husband ! let 
me die with you ; for *tis impoſſible to 
{ſurvive this Hour? —— Oh, Bertrand! 
much injur'd Bertrand] how ought you 
to have deteſted a Wretch, who has be- 


tray'd your Honour? Confuſion to 
= my 
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my Hopes, he's dead O foul 
Adultereſs ! thou haſt ſlain thy Huſ— 
band! Ah! who ſays Melſont is 
dead! Curſt Wretch ! it is he has been 
my Ruin! —— Oh! I ſhall run diſ- 
tracted; —— This Hand that ſtab'd 
Aelfont ! let it now do Juſtice on my- 
{elf ! Then ſnatching my Dagger, I at- 
tempted to plunge it in my Breaſt 
but my Servants wreſted it from me, 
and carrying me to Bed, where they 
kept me by Force, and obliged me to 
Iwallow a. compoſing Draught, which 


threw me into a ſound Sleep. In the 
Morning I awak'd in a violent Fit of 
Tears, which greatly relieved me, and 
in lels than a Week I was able to leave 
my Apartment. 


Aſter my Hufband's Funeral, I re- 
tir'd to this Convent, to pals my Year 
of - Mourning ; but Religion, that I had 
always reg aarded as a Phantom, now ap- 

XK 2 - peared 
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peared in all its Beauties: I ſincerely 


repented my paſt Life ; though Repen- 
tance could not reſtore my loſt Inno- 
cence. I was firmly reſolved to dedicate 
the Remainder to the Service of God, 


he accepted the Sacrifice; and I took 


the Vail after my Year of Probation, 


Come, bleſſed Religion, with thy dnge 5 
Fate, © 

Diſpe! this Gloom, and brighten all the 
Place . 


Drive this deſlruftive Paſſion from my 


Breaſt, 
Compoſe my Sorrows, * reſtore my Reſt J 


Shew me the Path, the Aan Virgins 


trod, 


Mean me from Earth, and raiſe my Soul 


to God, 


I left my vaſt Poſſeſſions to my Siſ— 
ter, who is ſince married to a worthy 
Gentleman in Paris, where they con- 


+ ſtantly 


a 
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ſtantly reſide, and every Year pay me 
a Viftt, I have been here Twenty 
Years, and have met with no Accident 
to difturb my Tranquillity : Melfont 
recovered of his Wound, and married 
the Lady he courted, when offended 
Pride prompted me to take ſo deſperate 
a Revenge. 


Love various Minds does varionfly in fre, 

Ile ſtirs in genie Natures gentle Fire, 

Like that of Incenſe en the Altar laid; 

But raging Flames tempeſtucus Souls invade. 

A Fire which ev'ry windy Paſſion Ulovs, 

With Pride it mounts, and with Revenge 
it glows. 


So you ſee, that there is no State of 
Life, no Region ſo ſerene can be form'd 
here; but feels the Viciſſitudes of Night 
and Day, the Rays of Happineſs and 
the Damps of Pain; for Pleaſure's 
Stream glides on Jike a latent Doze, 
Si for 
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for while we quench our Thirſts, ma- 
lignant Blaſts may ruffle the Surface 
and defile our Draught. Here ſhe ſtopt. 


And they returaed her Thanks for the 
Pleaſure ſhe had afforded them, 


Siſter Thereſa who was very commu— 
nicative, related to them one Day an 
odd Story of an Accident that hap- 


per*d to Gertrude Counteſs d' Arbipny, 


who was the Foundreſs of the Monaſte- 
ry. That as ſhe was one Night ſlecping 
peaceably by the Side of the Count her 
Huſband, when a great Noiſe in her 
Apartment made her awake in a our- 
prize, and opening the Curtains of her 
Bed, was greatly aſtoniſh'd to fee a little 


Woman, about three Foot high, but 


remarkably beautiful, who carried in 


her Hand a Waxen Taper. She was — 


Fairer than fam'd of «ld, or fadled fine 
Of fairy Damſels, met in Foreſt c 
By errant Knights, —— 


I leave 
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I leave you to gueſs, what a Sur- 
prize ſhe was in; for ſome Time ſhe 
thought herſelf in a Dream, but every 
thing appearing ſo plain, ſhe could not 
long remain in that Thought, 


The little Woman approached her 
Bed, which redoubled the Fear of the 
Counteſs, inſomuch that -ſhe was going 
to awake her Huſhand, but her Fright 
was ſo great that ſhe could not ſpeak, 
Do not ſright yourſelf, Madam, faid 
the little Woman, I come to do you 
no Harm, and provided you give me 
the Aſſiſtance I require of you, Honour 
and Fortune ſhall attend the Children 
that you ſhall bear. This firſt Compli- 
ment did not ſufficiently remove the 
Fear of the Counteſs; when ſhe ap- 
proached ſtill nearer, and ſaid many 
Things to re-afſure her, and deſir'd ſhe 
would acquieſce with the Propoſition 

| = 4 ſhe 
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ſhe had made: If you will follow me, 
and do exactly what I ſhall tell you, 
you ſhall be the moſt happy Woman in 
the World. Follow me then to the 


Place I deſign to conduct you: But 


beſure you eat nothing that is offered 
you, nor receive any of thoſe magnifi- 
gent Preſents that will be made you; 
and take only thoſe that I ſhall give 
YOu, 


The Lady then followed her Con- 
Juctreſs after dreſſing herſelf in haſte, 


for ſhe could not imagine that a Crea- 


ture. of her Sort could do her any 


Harm; or that an evil Spirit could 


_ poſſibly reſide in ſo beautiful a Form: 
Her Guide conducted her through ſeve- 


ral ſubterraneous Places, where they 


had no other Light than what proceed- 


ed from the Taper which the Dwarf 


carried; but ſhe did not remain long 
in this Obſcurity, for ſhe found herſelf 


on a ſudden in an Apartment glittering | 


With 
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with Gold and Jewels, with a Profuſion 
of Lights, which made ſo great a Re- 
ſplendency that h-r Eyes were quite 
dazled with the Luftre. of the Dia- 
monds. 


All the moſt ſuperb Apartments of 
Princes were not to be compared with 
it: In ſhort Imagination canrot con- 
ceive the Riches and Splendor that 
ſhone round about her. 


The Counteſs found in the Apart- 
ments Numbers of Men and Women 
of the ſame Size as her Guide; who, 
as ſhe paſs'd, all paid her a profound 
| Reverence. After having gone through 

a Number of Rooms furniſhed in the 
{ame Manner, ſhe entered into one 
much more grand aud magnificent than. 
any ſhe had yet ſeen. It was ſupported 
by Pillars of fluted Ivory of the Co- 
rnthian Order, inlaid with Gold; the 


% Marble 
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Marble Capitals glow'd with Enamel! 
ſretted with Pearls. Along the Enta- 
blature were placed with the niceſt Art, 
the Sea-Green Emerald, the Yellow 
"Topaz, the Ruby of a Scarlet Dye, 
whole Luſtres gather'd in the Rays of 
the Diamond, reflected a beamy Bright- 


s 
nels. 
t 
She was receiv'd by a little Man, ex- 
tremely handſome, who was the King 
of theſe little People. He behaved to 
her with extraordinary Civilityz and t 
notwithſtanding the Smallneſs of his h 
Stature, he had an Air of Grandeur, F 
that eaſily diſtinguiſh'd him for a  . 
Prince. He conducted her himſelf to * 
a Bed, which was of White Satin em- | ci 
broidered with Silver, and purfled with C 
Diamonds and precious Stones; which « 


for its Beauty and Magnificence anſwer'd 
to the reſt of the Apartment, 


She 
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She there found a little Queen of the 
ſame Size as her Subjects, who was in 
want of a Midwife ; for from the Pain 
ſhe underwent they concluded ſhe was 
bringing a Child into the World, big: 
ger than her Size wou'd admit of: She 
beg'd the Aſſiſtance of the Counteſs, 
telling her it was on this Account ſhe 
had ſent for her. 


Tou may imagine what a Surprize 
the Lady muſt be in, who cou'd not 
have conceived it had been for this Pur- 
poſe ſhe had been introduced ; for as ſhe 
never had any Children herſelf, ſhe was 
almoſt ignorant in what Manner to pro- 
ceed ; but as ſhe had a great Share of 
Courage, ſhe attempted it, and the lit- 


tle Queen was ſafely delivered by her 
Hands, 


The Joy of the whole Court was ex- 
efive z they „ a Number of 
Couriers 


_ 2 —— — — — —— — — 
— — —_— — = —— —— — 
. — D — = — = = _— o - 
A 5 * — = — — — — — _ 
— . — = I 
— - — ” — : . 
— rm — —ę—ę —— — — 
. DoS - - pa 


11 
1 
thy 
4 
| 
4 
' 
. 
4 


20 % ALmIRa: Or, the Hiſtory of 
Couriers to all their ſubterraneous Do- 
minions to inform them of it; and by 
the many Compliments they paid the 
Countels, ſhe knew ſhe had given chem 
great Pleaſure. 


They conducted her into a Saloon, 
which for Beauty and Magnificence an- 
ſwer'd to the reſt of the Apartments. 
They had prepared a grand Collation of 
all the Delicacies that the World could 
produce; but ſhe would taſte nothing. 
When they found ſhe was obſtinately 
bent not to taſte any thing, they offer'd 
ber Baſkets of Gold, covered with rich 
Cloths of Gold, fring'd with Pearls, 
and filled with Diamonds, Rubies, Eme- 
ralds, and all Manner of precious Stones, 
but ſhe followed the Precepts of her 
Guide, and took. nothing; though 
tempted by ſuch Preſents, which few of 
our modern fine Ladies could with- 
ſtand. After a Number of Compli- 


ments 
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ments ſhe was ſuffer*d to depart, with 
the little Dwarf her Conductreſs. 


When they came to the Door of the 
Counteſs's Apartment, the Dwarf ſaid 
to her, Lou have render'd a great Ser- 
vice to our little Kingdom, which they 
will never forget; particularly me, who: 
will take every Occaſion to promote 
your Happineſs. And to begin, - 

I give you this, ſaid ſhe, putting 
into her Hands a little Purſe, brocaded: 
with Silver, there are in it three little 
Rolls of Wood, which put under your 
Pillow, and in the Morning they will 
be converted into Gold: Keep this 
Affair a profound Secret from every 
one but your Huſband. The three dif- 
ferent Pieces of Gold, you muſt convert 
into three different Forms, the firſt into-a. 
Spindle, the ſecond into a Counter, and 
the third into a Ball. You will have 
three Children, which will be tree: 
Branches of the Houſe of your Huſ- 

Ho band. 
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band. He that has the Spindle ſhall be 
great in War, and all his Deſcendants 
ſhall have conſiderable Employments: 
He that has the Counter, ſhall have 
great Employments in the State, and 
- his Children ſhall arrive at the ſame 
Honours. And he that has the Ball, 
ſhall be ſucceſsful in all he undertakes, 
and ſhall have a great Number of Suc- 
ceſſors; but I ſtrictly charge you to 
take particular Care of them ; for if by 


any Accident you ſhould loſe any of the 


three, that Branch will moſt aſſuredly 
be _ 


The little Woman then left her, and 
the Counteſs went to Bed, by the Side 
of her Huſband ; after putting the three 
Rolls of Wood under her Pillow. She 
did not awake till ſome Time after the 
Count; the then related to him the 
Adventure that had happened to her 
whilſt he ſlept. The Count Hugh'd at 
it, and look'd * her Story as nothing 

more 
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more than the Vapors of a diſturbed 
Imagination; but when he ſaw the 
three Rolls of Wood, which were con- 
verted into Gold, he was a little ſtag- 
ger'd, and look'd upon what ſhe had 
told him as ſomething more than a 
Dream. . 


The Counteſs had three Children, 
who all arrived at the ſame Honours 
that the little Woman had foretold; 
and continued happy, till by an unlucky 
Accident the Counter was loſt, which 


was that Branch that had Employments 
in the State. He was at that time firſt 


Miniſter to the King of Denmark : He 
was ſeized with a violent Grief, which 
terminated in a Madneſs, in which un- 
happy State he tore out his Entrails, 
and expir'd in the greateſt Agony. 


The poor Counteſs griev'd for her ir- 
reparable Loſs, but when ſhe heard of 
5 the 
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the melancholy Cataſtrophe of her Son; 
ſhe was almoſt in as bad a Condition as 
he: And as ſhe had buried her Huſ- 
band ſome time before,. ſhe was reſolved 
to retire from the World. She there- 
fore founded this Monaſtery, and en- 
dowed it largely; living to ſee the reſt 


of her Children, and their Succeſſors 


happy. 


The young Ladies were greatly en- 
tertained with this Story, and they re- 


turned Siſter There/a Thanks for her 
obliging Condeſcenſion, though neither 


of them had Faith enough to believe i:. 


As Maria de Moutalvan had paſs'd 
ſome few Years at Paris, ſhe was ac- 
| quainted with the Amours of moſt of 
the principal People about the Court, 
and as the Intrigues of the Dauphin 
were Entertaining, ſhe one Day related 

5 
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to Almira an Affair which he had with 
Madame the Counteſs de Roure. 


The Amours of the Daupnin, and the 
Counteſs DE ROURE. 


AVERY one knows that the more 

a Fire is concealed, the fiercer it 
burns ; but the King who had always 
been ſo amorous, and who had conti- 
nually diverted himſelf with the Ladies, 
even when he was married, notwith- 
ſtanding the Piety and Tears of the 
Queen; yet he would never permit the 
Dauphin to court, nor to entertain 
himſelf with any particular Miſtreſs: 
The King had commanded all his Do- 
meſticks to obſerve every thing that 
paſs'd at the young Prince's, and to let 
his Majeſty know; ſo that if he took 
any Pleaſure it was requifite it ſhould 
be in ſecret; and he was obliged to 
take the ſame Method even after the 
Death of his Wife, by which it is eaſy 
He) 
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to gueſs in what Griet the young 
Prince was commonly in, who after the 
Example of his Father lov'd the Fair 


Sex; but to diſſipate his Sorrow, he 
always choſe to hunt the Wolf, which 


was his favourite Exerciſe. 


But be that as it may, it had been 
known a Jong time, that he had a great 
Eſteem for the Counteſs de Roure, 


when ſhe was Maid of Honour to the 
Princeſs his Wife. 


The Counteſs was a fine Woman, 
had a fine Shape, but could only be 
counted a moderate Beauty, I ſhall 
ſay nothing of her Extraction, as ſhe 
belonged to a Family which did not 


chuſe to be named, nor that any body . 


mould know their Adventures. 


Her firſt Marriage with a Marquis 
was broke by Act of Parliament, but 
| ſhe 
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the was afterwards eſpouſed to a Duke. 
This Story is well known at Paris, and 
I ſhall ſay no more of this, ſince it will 
be no more our Subject; ſu ce it to 
ſay, that this lovely Lady had the Dex- 
terity to pleaſe the Dauphin, even when 
ſhe was a Girl, which obliged the Prin- 
ceſs, who did not care for a Rival in 
her Affections, to get rid of her as 
ſoon as poſſible, by marrying her to the 
Karl of Roure; but this far from ex- 
tinguiſhing his Love, only made it 
burn the fiercer ; but Death which 
without Diſtinction ſweeps over Kings 
Palaces, as well as the Shepherd's Cot- 
tage, having taken away thoſe who 
were moſt againſt the Counteſs, which 
were the Princeſs and the Earl of Roure, 
our young Lovers now ſaw themſelves 
at Liberty to renew their Aﬀection for 
each other, 


Ah! my Angel! cry'd the Dauphin 
at his firſt Viſit, Heaven has at length 
given 


— —— > —_ ———— 


PPP 
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given us the Liberty of enjoying each 
other without Controul. 


The King who was inſtantly inform'd 
of the Viſit which the Dauphin had 
made to the Counteſs, did not fail to 
trouble him about it, a little before the 
time of a ſolemn Devotion, and ſent 


two of the chief Prelates of the Court, 


to exhort him to forget the Countess 


de Roure. 


It is eaſy to judge in what manner 
this Meſſage was received by the young 
Prince, who had a ſiucere Love for his 
Miſtreſs ; he however had the Prudence 
to. behave to them as their Characters 
required, turning the Affair into a Jeſt 


to. the Arch-biſhop of Paris, who was. 


one of the Prelates that was ſent z one, 
who all Paris knows has no great 
Averſion to the Fair-Sex, and at that 
time his Love for the Dutcheſs of Le- 


diguire was no Secret. 


But 


* 
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But my Lord putting on a grave 
Look, ſaid to them, I can ſcarcely 
believe this Report which you bring 
me comes from the King himſelf, for 
he is a Man that may be charmed with 
the Fair Sex, as well as others ; but I 
rather imagine this comes from Madame 
de Maintenon, who after having enjoy'd 
the Pleaſure of Life, and become an 
old Woman, cannot ſuffer others to en- 
joy them in their Turn: She troubles 
her Head, continued he, with Buſineſs 
that does not concern her; her Plea- 
ſure without doubt is, that I ſhou'd 
take a Miſtreſs out of her Hand from 
Saint Cyr ; which I never will do, and 
would ſooner die than give her ſo much 


Satisfaction; ſo tell her that ſhe need 


not depend upon it; and if the King 
will take any Care of my Conſcience, 
why does he not give me a Wife, or 
Buſineſs to employ me? His natural 
Sons have had Occupations as ſoon as 


they 
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they were born, but me they make run 
like a Volunteer from one Army to 
another, without any Authority, having 


always been obliged to comfort myſelf 
with the Hopes of obtaining a Com— 
mand, I ſuffered without murmuring 
the Mortifications I received in Flanders 
from the Duke of Luxembourg, who 
continually excus'd himſelf for not 


having an Order from Court to do what 


I found the molt profitable, and for the 
good Advantage of France. That as 
ſoon as his Majeſty had given him 
Money to pay what he owed to the 


Counteſs de Reure, he would take his 


Reſolutions accordingly. 


— 


The Prince then diſmiſt them with 
great Civility, and with the Reſpect 
that was due to their ſacred Functi- 


ons. He did not queſtion, but the 


Counteſs would be informed of this 
Viſit, ſo he ſent her by a Servant 


* 5 in 


hand > 
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in whom he could confide, the following 
Letter. 


« My Angel! 


OU will without doubt be a 
little ſurpriz'd to hear of the 
© ViſitI this Inſtant received, upon your 


£c 


« Account, from the Archbiſhop of 


% Paris anc the Biſhop of Mearnx. 
2 It would he too long to tell you in 
% Letter the Particulars, but we will 
«© divert ourſelves with it at our firſt 
„Meeting, which I hope will be to- 
Y « morrow bo tank. - 


& Tn the mean time, my Dear, divert 

&« yourſelf as much as poſſible in my 
« Abſence, and be perſuaded that no- 
e thing ſhall be able to deprive me of 
ce the Satisfaction of loving you; not 
all the Severity of the King, nor all 
« the Inventions of the old Woman, 
* ſhall ever leflen the Love I have for 
| oy you 3 
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you; not all the Eloquence of ou: 
<« falſe Bigots, ſhall ever (I ſay) male 
e me deſiſt from the Reſolution I have 
© taken to love you for ever. 


« You know, my dear Heart, that 1 


c glory in keeping my word; and ſo you 


“ may depend upon what I have pro- 


c mis'd you. Live then, and reſt in re- 


„ gard to me, without apprehending 
< any thing but my Death, and believe 
me to be for ever, 


Yours, &c. 
The. Counteſs de Roure having receiv'd 


the Letter, kiſs'd it ſeveral times before 
ſhe open'd it, for ſhe had heard of the 


Viſit, and did not doubt but it was upon 


her Account; when ſhe had read the 
Letter, ſhe was willing to anſwer it, 
tho' the Servant aſſur'd her that his Lord 
had 


Ci 
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| had not charged him to bring back an 
Anſwer ; that does not ſignify, ſaid the 
Counteſs, I am ſure he will not be an- 


ory ; ſo going into her Clolet, ſhe wrote 
in Haſte the following Letter. 


« My amiable Prince. 


„Was not without Reaſon very un- 


ealy, and your Letter confirmed 
«© my Apprehenſions true, 


Indeed, my beloved Prince, I am in 

% centinual Fears, whether you are at 
„ the Head of an Army, or at Court, 
% have like Reaſon to fear; for all the 
„Armies of the Allies do not make me 
«ſo much afraid, as our hidden and 
« domeſtick Enemies. It is your Pre- 
* ſence alone that can ſatisfy me, and 
bring back Tranquillity to my Heart. 
Grant me, my Prince, this ſweet Con 
« folation as ſoon, and as often as poſ- 
„ ſible, if you will preſerve my Life, 
L © and 
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% and deliver me from thoſe cruel Fears 


c which are cauſed by your Abſence, 


*] am entirely perſuaded, my Angel, 
& that you love me, and that nothing in 
the World can be capable of making 
you fail in your Faith to me. 


<« Farewel, my amiable Prince, and do 
© not fail to come, if you will preſerve 


ce the Life of the 


This Letter was given the Prince, 
when he was diſcourſing with the Prin- 
ceſs Dowager de Conti and ſome other 
Ladies. The Prince knew very well, by 


the Return of the Meſſenger, from 
whom it came, put it in his Pocket 


without ſaying any thing : The Princels, 


who was naturally curious and who al- 


ways took Delight in ſuch Affairs, 
look'd 


4 Counteſs de Roukx.“ 
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look'd ſtedfaſtly at the Dauphin, who 
changed Colour upon receiving the 
Letter, which made her conclude it did 
not come from an indifferent Perſon ; 
the Curioſity or Jealouſy ſo natural to the 
Sex, made her very deſirous of knowing 
who was the Author of the Letter. 
She began to rally the Dauphin, who 

defended himſelf in the beſt manner he 
was able : The Princeſs intreated him if 
it did not come from a Lady, to let 
her ſee the Direction; but the Dauphin 
who knew by Experience that ſhe cou'd 
keep nothing from the King, did not 
think proper to ſatisfy her; when ſhe 
found ſhe cou'd gain nothing by Intrea- 
ties, ſhe thought of another Stratagem. 
[ will lay you a Wager, cry'd ſhe, that I 
gueſs from whom the Letter comes. Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd the Dauphin, you wou*d 
certainly loſe, for it comes from a Perſon 
who has not the Honour to be known 
to you : But ſhe willing to be ſatisfied ; 
it I name her, will you tell me? the 


L 2 Dauphin 
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Dauphin try'd to change the Diſ- 
courle by talking of oth r Things, 
without anſwering the Requeſt of the 
Princeſs, who knowing that he endeavour- 
ed to avoid an Explanation, ſaid to him, 
have you never heard my Lord of the 
Amours of the late Prince de Tureene 
and the Counteſs de Roure, at the ſame 
Time that the Prince eſpouſed Madame 
de Ventadour ? No, anſwer'd the Dau- 
phin, for it does not concern me to 
know any thing of it ; but I know that 
the poor Prince was kill'd in the Battle 
of Stenkerque : That is true, continued 
the Princeſs, and it was that deliver'd 
the Princels de Tyreene from all her 
Troubles, as well as her Huſband, for 
ſhe only waited for his Return, to be 
ſeparated from him, upon no other Ac- 
count than the Intrigue which he had 
with the Counteſs de Roure ; and it is ſaid 
as wounded as he was, he ſooner re- 
membered to write to his Miſtreſs than 
his Wife, 

Let 
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Let us not diſturb the Aſhes of the 
Dead, reply'd the Dauphin, What ! 
laid, anſwer'd ſhe, was not to trouble 
them, for he died honourably in the 
Service of his Country; ſo inſtead of 
putting a Blot upon his Memory, he 
cleſerves .the greateſt Praiſes; fo what 
I ſaid was only to prove that tlie 
Earl of Roure had not the plucking of 
the firſt Flower, nor thoſe that love her 
to this Day. 


Do not you know, ſaid the Dauphin, 
that there is not a more dificult Charge 
to exercile at Court, than that of a 
Maid of Honour? You wou'd be hear- 
tily puzled with the Choice; and I do 
not know it in the ſame Caſe you cou'd 
anſwer for yourſelf ? Believe me, Ma- 
dam, there always comes Danger when 
any trouble themſelves with the Affairs 


of others; and let thoſe who think 
L 3 them- 
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themſelves void of Suſpicion, throw the 


firſt Stone at her. 


The Princeſs knew very well that 


this Converſation was not agreeable to 
the Dauphin, as it partly concerned 


him, ſhe therefore took her Leave of 
him, on a Pretence of going to a Con- 
cert of Mufick at Madame de Mainte- 
non, to which ſhe had been invited, 
and where ſhe knew the Dauphin would 
not go, for he could not endure to be in 
de Maintenon's Company. One may ſay, 
that the Averſion that he had conceived 
againſt her was as great as Hatred itſelf, 
lor he uſed to ſay, that if he were her 
Maſter, he would ſhut her up at Saint 


Cyre ; and if he behay'd well to her at 


any Time, it was to oblige the King. 


The Dauphin did not fail to viſit the 
Countefs de Roure, as he had promiſed 
her, and to entertain her with the Con- 
verſation which paſſed between him and 
ac 
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the two Prelates, and the Princeſs 4: 
Conti : Although the Counteſs had a 
great Share of Courage, ſhe cou'd not 
refrain letting fall a few Tears, and em- 
bracing her Lover with great Fender- 
neſs, which contributed to ſoften the 
Heart of the Prince, who could not 
help mixing his Tears with hers, and 
embracing her with equal Tranſport ; 
ſaid if I had the ſame Freedom as a 
common Perſon, I wou'd marry my 
Miſtreſs to enrage her Enemies, and I 
am ſure your good Fortune will increaſe 
the Portion of their Envy. 


At this the Counteſs who thought 
herſelf already on the firſt Step towards 
the Throne, cry'd out (falling into a 
Swoon for Joy) Oh! my Angel ! 
My dear Heart! —— What Joy ſhall I 
have to be able to poſſeſs a Day, without 
Fear or Interruption with the moſt dear 
and amiable Prince in the World. And 
 L4 your 
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your Choice, will I am ſure be much 
more honourable than the King's, ſince 
there is ſo great a Difference between me 
and the old Woman Maintenon; that is 
true ſaid the Dauphin, but don't you 
know that all People's Taſtes are not 
ahke ; ſome admire the Fair, — ſome 
the Brown, and by this Means every 
one 1s pleaſed. 


The young Lovers did not part till 
Morning, when they agreed to meet at 
the Palace of CH, which Madame de 
Montpenfier had given the Dauphin as a 
Prelent. 


In the mean time the King was in- 
formed of all the Affairs of the Dau- 
phin, which he took care to commu— 
nicate to Madame de Maintenon, who 
was a profeſt Enemy of the Countels d 
Roure ; he ſaid one Day to the Prince, 


as he was litting at Table, that Choi 
mult 
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mult be a very agrceable Place, ſince he 
chole to divert himſeif fo often there; 
the Dauphin canſver'd him only by a 
profo: ' 4,cvyeience ,, this did not hin- 
dir ine King from continuing his Diſ- 
ce on (i, he told the Dauphin 
wt he would oe glad to go and divert 
hunſelf there. 


For this Purpoſe the Furniture. was 
removed from Marli that ſame Day; 
this was not ſo much to gratify the Cu- 
rioſity which the King had to fee Cher/, 
as to hinder the Dauphin in his Amours , 
for he was informed that the Countcis 
was there, who was not removed long; 
before his Majeſty arriv'd. The Prince 
received him with great Magnificence, 
and the King was plealed to ſtay four 
Days with him ; the Dauphin here for- 
got nothing which he thought would be 
agreeable and entertaining to the La- 
dies; but ſhe who poſſeſs'd his Heart 
not being there, he was not ſo well 

L 5 Pleas'd 
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pleas'd as he would otherwiſe have 
been ; but what increas'd his Sorrow 
was, that on the Departure of the King, 
the Princeſs de Conti, the Dutchels du 
Maine, the Princeſſes de Liſiebonne, and 
@ Epincy, and ſeveral other Ladies, de- 
ſir'd Leave of the King, to ſtay two 
Days more at Choiſi; the King who was 
glad to keep the Counteſs de Roure as 
far off Cho; as poſſible, very readily 
granted their Requeſt, provided, added 
he, that it is not inconvenient to the 
Dauphin; the Prince anſwer'd, this is 
a Happineſs that F did not expect; ſo 
that he had his Gueſts two Days longer; 
on the other Hand it is eaſy to judge 
in what Diſtreſs the poor Counteſs was 
in, not having ſeen her Lover for four 
or five Days. 


believe ſhe wiſh'd a thouſand Times 
that a Thunder-bolt would fall upon 
one Part of Chor, to make th in de- 


part from thence ipeedily; in ſhort all 
her 
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her Wiſhes only ſerved to aggravate her 
Grief; for ſhe was in continual Dread 
leſt they ſhould! deprive her of her 
lovely Dauphin; and ſhe could not re- 
move theſe Fears from her Mind, till 


ſhe had received a Letter from him, 
which he did not fail to ſend her the 


firſt Leiſure Moment which he had ; the 
Contents of his Billet are as follows. 


cc HIS, my adorable Counteſs, is 
mM only to make you baniſh from 
« your Heart thoſe Fears which I ima- 
„ gine you are poſſeſs'd with; and to 
« aſſure you I am always the ſame: Be 
© contented, my Dear, and love me al- 
ways if you will render me happy. 
« Farewel, my Fair-one, till To-mor- 
ce row.” 


It is needleſs to give you an exact 
Account of all the Viſits that the Prince 
made to the lovely Counteſs, ſuffice it 
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to ſay, that he loſt no Opportunities of 
ſecing her, and that all the Time which 
he pretended to ſpend at the Opera and 
in Hunting, he uſually ſpent in the 
Company of his lovely Counteſs, who 
knew ſo well how to keep him faſt in 


her Chains, that the Prince never 


thought himſelf happy without her; 
but norwithſtanding all the Precautions 
which the Dauphin took, the King was 
always informed of the Viſits which he 
made his Fair-one; for tho* he ſaid 
nothing of it, yet he knew very well 
every Circumſtance that paſſed between 
them. 8 1 


The lovely Counteſs now found her- 
ſelf in a Condition, which made it ne— 
ceſſary for her to keep her Chamber; 
ſhe made no more Viſits ; nor received 
any, but from her conſtant Dauphin, 


This little Accident gave the Public 


a full Knowledge of what they had long 
| | ago 
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ago ſulpected from her Intimacy with 
the Dauphin. 


The Prince was obliged to leave her 
in this Condition to head his Army in 
Flanders; he bought her a very hand- 
ſome Houſe to reſide, in his Abſence, 
in the Fauxbeurg de St. Honoré. Neither 
the Magnificence of the Building, nor 
the Elegance of the Furniture, could 
hinder Grief from penetrating even to 
the Cloſet of this Goddeſs, to attack 
her poor Heart, which was troubled 
with ten Thouſand Fears, and expos'd 
to the Envy and Cenſure of all the prin- 
cipal Perſons of the Court, but the 
moſt grievous of all her Troubles, was 
a Letter which ſhe received from the 
King, ſeal'd with his own Signet, or- 
dering her to leave the Court in Twenty- 
four Hours, and to retire into Norman- 
dy, to her Uncle's the Marquis de Cour- 
taumet ; the poor Counteſs, who knew 
of no other Fault that ſhe had commit- 

_ © 


— — 


— HIS — — —Ä— —ů — 5 


— —— — rn. —̃ %u——— ùù— „ 
_ 1 = a . Y . 2 2 — 


230 ArMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
ted, than that of having gain'd the 
Heart of the Dauphin, and knowing 
that they never put any one to Death 
for Love, went no farther than Choi/,, 
there to wait for the Return of the Dau- 
phin, on Pretence that her Inconveni- 
encies would not permit her to go any 
further, without a manifeſt Hazard of 


her Life. | 


Although the King was very reſolute 
in what he intended, and would be obey'd, 
yet made as if he knew nothing of the 
Matter, fearing to follow it too cloſely, 
leſt it ſhouid make the Dauphin diſcon- 
tented, and ſo it was talked of no more 
at Court, till the Counteſs was brought 
to bed of a Son, which the Dauphin 
acknowledg'd to be his. The Birth of 
this young Lord ſomewhat moderated 
the Fury of the King; ſo that he did 
not hinder the Dauphin from con- 
verſing with the Counteſs as he had done 


before. 
And 
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And it may he ſaid that notwithſtand- 

ing all the Troubles that the Prince met 
with, upon de Roure's Account, yet he 
always lov'd her conſtantly in the midſt 
of the greateſt Vexations which the 
King gave him; neither Father Ja 
Chaiſe, nor the Princeſs de Conti, which 
the King made uſe of, to ſet the Prince 
againſt his Miſtreſs, could alter his 
Mind in reſpect of that lovely Lady. 


So neither the King, nor any other 
Perſon, being able to gain their Ends, 
the Dauphin liv'd entirely with the 
_ Counteſs in all the Tranquillity imagi- 
nable. 


Maria de Montalvan received the 
Thanks of this agreeable Society for the 
Entertainment ſhe had afforded them. 


Amira 
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Amira had not been more than four 
Months in the Convent, when one 


Morning a Poſt Chaile arrived, with a 
Letter from Count Julio, informing her 


that he was taken ſuddenly ill, and de- 


ſired her to ſet out immediately on the 
Receipt of the Letter. After commu— 


nicating the Affair to the Lady Abbe“, 
who cou'd not part with her without 


great Concern; for by the Sweetneſs of 


her Temper, ſhe was loved by the 
whole Community. After taking Leave 


of the Siſterhood, ſhe bid a tender 


Adieu to Miria de Mintalvan, promi- 


ſing to write to her as ſoon as poſſible. 


No 1 Occurrence happen'd 
upon the Road. Ihe whole Family 
were rejoiced to ſee again their young 
Lady, for by that fwect agreeable Con- 
deſcenſion in her Temper, ſhe was per- 


fectly adored amongſt them: She found 
her 
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her Father dangerouſly ill, inſomuch 
that his Phyſicians had not dared to 
flatter him with any Hopes of his Life. 
She flew to his Chamber, and fell upon 
her Knees at his Bedſide; he was ſo 
weak, he had ſcarce Strength to ſpeak ; 
he raiſed her tenderly, and told her 
that his Intentions were fixed to ſee his 
dear Amira happy before his Death; 
that he had diſpatched a Courier to Li- 
moges for Count Francville. 


Tears were all the Anſwer ſhe could 
for a while give; but at length, with 
an heroic Firmneſs, ſhe thank'd her 


Father for his kind Intentions, but told 
him, that no Conſideration in the World, 
not even that of being happy with Franc- 
ville, ſhould make her deſire a thing ſo 
contrary to his Inclinations. It ſhall 
never be ſaid, my Lord, that Count 
Julio, for the ſake of promoting his 
Daughter's Happineſs, made the Re- 
mainder of his Life miſerable ; I might 
. then 
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then be juſtly upbraided as the Cauſe. 
— No, my Lord, (continued ſhe) I 
can receive no Joy in any Circumſtance 
that doth not meet with your Appro- 
bation. Yes, my Almira, I have duly 
conſidered how tranſitory and fleeting 
the Enjoyments of this Life are, and 
as I never had any other Objection 
againſt Francville, but his want of For- 
tune; that Prejudice J have entirely got 
over, and only wait his Arrival, to 
make you happy in the Enjoyment of 
each other. 


Amira thank*d her Father in Terms, 
that ſhow'd how greatly ſhe was pleas'd 


to find him in a way of thinking ſo 


agreeable to her Wiſhes. The Count, 


whoſe IIIneſs had chiefly proceeded 
through Grief, for the Loſs of his 
Daughter's Company, whom he fo 


_ dearly lov'd; no ſooner was he again 


| bleſſed with it, but his Health began 
to return, and he was thought to be 
TY ”. paſt 
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paſt all Danger. She then wrote to 
Maria de Montalvan, to inform her of 
her approaching Happineſs, and the 
Pleaſure ſhe hop'd to receive by her 
Company. 


In a few Days Francville arrived. It 
is impoſſible to deſcribe the Joy that 
theſe two Lovers experienced after ſo 
long and tedious an Abſence. Oh, 
my Almira  (cry'd he, embracing her.) 
Welcome to the Arms of thy Francuille / 
— Fortune at length weary of per- 
ſecuting us, has thrown our Bark upon 
the wilh'd-for Shore! Their Joy was 
ſo great, that it nearly deprived them 
cf their Faculties. When they became 
a little more calm, and could converſe 
in a rational Manner; ſhe inform'd 
him of every thing that had happen'd 
to her, ſince her Departure for the 
Convent. Amira was deſirous of know- 
ing what had befallen him, which he 
informed her of as follows. 

After 
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After receiving Advice of the Condi- | 2 
tion that the Counteſs my Mother was di 
in, I took Poſt- Horſes for Limoges. Up- K 
on my Arrival, I found her extremely 1! Ic 
ill, and that ſhe was given over by her a 


Phyſicians, who had attended her ſome 
Time ; for ſhe had been long in a De- 
cline. She expreſſed great Joy at ſeeing * 
me before ſhe died. I was under great 1 di 
Concern to ſee her ſo. bad, and with a = 
truly filial Affection did all in my tl 


Power to comfort her; ſhe daily grew m 
worſe, and in about three Months after 1 1 
my Arrival ſhe expired, T YM 
. | * C 

Upon my receiving your Letter by fr 
the Hands of Liſetta, my Grief was in- N 
expreſſible upon hearing you was gone ins 
to a Convent, and if my Duty to a m 
dying Mother had not withheld me, I | ; 


had certainly gone in Search of you. 
Afrer 
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After my Mother's Interment, as ſoon 
as Decency would permit, I came here 


diſguiſed, in hopes of gaining ſome 
Knowledge of your Confinement, but 
returned with the Grief of being diſ- 
appointed in my Scheme. 


I now gave myſelf up to my own 


diſtracting Thoughts, when one Morning 


[I was ſurpriz'd at the Sight of a Gen- 


tleman, who was an entire Stranger to 


me; but judge my Amazement, when 


I found it was our mutual Friend the 
Marquis de Merville; his agreeable 


Company in a great Meaſure freed me 
from the continual Diſquietudes of my 


Mind : We vow'd eternal Friendſhip 


to each other; he is quite recover'd 
from his Indiſpoſition, and in the moſt 
obliging Manner wiſhed to ſee me hap- 


py with Amira, He ſtayed near three 
Weeks 
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238 ATLMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
Weeks at Limoges, and I had not parted 
with him long, before the Count's Pac- 
ket arrived, to inform me of my in- 
tended Happineſs. 


I cou'd ſcarcely believe my own Eyes, 
J was near ſwooning for Joy, ſhall I ! 


once more behold my lovely Amira? 


Shall I be united to the dear the lovely 
Maid: Oh! let me fly to her 
peaceful Arms? And taſte thoſe 
fragrant Sweets that muſt enchant my 


Soul! — In ſhort, my Almira, I flew 


upon the Wings of Love, till I reach'd 
your Preſence. 


This happy Pair ſpent their Time til] 
their Marriage, in Vows of eternal Con- 
ſtancy. 


In about a Month aſter her leaving 
the Convent, her Father being entirely 


reſtored 


— 


We 
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reſtored to his Health, they were join'd 
in the indiſſoluble Bands of Hymen. 


Almira then took again into her Ser- 
vice the faithful Liſetta, not forgetting 
to reward her liberally for her kind 
Attachments. 


Some Time after the Marriage, they 
ſet out for the Convent to fetch Maria 
de Montalvan, who was ſincerely rejoiced 
at the Thoughts of her Friend's Happi- 
neſs, with a Man ſo every way form'd 
to render her ſo as Francville; he be- 
haved to her in ſo obliging a manner 
that charmed her. After receiving the 
Compliments and Adieus of Siſter The- 
reſa, and the Belle Eſpagnol, they ſet for- 


ward on their Return. 


Fraucville was under ſome Confuſion, 
when he recollected in what Light the 
V2 Marquis 
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240 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
Marquis de Merville would look upon 
his precipitate Marriage; and as it was 
an Affair that requir'd to be treated 
with the greateſt Delicacy, he wrote 
him a Letter in the following Terms. 


Count FRANCVILLE fo the Marquis DE 
MERVILLE. 


c AM at a loſs in what Manner 
q to inform your Lordſhip of my 
e Happineſs, as I cannot tell in what 
<« Light you may regard it; but I was 
“ ſome Time ſince made happy with 
& mira, with the entire Conſent and 
« Approbation of Count Julio; if your 
Lordſhip's Generoſity and Good-na- 
c ture can excule this Step, without firſt 
“ informing you of it, I ſhall be greatly 
<& indebted to your Friendſhip. 


* Do not think I mean to inſult you; 


© when I tell you your Company, it 
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you dare venture yourſelf, will be the 
<« the greateſb Addition in the World to 
< the Happineſs = 


« Count FRANCVILLE.” 


The Count ſent this Letter to the 
Marquis at his Villa at Tholouſe, and 
ſome Time after received the following 
Anſwer, 


The Marquis de MERVILLRH to Count 
FRANCVILLE. 


© Dear Count, 


Should be utterly unworthy of that 
Friendſhip you honour me with, 
«if I did not ſincerely rejoice at your 
e Happineſs : I could almoſt blame your 
“ Suſpicions, if at the ſame Time I did 
not admire your Delicacy. 


cc 


<< I hope I have conquer'd my un- 
40 ** happy Paſſion for Amira, and that I 
M < ſhall 
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242 ALMIRA: Or,, the Iiftory of 


*« ſhall be able ſome time next Week 


to kiſs her Hands, and to congratu— 
* late you on your Happineſs, which 


none more ſincerely rejoices in, than 


e Marguis de MRRVILLE.“ 


Francville and Almira were ſincere ly 
glad at the Receipt of this Letter, as 


they looked upon the Pleaſure of his 


Friendlhip as a great Happineſs ; and 
Maria de Montalvan was delighted to 


think ſhe ſhould now have an Opportu- 


nity of ſeeing the Man whoſe Character 


had charm'd her. In a few Days after 


his Letter he arrived : He was under 
ſome Confuſion at the Sight of Almira, 
but that ſoon wore off: He was ſtruck 


with the Figure of Montalvan, and ſhe 


was likewiſe charm'd with his Behaviour, 


as much as ſhe had been with his Cha- 
racter; ſhe in an Inſtant forgot Belville, 
and gave herſelf up to the Pleaſure ot 


being beloved by a Man ſo every way 
| | worthy 
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worthy of her Regard, as the Marquis 
de Merville. 


Every Day augmented their Love 
for each other; in ſhort Almira, had 
the Pleaſure of ſaluting her Friend in a 
very ſhort Time as Marchioneſs de 
Mer ville. 


The Marchioneſs ſoon after her Mar- 
riage receiv'd a Letter from Mademoi- 


ſelle de Beaujeu, informing her, that the 
King had at length, (having been 


ſtrongly ſollicited,) granted them a Par- 


don for the Chevalier 4e Soiſſons; that 
he was daily expected; and concluding 
with the Hopes of ſeeing her at Paris 


to partake of her Joy. 


Count Francville, and the Marquis de 
Merville, inſiſted on having the Images 
of their beauteous Wives placed in the 
Temple of Virtue, at the Feet of the 

M 2 Goddeſs, 
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244 ALMIRA: Or, the Hiſtory of 
Goddeſs, receiving from her Hands the 
Crowns they ſo well deſerv'd. 


They ſome Time after ſet out for 
Paris, where they ſpent a few Months 
very agreeably, and had the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing Madam de Soifſens happy with 
her agreeable Chevalier. They are bleſ- 
ted with ſeveral fine Children; who all 


inherit the Virtues of their Parents. 


The Chevalier de Beaujeau, as he 
cou'd not be happy with his dear de 
Montalvan, renounced all Thoughts of 
Matrimony, and took upon him the 
Order of Malta. I 


Belville whoſe only Crime aroſe from 
his too great Love, is ſince married to 
a very pretty Lad y, and makes her an 
excellent Huſband. 


No 
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No two Couples were ever more 
ſincerely bleſt than theſe, as they made 


it the chief Study of their Lives to 
merit the Regard of their Huſbands, 
without which there can be no true 
Happineſs in the Nuptial State: And 
would but the Fair-Sex of this Iſland 


behave in a becoming Manner to thoſe 


whom Heaven has placed over them, 
we might then expect to ſee more Hap- 
pineſs than the World can at preſent 
boaſt of; they would by that Means 
recal the wandering Hearts of their 
Huſbands, and enjoy as much Content 
as is poſſible to be attained on this Side 
the Grave. 


Yet Love 1s eſſential to. render this 
Happineſs laſting; for without that ten- 
der Regard for each other, which comes 
under that Denomination, we cannot be 
laid to arrive at a laſting Happineſs : 
How void then is a Father of all Senti- 

3 ments 
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ments of parental Affection, if he can 
ſacrifice his blooming Daughter to the 
Arms, perhaps of Age, Ill-humours, 
and Impotence; or to a Man ſhe can 
have no Regard for. 


We have ſome Inſtances of this Kind 
in the foregoing Hiſtory, Had Almira 
wanted that neceſſary Spirit, which 
eviry Woman in her Circumſtances 
caught to have? She might have been 
united to the Marquis de Merville, 
whole Sentiments and Behaviour were 
calculated to make her happy, had not 
her Soul being linked in the firmeſt 
Bonds to her dear Francville. In this 
_ caſe her Unhappineſs would not have 
ended but with her Life; and he would 
have been miſerable, who moſt certain- 
1y had deſerv'd a better F ate, | 


Had the Father of Thereſa, likewiſe 


ſtudied his Daughter's Happineſs, rather 
than 
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than her Advancement in Life, ſhe 
might have had no Caule to repent of 
loſt Virtue ; nor to have wither'd her 


Bloom in the melancholy Retirement of 
a Monaſtick Life. 


*Tis not Beauty alone, my fair Coun- 
try- Women ! that will rivet you in the 
Aﬀection of your Huſbands ; *tis Me- 
rit and good Senſe, thoſe neceſſary Vir- 
tues, that agreeable Cement, which 
| binds with ſo ſtrong a Tye. 


\ 


Jam an intimate Acquaintance of a 
Gentleman who has been married near 
thirty Years, who ſome time ſince con- 


feſs'd to me; his Countenance at the 


ſame Time glowing with Pleaſure ; that 
he was as happy with his dear Matilda, 
as when Hymen firſt joined their Hands; 
ſhe was then, ſaid he, young and beau- 
tiful ; her Bloom is now gone off, but 
her laſting Beauties remain ; her Good- 


nature, 
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nature, Good-ſenſe, Merit, and Virtue, 
have ſuch ſtrong Tyes upon my Heart, 
\ that I bleſs the Hour that firſt united 


Us. 


| Whoever is converſant in polite Life, 
mult be acquainted with the diſtinguiſh- 
ed Characters of the noble Theode/tns, 
and his illuſtrious Conſort, the divine 
Clarindu; that conjugal Harmony that 
ſubſiſts between this happy Pair, that 
Senſe of Religion, and the Deſire of 
pleaſing each other, is compatible with 
all their Actions; and in the happy 
Tranquility of being ſerviceable to their 
Fellow-Creatures, they paſs their Time 
in thoſe pure and unſpotted Pleaſures of 
the Mind, which reſult from the Prac- 


tice of Virtue. 


Theſe are Examples worthy of Imi- 
tation, not only to thoſe, of their own 


Sphere in Lite, but even to thoſe who 
| have 
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have not the Advantages of Birth and 


Fortune. 


Were every Pair like theſe, who 
would ever live in a State of Celibacy ? 
the Ladies then would loſe tnat odious 
Obloquy they ſo much dread ; the 
Laws of Nature and the Laws of Re- 
ligion would be more regarded; and 
we ſhould adore the ſacred Hand of 
Heaven, who has thrown into our Cup 
ſo rich, and ſo ineſtimable a Bleſſing. 


Thoſe who cannot boaſt of perſonal 
Attractions, need not deſpair ; for Me- 
rit, with Men of Senſe, will have a 
greater Sway than Beauty; for wou'd 
the Fair- Sex but pay more Regard to 
their Mental Accompliſhments than to 


their perſonal ones, they need never 


dread being deſpis'd: For from Study, 
that earneſt Application of the Mind, 
ſhould, 
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ſnould, or ought to come Improve- 
ment. 


Whoever frequents Places of Public 
Reſort, mult have remark'd the charm- 
ing Lydia; her Figure is capable of 
ſtriking Awe into the Beholders; but 
her ridiculous Affectation and Vanity 
makes her deſpis'd. Can any Man of 
Senſe then ever think of being happy 
with ſuch a Partner for Life? whoſe 
chief Enjoyments are in the Pleaſures 
and Vanities of the World. 


How different is the Character of 
that Muſeum of Charms, the amiable 
Juliana; her mental Beauties eclipſe 
thoſe of her Perſon, tho? even the in- 
comparable Lydia does not exceed her 
in perſonal Advantages. Happy ! thrice 
happy! will that Man be; who ſhall 

have the Pleaſure of calling her his 
own ? with her to partake of thoſe En- 


1 joyments that are the Reward of Virtue, 
| and 


- 
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and of thoſe BleCings that wait upon 
the Good ! 


And tho' Vice may uſe a Vizard, 
Cheat and Counterfeit an outward Hea- 
ven: Yet Man is to deſert the detected 
Fraud, and flie the painted Viſion. But 
when the Proſpect's real, when Virtue 
flouriſhes, and owns the Soil, the Bliſs 
is then ſubſtantial ; the Poſſeſſor enjoys 
an Emblem of ſuperior Heaven, and 
lives in Happineſs on Earth. 


Thus Virtue ever 1s its own Reward, 
and tho* Clouds may oftentimes obſcure 
its glorious Sunſhine, yet if we perſevere 
unto the End, thoſe Clouds will be all 
difpell'd, and it will ſhine out with 
greater Luſtre, So. 


The pure limpid Stream, when foul with 
| Hains, 
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Works ſelf clear and as it runs refines, 


Till by Degrees, the floating Mirrour 

Pines, | 

Refiotts each Flower, that on the Barder 
grows, 


And a new Heav' 1, in its th Boſom 
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